DID YOU KNOW?

July 2016 Newsletter
BOARD APPROVES BUDGETS, BALLOT QUESTION
The Midland County Board of Commissioners recently approved 2017 budgets
for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and Central Dispatch Authority/911.

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial
Wall is coming to the Sanford
American Legion Post 443, July 1418! Opening ceremony is at 6:30 pm
on July 14; wall is open 24
hours/day. Come check it out at
2080 N. Meridian Rd. in Sanford.
Call the post at (989)687-9930 for
more information:.
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The request for a proposed EMS budget of $4.47 million is less than the group is
authorized by voters to spend but represents a 3.4 percent increase over the 2016
budget amount. Board Chairman Mark Bone praised EMS for their service and
for keeping costs down over the years.
The proposed 2017 Central Dispatch Authority/911 budget will use the
maximum amount authorized by voters to run programs and replace aging
equipment. Voters will see a request on the Aug. 2 primary ballot to move their
millage up to 0.7 Mill (from 0.6 Mill) “for the purpose of maintaining Enhanced
911/Emergency Dispatch Services and the countywide radio system.”

NEWS FROM
MIDLAND
COUNTY
VETERANS’
SERVICES
The National Defense
Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2016 (NDAA
FY16) amended the
Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP) statute to provide
an open season period to accommodate members whose covered former spouse
beneficiaries were already deceased when the legislation was enacted. Read more
about the changes online or call the Defense Finance Accounting Service at
(800)321-1080.
Also, coverage of presumptive illnesses for Gulf War Veterans ends December
31, 2016. Call Ross at Veterans’ Services (989)832-6843 for more information.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
RECEIVES DOUBLE
HONORS

IMPORTANT DATES
July – National Blueberry Month;
National Ice Cream Month
July 4 – Independence Day
(County offices closed)
July 9 – Top Bass Tournament Trail
July 11 – World Population Day
July 14-18 Vietnam Traveling
Memorial Wall – Sanford
July 22 – 4H Day at Dow Gardens
July 23 – National Hot Dog Day;
Whitey’s Annual Bass Tourney
July 27 – Annual Pig Roast and
Community Picnic – Pinecrest
Farms, 5:00-7:00 pm
July 30 – International Day of
Friendship; Mid-state Bass Busters

VISIT THE MIDLAND
AREA FARMER’S
MARKET
Wednesdays and Saturdays;
7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
At the end of Ashman St.,
behind the H Hotel, through
Oct. 29th
Read more!

August – National Water Quality
Month; MSU Extension Peach
Month
Aug. 2 – Primary election
Aug. 4 – Property Tax Auction,
6:00 p.m.
Aug. 6 – Sanford and Sun Triathlon
Aug.16-22 Midland County Fair
Aug. 21 – Run Michigan Cheap
Series race

The Police Officers
Association of Michigan
(POAM) named Sheriff
Stephenson 2016 POAM
Administrator of the Year
for his long-time service
and commitment to the
men and women who work
for him. In the
presentation, a POAM
spokesperson said,
“Stephenson sincerely cares about our members and their families and advocates for
their safety and well being on a consistent basis. He is responsible for the high morale
in the Midland County Sheriff’s Department.”
Sheriff Stephenson was surprised and humbled by the award. “One of the things I try
to keep in mind is that as a sheriff, I need my deputies more than they need me. I
accept this award for everyone in my office.”
The Midland County Sheriff ’s Office
was also recognized by the Coleman
Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star
(OES), as part of a statewide
Hometown Heroes project. The
Michigan project makes sure first
responders across the state know how
much their work is appreciated.
Coleman OES member and Past
Matron Ann Sigsby presented the
honor for outstanding service to Sgt.
Lewis Landon and Sheriff Scott Stephenson. Read the full June 9, 2016 Midland Daily
News story online.

