DID YOU KNOW?

November 2015 Newsletter
RESCUERS RISE TO THE TOP
Local Police and Firemen Earn Honors

Veterans Day, the annual American
holiday honoring military veterans is
celebrated in some parts of the world
on November 11 as Armistice Day or
Remembrance Day, the anniversary
of the signing of the armistice (cease
fire) that ended World War I.
Major hostilities of World War I were
formally ended at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month of
1918 with the German signing of the
Armistice.
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Sheriff ’s Office Lt. Jeffrey Derocher and
Edenville Township’s Richard D. Bacon were
officially proclaimed the 2015 Carl and Esther
Gerstacker Sheriff Deputy of the Year and
County Firefighter of the Year by the Midland
County Board of Commissioners. Derocher
and Bacon, along with Midland Police Sgt. Dan
Keeler and Midland Firefighter Tyler Alden,
were honored at the Carl and Esther Gerstacker
Police and Firefighter of the Year ceremony
hosted by the Midland Exchange Club and
Community Foundation on Oct. 13.
Derocher (left with his wife, Tori) started at the
Midland County Sheriff ’s Office in 2001 as a
Corrections deputy and now serves as assistant
jail manager. He was an integral part of the jail
transition team, planning for and building the
new jail and managing the transfer of
operations and inmates.
Bacon (left, with his
family) one of three
brothers to serve as
Edenville Township
Fire Chief, has been
an active member of
the Edenville Fire
Dept. since 1961
where he has
responsibility for
truck and building
maintenance in
addition to on-thescene firefighting
duties. His wife of 52 years , a son, and a grandchild join him in the department. Read
the full story online.

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov. 1 ̵ Daylight Savings Time
ends; change your smoke alarm
batteries
Nov. 3 ̵ Board of Commissioners
adopts general appropriations
resolution and budget
Nov. 4 & 18 – Flu Clinic
Nov. 8 ̵ Mid-Land (half-marathon)
Run on Pere Marquette Rail Trail
Nov. 1-7 ̵ Winter Hazards
Awareness Week
Nov. 11 ̵ Veteran’s Day (County
offices closed)
Nov. 19 ̵ Great American Smokeout
Nov. 26 – 27 County offices closed
for Thanksgiving

From the Midland County
Health Department…

PROTECT YOURSELF THIS
WINTER!

Flu Clinics: Nov. 4 and 18
Dec. 2

All clinics are located in the
Board of Commissioners Rm.
in the County Services
Building.
Contact the Health Dept. at
989-832-6669 for cost and info.
info.

MORE IMPORTANT
DATES

December – MSU Extension’s Fruit
Cake Month
December – Shop with a Hero at
Meijer
Dec. 1 – Santa arrives in Midland
(info)
Dec. 2 – Flu Clinic
Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 8 – Midland County Service
Awards
Dec. 22 – Winter Solstice
Dec. 24-25 – County offices closed
for Christmas holiday

“In a republic that honors the core of democracy, the greatest amount of
power is given to those called Guardians. Only those with the most impeccable
character are chosen to bear the responsibility of protecting the democracy.”
̶ Plato
ABOVE AND BEYOND

