MIDLAND COUNTY
FAST FACT
With 350 employees, Midland County
is one of the largest employers in our
county.
It takes a lot of people to provide the
huge variety of services we offer to
residents and visitors.

September 2015 Newsletter
WELCOME TO OUR INAUGURAL ISSUE!
We hope you enjoy reading about the exciting events and wide-ranging services offered
by the County of Midland. Subscribe

Here are some details about the
Midland County workforce:
 Full- and part-time ̶ 310
 Seasonal employees ̶ 40
 Bargained-for groups ̶ 7
 Elected officials – 6
 Judges ̶ 4
Learn more about our services.
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FALL INTO FUN IN THE MIDLAND COUNTY PARKS
As the memory of warm summer days on the beach fades, the smells of apple cider and
falling leaves remind us of the beauty of fall in mid-Michigan. A visit to one of Midland
County’s seven parks is a great way to enjoy Mother Nature’s fall wonders. From hiking
and mountain biking through rugged, tree-lined trails, to fishing one of the county’s scenic
rivers or enjoying a family picnic along the lakeshore, the County offers a variety of
recreation and leisure-time activities.
“Even though the beach and volleyball courts at Sanford Lake will close on September
19 and the spray pad closes on September 21, there are still plenty of fun activities for
families in the County Parks,” says Midland County Parks and Recreation Director John
Schmude.

IMPORTANT DATES
September -- National
Preparedness Month; Food
Safety Month
Sept. 12 ̶ Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day
Sept. 14 – Admin/Controller’s
recommended budget goes to
Board of Commissioners
Sept. 20 ̶ Tri to Finish Mud
Creek Crawl - Pinehaven
Recreation Area
Sept. 19 ̶ Midland Recyclers
Tire Collection

Boating and fishing are popular in the fall along the rivers. Park visitors with kayaks and
canoes can access the Chippewa River from Manitou Park and the Salt River from inside
Veterans Memorial Park. At Sanford Lake Park, the floating, three-bay canoe/kayak
launch remains open until mid-October, and the permanent boat launch stays open as
long as there is open water on the lake.
“With a half-mile of beautiful lake frontage, Sanford Lake Park is a great place to visit in
any season,” John says. “Scenic picnic sites are available year round with a disc golf
course and horseshoe pits nearby.”
And if hiking or biking is more your style, the County offers trails in all of its developed
parks and maintains a 22-mile paved section of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail between
Dublin Rd. and County Line. In fact, two stretches of the paved Rail Trail are plowed all
winter for hiking and biking: Dublin to 8 Mile and Lewis to County Line Rd.
Come and see what the Midland County parks have to offer!
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NEW FARMER’S MARKET IN MIDLAND’S FUTURE?
Momentum Midland is making news with a proposal to create a year round, indooroutdoor market featuring fresh produce, baked goods and specialty items.
The local collaborative effort is dedicated to building on Midland’s existing features and
assets to enhance economic development and quality of life in the area. Their proposal
activates a new portion of Main Street by moving the market from its current location
downtown to Putnam Park on Cronkright Street between Main and Ellsworth.
The City of Midland is currently reviewing the Putnam Park area as a potential site for
the new, upgraded Farmer’s Market facility. Learn more about the City’s review process
for the farmer’s market relocation.

Indoor-outdoor farmer’s markets provide year round
shopping for homegrown and artisanal products as
well as food venues.

MORE IMPORTANT
DATES
October – MSU Extension Chili
Month
October - Nat’l Stop Bullying Day
Oct. 5 - National Child Health Day
Oct. 5-7 – Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Weekend
Oct. 6-12 – Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 6 - Employee Appreciation
Awards (BOC 9:00 am)
Oct. 16 – Boss’s Day
Oct. 21 – Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
Oct. - Flu Clinic (check website)

THE POWER OF PEOPLE - UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN BEGINS
What does it take to run a workplace campaign for United Way? Marisa Boulton,
Community Corrections coordinator, and Laurie Tarkowski, general ledger accountant,
will find out this year as they co-chair the County of Midland Employee United Way
(UW) campaign committee.
Back to top

During its annual campaign, United Way recruits people and organizations with passion, expertise and resources to positively
impact the local community. With a focus on projects and services promoting education, health and self-sufficiency, they
create opportunities for a better life in Midland County.
United Way of Midland County kicks off the 2015 Community Campaign on September 12 with the third annual Community
Colors 5k run/walk to celebrate the power of giving, advocating and volunteering. The 3:00 pm event is open to the public
and begins at Northwood University, following the Rail Trail to the Tridge.
The County’s annual workplace UW campaign will be going strong by the end of September, featuring fun and competitive
activities designed to stimulate giving.
Read more about the United Way of Midland County’s Community Colors 5k and sign up to participate or volunteer!