SUMMER FUN AT MIDLAND COUNTY PARKS
Parks and Recreation Director John Schmude reminds county residents that there are
many activities for the whole family at the county parks. John says to check out the
events early as some require advance registration.
Here are just a few fishing events coming up in Midland County:
 Top Bass Tournament Trail – July 9 freewebs.com/topbass
 Whitey’s Annual Bass Tournament – July 23 mgoodrn8@gmail.com
 Mid-state Bass Busters – July 30 proctorplus@yahoo.com
 Sanford Lake Bass Club – August 13 contact Gary Yarbrough at
(989) 614-1194
 Team Bass – Sept. 17 teambass.net

Other fun events to watch for:
 2016 Sanford and Sun Triathlon - August 6 - 3disciplines.com
 Midland Edition of the Run Michigan Cheap Series –
August 21 - runmichigancheap.com
 Parkapalooza - September 11 - dstreet.org
 Mud Creek Crawl – Sept. 25 tritofinish.com

SOLAR SYSTEM SCULPTURE TO
LIGHT UP RAIL TRAIL
Midland County residents will soon have a
new reason to explore the Pere Marquette
Rail Trail.
The Parks and Recreation Commission and
Board of Commissioners recently approved
plans for a solar system sculpture to be built
along the trail between Coleman and North
Bradley. The sculpture project, designed to
generate interest in astrology, science and math, is modeled after similar projects in Oregon and Connecticut. Stay
tuned for more details.

PROPERTY TAXES 101 (PART 2)

Foreclosed Properties for Sale at County Auction
In the March newsletter, we walked readers through the steps
used by the County Treasurer’s Office to foreclose on a
property for unpaid property taxes. It’s a complicated, lengthy
process. Just this March, the County foreclosed on 16
properties with unpaid taxes dating back to 2013. On August
4, the properties will be up for sale at a public auction at 6:00
pm in the Board of Commissioner’s room.
County Treasurer Cathy Lunsford says, “Seven vacant lots will be offered as part of this auction, one of which is a
two-acre conservation reserve wetland. Another seven properties have dwellings that may still be occupied at this
time, and two properties are empty commercial buildings.”
The properties are listed online and in the Treasurer’s office and most properties have signs with information boxes
detailing the minimum bid and auction date. Open houses may be held on some of the properties, depending on
the condition. They recommend that interested bidders not walk on properties that may be occupied and will try to
have the properties vacated prior to the auction.
At the auction, each property will be offered starting at a minimum bid and will be sold to the highest
bidder. Bidders determine their maximum limit they want to bid. Successful bidders can pay in full that evening by
cash, check, or credit card. However, if borrowing funds from a financial institution, purchasers must provide 10%
down the night of the auction and verification that they are approved for the remaining funds. Remaining funds
must be brought to the Treasurer’s office within the next 3 business days. Properties that do not sell will be offered
for sale at another auction in September. Call the Treasurer’s office for more at (989)832-6850.

JCC PHOTO EXHIBIT GIVES
KIDS A CHANCE
The Juvenile Care Center’s (JCC) 2016
Photography Exhibition, held for the
ninth time in May, gave students a chance
to explore their feelings and express
them as works of art.
Lauren, 16, who photographed this
shoreline view of Mackinac Island called
“It’s All About Perspective” says the
artwork represents her view of a new
chapter in her life – the realization that
day treatment was to help her become a
better person. Lauren’s photo earned her
the winner’s choice prize of a new
camera. Calendars featuring the photos are available in limited quantity from Korey Gillespie
kgillespie@co.midland.mi.us. Read the May 26, 2016 Midland Daily News story by Kelly Dame online.

YOU CAN HELP REDUCE MOSQUITO BREEDING
Midland County Mosquito Control is encouraging property owners
to help reduce potential breeding sites for mosquitoes by taking a
look around your property for standing water.
It only takes about five days for mosquitoes to begin using a source
of shallow standing water for breeding. Homeowners can make a
difference in the mosquito population around their home by seeking
out and emptying containers that hold water and keeping grass and
shrubs well-trimmed.
Follow these suggestions to reduce mosquitoes:
 Dispose of old tires, tin cans, buckets, drums, bottles, and other containers
 Fill in or drain low places (puddles, ruts) in the yard
 Keep drains, ditches, and culverts clean of weeds and trash so they will drain properly
 Cover trash containers and screen rain barrels
 Keep gutters free of leaves and debris
 Repair leaky pipes and outside faucets
 Empty plastic wading pools at least once a week and store indoors when not used
 Fill in tree rot holes and hollow stumps with sand or concrete
 Change the water in birdbaths and plant drip trays weekly
 Store boats and canoes covered or upside down
 Keep grass and shrubs trimmed so adult mosquitoes won’t hide there

Check out the Veterans’ Services Items of Interest on the website for upcoming events and news.

