DID YOU KNOW?

September 2017 Newsletter
COUNTY LEADERS SHARE INSIGHTS AT WHITE HOUSE
Scott Noesen, Midland County Commissioner, and Bridgette Gransden, Midland
County Administrator/Controller joined more than 50 county commissioners
from across Michigan on Aug. 8 at a White House conference to discuss greater
cooperation between local and federal leaders.

Columbus probably didn’t think the earth
was flat. Historians say there is no doubt
that the educated in Columbus’s day knew
quite well that the earth was round.
Columbus, in fact, owned a copy of
Ptolemy’s Geography, written 1,300 years
before he set sail. The big question for
Columbus, it turns out, was not the shape
of the earth but the size of the ocean he
was planning to cross.
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The Michigan
gathering was one of a
handful arranged this
summer by the Trump
administration to
solicit local views on
public policy
challenges.
“This was a sincere
effort by the
administration to
reach out at the local
level to hear our views
on the impacts of
current and potential policies at the federal level on our individual communities,”
said Scott Noesen. “Over 70% of our County budget comes either directly from
the federal government or via the State of Michigan through things like block
grants and other forms of pass-through financing.”
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Bridgette Gransden says the visit was beneficial to her as well, “In my role, I not
only field questions related to legislative items that could be coming from
Washington and Lansing, but also make recommendations for local action
regarding potential impact. The acknowledgement by the administration of the
importance of the collaborative relationship was both obvious and appreciated.”
In addition to attending the conference, Noesen and Gransden attended a
briefing from the Michigan Association of Counties and National Association of
Counties on “Matters of Importance to Michigan.”

IMPORTANT DATES
Sept. – National Preparedness Month;
Food Safety Month – MSU Extension
Sept. 4 – Labor Day (Offices closed)
Sept. 9-10 Sanford Founder’s Day
Sept. 10 – Parkapalooza, Sanford
Lake Park, 1:00-9:00 pm.
Sept. 10-16 National Assisted Living
Week
Sept. 18 – National Constitution Day
Sept. 21 – World Alzheimer’s Day
Sept. 22 - Fall begins

From the desk of Jenifier Boyer, Midland County’s Emergency
Management Coordinator…
I’d like to take a
moment to
thank everyone
for their hard
work, long
hours and team
approach
during the
flood event.
Everyone did
an amazing job,
and it was such
an honor to see
it all come
together and to
be part of it.
I also would like to say a special thank you to a new person to our team, Al
Bailey, who hopefully, after this recent event, will continue to volunteer and stick
around.
Last November I was introduced to Al as he was interested in stepping up in a
leadership position within the local amateur radio group. This position is critical
to the relationship between emergency management and amateur radio
volunteers in the community. During times of large-scale disasters when normal
lines of communication fail, these volunteers provide backup communications
to the response and relief efforts.

MORE DATES
October – MSU Extension Chili Month
Oct. 1 – World Vegetarian Day
Oct. 2 – Child Health Day; Stop
Bullying Day
Oct. 3 – Employee Appreciation
Awards (Bd of Comm. 9:00 am)
Oct. 7-8 – Annual Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Weekend
Oct. 8-14 – Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 9 – Columbus Day
Oct. 16 – Boss’s Day
Oct. 28 – Make a Difference Day

June 23 would be Al’s first time participating in an exercise with us. Well, let’s
just say he got some experience that day and the days after. Thankfully, we did
not need Al to provide and coordinate backup communications during this
event. However, Al saw a need to help in the EOC and was soon baptized as an
EOC staff member. Al helped wherever he could. He took on the data entry for
damage assessment and the coordination of volunteers and other staff as
needed to get that task accomplished. Al helped out with the Mid-America
Regional Council and coordinated damage reports with the Community
Foundation to track gift card distribution. He also staffed a call center at Homer
Township Fire Station to get information out to residents who reported damage
about resources available. Most recently, he did some additional calls for the
long-term recovery group to verify continuing needs of some residents.
Since June 23, Al has volunteered more than 119 hours of his time, dedicated
solely to the flood response. So Al, thank you!
Editor’s Note: As a token of appreciation, Al Bailey was presented an award by
Midland County Emergency Management on behalf of the 3rd District
Emergency Management Association in recognition of his dedication and
valuable service to Midland County Emergency Management.