YOUR OPINION MATTERS - TRIAL COURTS SURVEY THE PUBLIC
If you have business with one of Midland County’s courts in the next few
weeks, you may have a chance to tell them just what you think of the service.
“Trial Courts of Midland County are participating in the 2015 Michigan Trial
Court Public Satisfaction Survey through mid-October,” says Nancy Hall,
judicial assistant to 42nd Circuit Court judge, Stephen Carras. “The annual
surveys are developed and evaluated by the State Court Administrative Office
as a way to assess performance of all courts statewide.”
Each court (Circuit, District, Probate, and Friend of the Court) must distribute
its surveys to court visitors between August 1 and October 31. This year,
surveys will be handed out at the main exit of the Midland County Courthouse
during nine business days between now and October 9. Friend of the Court
will survey visitors on five days.
“The confidential survey is short and to the point with questions specifically about the service you received,” Nancy says.
“With just a few, quick answers, court users can really help us improve our services in the future.”
Read more about the statewide survey and last year’s results.
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SAFE DRIVING REMINDER – SCHOOL BUSES
The Midland County Sheriff’s Office encourages drivers to cut
down on distractions and concentrate on the road as kids of all
ages head back to school.
“Children are often eager to get on and off the bus because they
are excited to get to school, and they are also excited to get home
and tell their parents about their day,” says Sheriff Scott
Stephenson. “Drivers need to be extra cautious around school
buses.”
The Sheriff’s Office offers safety tips for students and motorists
to follow for a safe school year:
Tips for Students:
 Always arrive at the bus stop early
 Before getting on the bus, wait until the bus has come to a complete stop, the door is opened and the bus driver says it’s
OK to board






Once on board, go to your seat and stay seated until the bus arrives at your school or other drop off location
Do not move around on the bus
Always walk on the sidewalk when preparing to cross the street near a bus. Make eye contact with the driver so that you
are sure he or she sees you
Never walk behind the bus

Tips for Motorists:
 Remember that children are unpredictable; use extreme caution when traveling in a school zone
 If you live in an area where there are no sidewalks, drive cautiously and be more alert to the possibility of children
walking in the road
 Be more aware of children playing near school bus stops
 Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on mediums and on curbs
 Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully
 Reduce distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and your surroundings
 Put down your phone – don’t talk or text while driving
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ARE YOU READY?
SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL
PREPAREDNESS MONTH

Natural disasters can happen
pretty much anywhere…even in
Midland County.
Take flooding, for example.
Midland County’s Emergency
Management Coordinator Roger
Garner reminds us that floods
have seriously affected our community many times during the past 100 years; most recently in 1986, 1996, 2013, and 2014.
“In fact, during The Great Flood of 1986, the Tittabawassee River reached 33.94 feet, 10 feet above official flood stage,”
Roger says. “Many homes and businesses were inundated with flood waters. And in 1996, a flash flood overwhelmed the
storm water system and caused the flooding of over 1,000 basements.”
“September is National Preparedness Month, a great reminder for everyone to do some planning,” says Roger. “Just as
communities and schools have emergency plans, it’s a good idea for you and your family to think about disaster preparedness
and make a family plan.”

CREATE A FAMILY DISASTER PLAN:
 Be informed – know where to get emergency information; learn what protective measures to take before, during and
after an emergency
 Know the risks – prepare yourself, your family and your business for disasters
 Make a plan – prepare, plan and stay informed for emergencies; develop a family disaster plan
 Build a kit – Build a kit for disasters; prepare your family to take care of themselves for up to 72 hours after a disaster
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“Just as communities and schools have emergency plans, it’s a good idea for you and your family to
think about disaster preparedness and make a family plan.” – Roger Garner, Emergency
Management Coordinator
Follow Midland County Emergency Management on Facebook. Find more information on disaster planning at
www.ready.gov.