LET’S GET OUT AND VOTE IN AUGUST!
Here is an overview of County elected officials and township supervisors on the August 2, 2016 ballot in
Midland County:
County Prosecuting Attorney – Republican J. Dee Brooks
Sheriff – Rep. Scott Stephenson
Clerk – Democrat Ann Manary
Two County millages will also appear
Treasurer – Rep. Catherine L. Lunsford
on the August 2 primary ballot:
Register of Deeds – Rep. Julie K. Atkinson
Drain Commissioner – Rep. Douglas Enos
Central Dispatch Authority/911
1st District, County Commissioner – Rep. Alan Kloha
Millage Renewal and Increase
Rep. Jeanette M. Snyder
Proposal – renewal and increase for levy
Dem. Connie Methner
of up to 0.7 Mill for the years 2017-2020
Dem. Heather McLaughlin
(70 cents per $1,000 of taxable valuation)
nd
2 District, County Commissioner – Rep. Mark C. Bone
rd
3 District, County Commissioner – Rep. Robert Steven Glaser
Mosquito Abatement Millage Renewal
4th District, County Commissioner – Rep. Gaye Terwilligar
Increase Proposal – renewal for levy of
Dem. Eric H. Anders
up to 0.5 Mill for the years 2017-2020
5th District, County Commissioner – Rep. Jim Geisler
(50 cents per $1,000 of taxable valuation)
6th District, County Commissioner – Eric A. Dorrien
th
7 District, County Commissioner – Rep. Scott D. Noesen

For more information on the County Commissioner candidates in District 1, tune in to the League of
Women Voters’ (LWV) Candidate Forum on MCTV, July 12. Midland Area LWV president Susan
McCollister will moderate a question and answer session on issues facing the County with the four
candidates running for District 1 County Commissioner. The League of Women Voters regularly provides
educational programs like the Candidate Forum to help voters make informed choices.
Broadcast live from the MCTV studio at 7:00 p.m., the program will be replayed until election time. Be
sure to check local MCTV programming for the schedule.
See a complete listing of Midland County races and ballot information.
RIVERDAYS PROMISES FOOD, MUSIC, AND
FUN
Join the Midland Area Community Foundation in celebrating
Midland’s RiverDays July 15 -16 in Chippewassee Park. The fun
kicks off Friday with something for everyone from riverboat
rides aboard the Grand Princess, human foosball, woodburning,
and blacksmithing demonstrations to an art fair and craft
beer/wine tent. Live music begins at 5:00 p.m. with Stay ‘Til
Dawn; Jedi Mind Trip at 7:30; and The Sinclairs, 9:00-midnight.
Saturday’s festivities begin at 9:00 a.m. This year, the Detroit
Circus will perform 10:00-4:00 p.m. and many kids’ activities will run during the day including concerts, a dunk tank,
petting zoo, and workshops. The Lions Club’s popular chicken dinner will be available 3:00-7:30 p.m. Live music on
Saturday begins at 5:30 p.m. with Crashing Cairo followed by The Verve Pipe from 8:00 until 10:00 p.m. and
fireworks. Come celebrate Midland’s heritage!

KEEP YOUR HOME SAFE WHILE
TRAVELING
Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson
wants to make sure your home is safe if you
go on a summer vacation. Many of us can’t
wait to leave our homes for a relaxing summer
vacation with friends or family. However,
please remember to prepare your home
against burglars.
“Each year there are more than 1.4 million
residential burglaries in this country, with the
majority occurring in the peak vacation
months of July and August,” Sheriff
Stephenson says.
If you plan on leaving your home for an extended period of time during the summer, please remember the
following tips:
 Ask someone you trust to keep an eye on your home
 Stop delivery of newspapers and mail, or have a friend pick them up
 Keep the outside of your home well-lit and use timers on inside lights
 Arrange to have your lawn mowed; keep bushes and shrubs near the entrance well-trimmed
 Ask a neighbor to park their car in your driveway so it looks like someone is home
 Don’t forget to lock all of your doors and windows to your home and garage
“One of the keys to keeping your home safe is to make it look as if someone in currently inside your home. Make
sure to leave absolutely no clues that you are away from home,” Sheriff Stephenson says.