Outstanding County Employees Celebrated
“Midland County is so lucky to have stand-out employees – those with outstanding
accomplishments in the performance of their every day job and those who take on onetime projects above and beyond their normal job duties,” says Board of Commissioners
chair Mark Bone. “We like to give those dedicated employees some well-deserved
recognition at a public Board meeting to thank them for their extra efforts.”
Laura Lee, an employee of the Sheriff ’s Office and member of the Employee
Appreciation Committee, says October’s seven award winners were nominated for the
award by fellow County employees. “It really means a lot to be recognized for a job well
done – especially when that recognition comes from your peers,” Laura says.
Honorees include:
 Andy Abnet (Information Technology) – for setting up a new employee’s computer
and phone system
 Tiffany Bellinger (Pinecrest Farms) – said to be “the type of caregiver and employee
that an assisted living facility hopes and dreams to find”
 Randy Bunting (Treasurer’s Office) – for implementing a new deposit system for
inmates
 Jason Haruska (Sheriff’s Office) – for his ability to be versatile and able to work
anywhere in the jail
 Joyce McLaughlin (Mosquito Control) – who has been the office manager for over
20 years, fielding hundreds of calls every year from residents and tending to their needs
with professionalism
 Diane Scott (Prosecutor’s Office) – nominated by coworkers for her outstanding
efforts for the past 11 years
 Jeremy Spindler (Parks and Recreation) – an important part of the community
service project being developed utilizing juvenile offenders
 Daniel Young (Sheriff’s Office) – the “backbone of shift #4, for his versatility
making him a go-to guy for any task at any workstation under any circumstances

MOSQUITO
CONTROL
CHALLENGES

Changes Hamper
Control Efforts in
Out-County Areas
Relatively few
people really take an
interest in how the
State of Michigan
manages its
property, but in a
forested county like
Midland, their plans

can impact our lives – and, in this case, our protection from mosquito-borne diseases.
The Forestry Stewardship Council, an international organization that certifies forestry products from state land, recently
expanded its list of prohibited insecticides to include all of the products used in Michigan to control adult mosquitoes through
adulticiding or “fogging” operations. This means that public mosquito control agencies will have to seek a derogation (special
permission) in 2016 to continue their program of treating state lands.
“Fogging state land perimeters is important to our ability to protect people from mosquito-borne diseases such as West Nile Virus and
encephalitis,” say Carl Doud, Ph.D., Mosquito Control Director. “Fogging in forested areas interrupts mosquito migration from the
woods to populated areas, reducing human contact with mosquitoes. Because many species of mosquitoes can move miles from their
larval habitats in search of a blood meal, treating only in residential areas is not effective for area-wide mosquito control.”
Mosquito Control is coordinating with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources to apply for special permission to treat
state land in 2016, and public feedback from stakeholders is an important part of the process. Instructions on providing
feedback can be found on Midland County Mosquito Control’s homepage.

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
Probate Judge Dorene Allen Honored for Community
Service
Midland County Probate Judge Dorene Allen was honored with the 2015
Northwood University Naegele Distinguished Community Service Award,
given annually for civic stewardship on Northwood’s campus and in the
Midland community.
The Michigan campus of Northwood University presents the annual award
to a person, group or organization who, by their actions, has enhanced the
mission of Northwood University while improving the Midland
community, the Michigan campus, and most importantly, the quality of life
for Northwood students.

Probate Judge Dorene Allen accepts the
Naegele Distinguished Community Service
Award from Northwood University.

“You are an outstanding humanitarian, community leader,
and role model for our students, and it is our great pleasure
to recognize you in this way.”
̶ Dr. Keith A. Pretty, Northwood University
President and CEO
HOPING FOR A BREAK THIS WINTER?
Weather Experts Predict El Nino for 2015/2016
Good news for some Michiganders. The National Weather Service
in Detroit and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration are predicting an “el Nino winter” in the United
States this year with warmer, drier conditions in the north than
we’ve seen in recent years – maybe even record-breaking.
While the effects of el Nino on northern hemisphere weather are
complex, they basically impact the transport of heat and
momentum from the tropics to the north pole. The strong el Nino
expected this year will strengthen the polar vortex, locking it in the
higher latitudes and preventing the coldest air from making its way
to the northern U.S.