PREVENT BULLYING
Tips to Help You and Your Child
Bullying, when one child picks on another repeatedly,
continues to be a problem in schools and can have tragic
consequences.
Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson wants to help ensure
your child is safe from bullying at school and promote an
atmosphere where problems can be worked out constructively,
rather than violently.
Here are a few tips for parents with a child who is being
bullied:
 Help your child learn how to respond by teaching how to
look the bully in the eye, stand tall, and stay calm in a difficult situation; walk away
 Teach your child how to say in a firm voice something like, “Please do NOT talk to me like that”
 Teach your child when and how to ask for help
 Encourage your child to make friends with other children
 Support activities that interest your child
 Alert school officials to the problems and work with them on solutions
 Make sure an adult who knows about bullying can watch out for your child’s safety and well-being when you are
not there
When your child is the bully:
 Be sure your child knows that bullying is NEVER OK
 Set firm and consistent limits on your child’s aggressive behavior
 Be a positive role model and show children they can get what they want without teasing, threatening, or hurting
someone

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK IS SEPT. 10-16
Do you know the warning signs of suicide?
Here's an easy-to-remember mnemonic:
IS PATH WARM?
I Ideation
S Substance Abuse
P Purposelessness
A Anxiety
T Trapped
H Hopelessness
W Withdrawal
A Anger
R Recklessness
M Mood Changes

National Suicide Prevention Week is coming up. The
American Association of Suicidology wants us to know that
suicide prevention is everyone’s business.

Here’s how you can take an active role in suicide
prevention:
• Post the 2017 Suicide Prevention Week graphic as your
profile picture
• Stay informed! Like them on Facebook and follow them on
Twitter
• Check out their store for resources, presentation materials,
and suicide prevention products
• Learn the warning signs and risk factors for suicide
• Host a Suicide Prevention and Awareness event
• Make a donation
Find these resources at www.suicidology.org.

WEST NILE VIRUS ACTIVITY CONTINUES
Protect Yourself from Mosquitoes
A horse in Greendale Township in Midland County that
tested positive for West Nile virus (WNV) in August has
been euthanized due to complications of the disease. The
first known positive WNV horse in Midland County, the
case is an indication of elevated human WNV risk.
Midland County Mosquito Control reports that this recent
case is evidence that that the virus has moved beyond the
normal mosquito-bird-mosquito cycle. Twenty-one birds
(crows and blue jays) have tested positive for the disease
this season, the most ever observed in a season. The
average annual number of positive birds is 4.1. The first birds tested positive unseasonably early in May and are an
indication of higher than normal virus circulation. Mosquitoes tested directly for WNV captured from this location have
subsequently tested positive for the virus.
This area is receiving enhanced fogging from county roads. Additionally, MCMC is currently requesting special approval
from the Dept. of Natural Resources to fog an area of state forest in the immediate area of the positive horse. This
permission will be needed as this area of the forest was not already approved for fogging. Mosquito trapping efforts are
focused on this area to monitor the activity and provide mosquitoes to test for virus.
Midland County Mosquito Control crews are also
making a third seasonal treatment of catchbasins
throughout the county. Catchbasins are crucial for
WNV disease mitigation as the Culex mosquitoes
known to transmit the virus often emerge from the
water in these habitats.
Fortunately, no human cases of WNV have been
documented in the state this season. Most (80%)
individuals who receive a bite from a WNV-infected
mosquito do not suffer apparent sickness. But,
approximately 20% will suffer at least some extent of
viral infection signs/symptoms, and a small percentage
(1%) will develop serious disease including encephalitis.

West Nile Virus - How Does it Work?
West Nile virus has been in Michigan since 2002 and is
detected in Midland County most years. The virus is
maintained in the environment in a cycle that involves
birds and mosquito species that feed on birds.
Humans, horses, and other non-typical hosts can
become infected when bitten by a mosquito that has
picked up the virus by biting a WNV-positive bird.