THE MIDLAND COUNTY FAIR IS
COMING!
Visit the website for times of all events. Grandstand
events include:
Sunday, August 14, 2:00 p.m.
Spartan Futurity harness racing
Monday, August 15, 7:00 p.m
SuperKicker Rodeo
$10.00 per person/$5.00 12 Years and Under
Tuesday, August 16, 7:00 p.m.
SuperKicker Rodeo (New this year is a second night of Outstanding Rodeo!)
$10.00 per person/$5.00 12 Years and Under
Wednesday, August 17, 7:30 p.m.
Concert - Chase Rice with Brooke Eden

Purchase tickets at the Fair office or from Startickets.com
Thursday, August 18, 7:30 p.m.
Figure 8/Burnout/Demo Derby Finale by USA Demolition
$10.00 per person/$5.00 12 Years and Under
Friday, August 19, 7:00 p.m.
SuperCross by SJO Productions
$10.00 per person/$5.00 12 Years and Under
Saturday, August 20, 7:30 p.m.
Autocross by USA Demolition
$10.00 per person/$5.00 12 Years and Under

ZIKA VIRUS UPDATE

…From the Midland County Health Department…
In May 2015, Zika virus (zē' kə ) was found for the first time in the Americas.
Currently, a large outbreak is ongoing in the region including South and
Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean. U.S. citizens traveling to these
regions are at risk for infection.
Zika virus is transmitted to people by mosquitoes. Illness in healthy people is
generally mild. The most common symptoms of Zika are fever, rash, joint
pain, or conjunctivitis (red eyes). Other common symptoms include muscle
pain and headache. There is no vaccine to prevent or medicine to treat Zika
virus infection.

Certain groups, such as pregnant women, are more susceptible to having
serious issues as a result of Zika infection. Zika virus can be passed from a
pregnant woman to her fetus during pregnancy or at delivery. In a recent
article, CDC scientists announced that there is now enough evidence to conclude that Zika virus infection during
pregnancy is a cause of microcephaly and other severe fetal brain defects. It has been linked to problems in infants,
including eye defects, hearing loss, and impaired growth. Scientists are studying the full range of other potential
health problems that Zika virus infection during pregnancy may cause. Because of the potential risks of Zika virus
infection during pregnancy, CDC’s top priority for the Zika response is to protect pregnant women and their
fetuses.
The virus can also be spread by sexual contact, and Zika has been found in men’s semen. We do not know exactly
how long Zika stays in semen or how long it can be passed to sex partners. In one well-documented case, sexual
transmission is estimated to have occurred 32-41 days after the man’s symptom onset, and Zika particles have been
found in semen 62 days after symptoms of infection have occurred.
Currently, there are Zika outbreaks occurring in many countries and territories around the globe. Zika virus will
continue to spread and it will be difficult to determine how and where the virus will spread over time. No local
mosquito-borne Zika virus disease cases have been reported in the U.S., but lab tests have confirmed Zika virus in
travelers returning to the U.S. These travelers have gotten the virus from mosquito bites. Some non-travelers have
also gotten Zika through sex with a traveler.
To date, the mosquito species that transmit Zika virus have not been found in the state of Michigan. Some health
departments and areas with mosquito control districts are actively monitoring for the presence of these mosquitoes
in the state. Midland County is fortunate to have a mosquito control agency to help mount a local strategy for
fighting mosquito-borne diseases. The Health Department continues to work with state and federal officials to
monitor the situation and provide updates when necessary.
For additional information on Zika virus, visit www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html.

Celebrate National Blueberry Month with a trip
to a local blueberry farm!
Beard’s LakeView Farm
4413 Water Road, Sanford
989-689-6571.

4-H Family Day at Dow Gardens
Date: July 13, 2016
Time: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Russell’s Blueberries
11895 Frost Road
Freeland, MI 48623
989-781-2859

Location: Dow Gardens
1809 Eastman Ave, Midland, MI 48640
Contact: Bev Przystas at (989)426-7741

Fisher’s Blueberry Farm
4532 N. Steel Rd,
Hemlock, MI 48626
989-642-5361
Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?
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