MEET NEW MIDLAND COUNTY PARKS DIRECTOR
BE ON THE LOOKOUT!
SHERIFF DEPARTMENT WARNS OF
SCAM
The Midland County Sheriff’s Office is

JOHN SCHMUDE
After 24 years as director of Saginaw County Parks and Recreation, John Schmude
has made the transition to Midland County, taking over as the new Midland County
Parks and Recreation Director.
Working in Saginaw County as an
operations supervisor, John attended
Central Michigan University earning a
master’s degree in Parks
Administration before moving up to
Saginaw’s director position.

warning residents about a possible scam in
which a caller implies that there is a
warrant out for the arrest of someone in the
household. Calling from 989-289-6641, the
caller claims to be Captain David Harris or

John plans to focus first on learning
the Parks’ general operations before
undertaking a big goal: developing a
master plan for the County’s recently
acquired 117-acre property near
Verity Shores on the west side of
Sanford Lake.

Captain Riley from the Midland County
Sheriff’s Office warrant division. The caller
then asks for payment to take care of the
warrant.
The Midland County Sheriff’s Office has no
separate warrant division and has no

In addition to managing the large
parks system, John has time for a few
personal hobbies, including kayaking
and mountain biking through the
beautiful Midland County Parks.

deputies by the name of David Harris or
Riley. If you hear from this caller, please
call 911 and report it to the Midland County
Sheriff’s Office.

GOT TIRES?
Scrap tires are a troublesome breeding ground for mosquitoes as well as an
environmental concern and eyesore.
Midland County Mosquito Control and Midland Recyclers have teamed up once again
to help Midland County residents dispose of unwanted tires.
The tire drive is slated for Saturday, Sept. 19 from 8:00 am until noon at Midland
Recyclers, 4305 E. Ashman St.
PLEASE NOTE:
Residents need an appointment to drop off tires. Call Midland Recyclers at 6311668 to make your appointment!
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Are you a triathlete? Or do you
just like to run wild?

Tri to Finish
36th Annual Mud
Creek Crawl
“One of the nation's Top 13 Out-Of-The-Way
Races” ̶ Runner’s World

Sunday, Sept. 20
Race time: 9:30 am
Pinehaven Recreation Area
1490 W. Maynard in Sanford
For more info, click here!

WANTED: CLOSED WARRANTS FOR DISTRICT
COURT
With more than 1,000 open warrants under the jurisdiction of the Midland
County District Court, officials want people to know the court will work
with them to get off the list.
The warrant list is published on the County’s website.
Open warrants on the list can be for anything from misdemeanor crimes
to outstanding traffic tickets. The idea behind publishing the list is to
encourage these residents to work with the court to resolve outstanding
issues so the case can be resolved at arraignment.
If your name is on the list, District Court wants to hear from you and can
work with you to resolve the warrant quickly.

2016 BUDGET CALENDAR – IMPORTANT DATES
Sept. 14 – Administrator/Controller recommended budget is
assembled and transmitted to elected officials/dept. heads and the
Board of Commissioners
Nov. 3 – Board of Commissioners adopts general appropriations
resolution and budget

HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZED FOR HIGH QUALITY SERVICES
This month, the Midland County Health Department will receive Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Service’s (MDHHS)
highest honor, Accreditation With Commendation. Midland County’s Health Dept. is currently accredited in several programs,
including Powers and Duties, Food Service, Communicable Disease Control, Hearing, Vision, Immunizations, Wastewater,
HIV/Aids and STD, Family Planning and Children’s Special Health Care Services.
Midland County Health Director Mike Krecek will accept the award from Mark Miller, MDHHS local health department
liaison, who represents three State agencies active in the accreditation process: Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality,
Michigan Dept. of Agriculture and Rural Development, and the Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Services.

ADULT DRUG COURT CELEBRATES NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH
Midland County’s 4-year-old Adult Drug Court Program reminds us that September is National
Recovery Month. Drug Courts are nationally recognized programs found to be more effective
than traditional probation in reducing recidivism and helping people in recovery become
productive members of society.
The program, administered by 42nd Circuit Court, combines treatment with close supervision to
effectively address substance abuse and associated criminal behaviors. To date, 22 people have
graduated from Midland County Adult Drug Court.

Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?
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