For the latest maps of infected horses and birds in Michigan, click here. Call Midland County Mosquito Control at (989832-8677) if you notice a blue jay or crow that has recently died.

Protect Yourself from Biting Mosquitoes
Discard or empty water from flower pots, clogged rain gutters, swimming pool covers, scrap tires • Use an insect
repellent containing DEET, IR3535, or picaridin • Use protective clothing and insect repellent during evening
and early morning hours • Avoid outdoor activities during evening and early morning • Wear long-sleeves, long
pants, and socks when outdoors • Keep vegetation trimmed down as much as possible around the home •
Make sure that doors and windows have tight-fitting screens

COMMUNITY PIG ROAST – SUMMER PERFECTION

Pinecrest Farms welcomed more than 200 family, friends, and
neighbors for the annual Community Pig Roast on August 9.
The weather was perfect and the food was delicious.
New to the Pig Roast event this year were horse drawn carriage
rides by Town's End Clydesdale Horses & Carriage. The carriage
ride gave Pinecrest residents a chance to enjoy a tour with family
and friends around the 160-acre property. The Sunshine String
Band returned again to play classic country and folk hits.

Residents and visitors danced to the music for most of
the evening. Keeping with tradition, the Varner family
again prepared delicious roast pork and turkey
throughout the day.

Pinecrest's third annual Appreciation Award was given to
Rick Payne. Rick Payne has been a long-serving
Department of Health & Human Services Board
member and past board president. The appreciation
award is given to a person that has demonstrated passion
for the Pinecrest residents and staff.
"Rick is a public servant that wants what is best for the people that work and live at Pinecrest," said Administrator
Joe Blewett. "Rick is always looking for ways to improve the lives of the residents, and Midland County is fortunate
and grateful for his service and dedication."
Pinecrest will hold the annual event in late July or early August 2018.

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.
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SOME DISTRICT COURT SERVICES TEMPORARILY MOVING
Many functions of Midland’s 75th District Court will be temporarily relocated to the 4th
floor of the Midland County Services Building, 220 W Ellsworth St., effective Tuesday,
September 5. This move will allow contractors to begin the next phase of Courthouse
demolition and reconstruction. The moves are expected to remain in effect through the
end of the year.
District Court support services moving to the County Services Building, 220 W.
Ellsworth St., 4th floor, include:
 District Court collections
• Landlord-tenant filings
 Fine Payments – criminal and traffic • Small claim filings
 Civil filings
• Criminal filings
District Court services remaining at the Courthouse, 301 W Main Street, include:
 Criminal pre-trials
• Zoning arraignment/Pre-trials and hearings
 Probable cause conferences
• Formal traffic hearings
 Preliminary examinations
• Show cause hearings
 Arraignments
• Sentencings
 Pleas

Veterans of Midland County
Was your home or business impacted by the June
severe storms and flooding in Michigan? SBA
can help!
Businesses of All Sizes Can Apply for SBA Disaster
Loans
PHYSICAL DAMAGES: Up to $2 million (Real Estate,
Inventory, Equipment, etc.)
WORKING CAPITAL: Up to $2 million (no physical
damage necessary)
Need Assistance Repairing Your Home?
HOMEOWNERS:
Up to $200,000 for Primary Residence
HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS:
Up to $40,000 for Personal Property
Three Ways to Apply for an SBA Disaster Loan:
ONLINE:
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela
IN-PERSON: Visit a temporary disaster recovery center
MAIL:
Call (800) 659-2955 to have an application mailed to you
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MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

August 2017
(clockwise from top left)
• Overview of the courthouse construction
• A new front landing
• Jury room gets finishing touches
• New carpeting
• Circuit Court furniture returns home

UPDATE

In the Community
WakeUp! Returns September 8th
WakeUp! Midland returns at 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Friday, September 8, at the Great Hall Banquet and
Convention Center. We invite you to wear your favorite team colors and join us as we celebrate fall and
football!

September Talk Show Guests:

Eric Methner
Head Football Coach,
Midland High School

Jason Watkins
Head Football Coach,
H.H. Dow High High School

Thank you to our September WakeUp! Program & Business Spotlight Sponsors...

Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?
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