Just how warm will it be? Experts are hoping for a winter along the lines of those we saw in 1982 and 1997 ̶ the strongest el
Nino winters in the past 75 years. Fingers crossed!
STAY ALERT AND STAY ALIVE
Car-Deer Crashes Increase in the Fall
According to the Michigan Deer Crash Coalition, there are
125 deer-vehicle crashes every day in the Great Lakes
states. And last year, almost 53,000 accidents in Michigan
involved deer.
“The best way to avoid a car-deer accident is to pay extra
attention,” says Sheriff Scott Stephenson. “The deer
population will be on the move in the fall when hunting
season is in full swing, so the possibility of car-deer
crashes increases. Many times you will see them around
dawn or dusk ̶ this is when deer are most active.”
Motorists should look beyond the beam of their
headlights for the shining eyes of deer that may be near
the path of your vehicle. Trying to dodge a deer is not a
good idea, according to Sheriff Stephenson. Deer often move erratically, and swerving may cause you to lose control of your
vehicle or collide with another motorist.
Avoid hitting a deer:

If a crash is inevitable:















Heed posted warning signs for deer habitat.
Drive at a safe speed.
Drive defensively and be prepared to take
evasive action.
Drive so you are able to stop within the space
of your headlights.
Observe your surroundings and scan the
road for wildlife.
Be especially alert at sunset and sunrise.
Use your high beams at night when possible.
Slow down when other cars are driving
erratically.
Be alert even when you approach a town
or city.
If you suddenly have a deer in front of your
car, brake firmly without swerving or leaving
your lane.






If traffic allows, try to steer away from where
the animal is coming from.
Shift your line of sight to the spot you are
steering toward. If you look at the animal you
are likely to steer that way.
Try to skim rather than fully impact the animal.
Brake firmly.
If you hit an animal, pull over if possible and
put on your hazard lights.
Check passengers for injuries and call 9-1-1.

IN LOVING MEMORY
Myrtis McDonald, Former Midland County Probate Judge
People headed into Midland County Probate Court between 1949 and 1979 may not have
known that Judge Myrtis McDonald was the first woman to serve as the county’s probate
judge, but her career paved the way for more women to sit on the bench in the Midland
County Courthouse. Myrtis M. McDonald Lowery, of Midland, died September 4, 2015.
She was 102. The Midland High graduate was born in Lincoln Township on Aug. 4, 1913,
and resided in Midland County her entire life. Read the full story online.

CALLING ALL VETERANS
Midland County Veterans’ Services Can Help
With the celebration of Veterans Day, we are reminded of the many sacrifices made by
military veterans in protecting our country. In Midland County, veterans and their
dependents have someone in their corner to ensure they receive all the benefits they have
earned through their military service.
Midland County Veterans
Counselor Ross Ahlich can help
Midland County veterans apply for
federal and state benefits.

Celebrate Veterans
Day November 11!
Join us in honoring America's
veterans for their patriotism, love
of country, and willingness to
serve and sacrifice for the
common good.
MIDLAND VETERANS OF
FOREIGN WARS - 11:00 am in
front of the Midland County
Veterans Memorial (contact the
Midland VFW at 989-496-3410 for
more)
COLEMAN VETERANS
MEMORIAL - Contact Denny
Yancer at 989-941-1156 for info or
follow them on Facebook.

Veteran’s Counselor Ross Ahlich says Midland County veterans and dependents received
more than $35,300,000 in benefits last year. Midland County Veterans’ Services
collaborates with other agencies to help veterans receive all of the benefits available to
them. Ross also reminds veterans who winter in the south that he can help file claims in the
southern states as well. Visit the website, stop by the County Services Building office, email
Ross (rahlich@co.midland.mi.us) or call him at 989-832-6843 for more information.
Federal benefits for veterans:
 Service-connected Compensation
 Pensions – Basic, Housebound, Aid & Attendance
 Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
 Memorial Burial Benefits
 Education Benefits
 Insurance Benefits
 Homeless Veterans Programs
 Veterans Affairs Medical Services
 Medical Care (outpatient care, respite care, palliative care)
 Retirement Benefits
State benefits for veterans:
 Michigan Veterans Trust Fund
 Soldier Sailor Relief Act
 Michigan Veterans Homes
 Education Benefits
 Retirement Benefits

COMMISSIONERS CONFIRM 2015 VOTER-APPROVED MILLAGE
RATES
Rates for extra voted millages will appear on tax bills due this February. Property
owners will see an increase in taxes for Senior Services (increasing from 0.8025 to 0.875
mill). The increase is equal to $7.25 on a home with a taxable value of $100,000. Also,
this is the first year property owners will pay their added 1 mill road levy that voters
approved in 2014. Properties are taxed at the rate of 1 mill ($1) for every $1,000 of
equalized value.
Contact your city or township for more information on payment of property taxes.
Midland County 2016 Special Millages:
▪ Road (2012) – 1 mill
▪ EMS – 0.55 mill
▪ Road (2014) – 1 mill
▪ Mosquito – 0.42 mill
▪ Senior Services – 0.875 ▪ Pinecrest – 0.37 mill

▪ 9-1-1 – 0.60
▪ ETC – 0.25 mill

Newsflash…
MIDLAND COUNTY WINS THE
ANNUAL CITY VS. COUNTY CHANGE 4
CHANGE WAR!
Although Midland City employees jumped out
to an early lead, Midland County employees later
blew the lid off the competition, beating the
City donors by $101. Together, the teams raised
nearly $1,000 for United Way. Nice job teams!

Reminder from the Health
Department :
2016 health plans and prices are
available for review online, and
enrollment and renewals begin
Nov. 1. Check out the plans at
www.healthcare.gov.

Find your family or
small business health
plan today!

WINTER HAZARDS AWARENESS
WEEK: NOV. 1-7, 2015
Watch…Warning…What’s the
Difference?

According to the Emergency Management
Coordinator Roger Garner and the Michigan
Committee for Severe Weather Awareness, on
average, a major winter storm hits somewhere
in Michigan at least once per month between
October and April. These storms can be
severe, causing injuries and deaths from
traffic crashes on slippery roads, snow
shoveling, and cold temperatures.
Know your winter weather warnings and
advisories:
 A winter storm watch indicates
severe winter weather conditions
may affect your area in the next 12 to
48 hours
 A winter storm warning indicates severe winter conditions are imminent (specific warnings include ice storm
warning, lake effect snow warning, winter storm warning)
 A winter storm warning for heavy snow generally indicates snowfalls of at least 8 inches
 Blizzard warnings are issued when sustained wind speeds or frequent gusts of at least 35 miles per hour are
accompanied by considerable falling and/or blowing snow, for a period of at least 3 hours
 Winter weather advisories are issued when snowfalls are expected to be less hazardous than warning criteria
(generally indicates for the lower peninsula - 4 to 5 inches expected in a 12-hour period; in the upper peninsula - 4 to
7 inches in that same time period)
For more news on severe weather warnings and advisories, check out Midland County Emergency Management’s facebook
page at www.facebook.com/MidlandCountyEmergencyManagement or the National Weather Service.

On the street…

Scrap tires collected from residents are
transported to CM Rubber Technologies
near Coleman for processing and sold for
use in a variety of applications such as
landscaping and playgrounds. CM Rubber
accepts tires from county residents year
round for a small fee.

TRUANCY TRAINING 101
Probate Court and JCC Host Class for Schools
Probate Court’s training for Midland County school
administrators and truancy officers has been a key to
communication and collaboration between schools and the
juvenile court since the truancy program began in 2001. In
October, the annual truancy training open house at the
Juvenile Care Center (JCC) covered truancy procedures
and provided materials to enforce school attendance.

Judge Allen swears in school truancy officers at the Oct. 8
training session at the Juvenile Care Center.

In 2012, Midland County implemented the statewide
Pathways to Potential program geared toward reducing
barriers to attendance in elementary schools. Today, four
elementary schools in Midland collaborate with juvenile
court, Community Mental Health for Central Michigan
and the Michigan Dept. of Human Services to follow the
successful protocol.
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