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Clean-up Complete!

Debris mitigation work has
been completed in Sanford
Lake Park in Sanford and
River Trails Heritage Park in
Edenville. This work was done
to help keep our community
safe in future flood events by
preventing debris from floating
downstream and endangering
life and property.

Recently Seen on Facebook

Eagle Project for the Birds

IMPORTANT DATES
May
National Mental Health Awareness Month
National Lyme Disease Awareness Month
National Motorcycle Awareness Month
May 6-12 - National Nurses Week
3 National Teacher Appreciation Day
rd

8th Mother’s Day
21st Armed Forces Day
30st Memorial Day, County Buildings
Closed
June
LGBTQIA Pride Month
Men’s Health Month
1 World Reef Awareness Day
st

6th D-Day
14th Flag Day
14th Scrap Tire Collection Drive

Many birds are moving into new or cleaned and
refreshed homes this spring thanks to Evan Hannon
of Boy Scout Troop 761. Evan’s Eagle Scout project
included cleaning or rebuilding approximately twenty
bird houses along with mentoring younger scouts on
the proper placement of the bird house boxes. These
boxes are along the Pere Marquette Rail Trail between
Tittabawassee River Rd. and Dublin.

15th Household Hazardous Waste
Collection
18th National Go Fishing Day
19th Father’s Day
23rd National Detroit-Style Pizza Day

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
INFO ONLINE
Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes for all Board
and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
View Recorded Meetings.
Published monthly by the County
of Midland for employees and
county residents. Submit content to
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com.
Subscribe to receive reminder when our
newsletter is published.
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COVID-19 Update
April 28, 2022

Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
Midland County Department of Public Health

The predominant circulating SARS-CoV-2 (virus that causes COVID-19) variant
is the BA.2 subvariant of omicron. This subvariant is even more transmissible
than the original omicron variant that we saw back in January. The Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) anticipates COVID-19
cases will rise through May 2022. Michigan, including Midland County, has
seen rising case numbers in the past 3 weeks. Midland County has moved from moderate to
substantial transmission as of April 21, 2022. The Midland County positivity rate has increased
from a low of 1.7% at the end of March to 10.4% as of April 26, 2022.
While cases are on the rise, hospitalizations and mortality are not expected to increase
significantly, given levels of vaccination, boosters and immunity from the recent Omicron spike.
Be aware of the increased transmission and make personal decisions to protect yourself from
COVID-19 based upon individual risk considerations.
COVID-19 is highly transmissible in close personal settings. Prevent spread at spring events
including proms, graduations, weddings and other gatherings. High quality masks, such as N-95’s
and KN-95’s, help reduce transmission in crowded indoor spaces. Transmission of COVID-19 is
less likely at outside verses inside events. Have over-the-counter tests on hand and test before
and after you travel. Test in advance of group celebrations and gatherings, especially when events
may include family and friends who are more vulnerable to COVID-19 infection. Test if you have
symptoms or become exposed to someone with COVID-19. Stay home if you are ill. Follow the CDC
guidelines for isolation and quarantine. Speak to your physician ahead of time to find out if you
qualify for treatments if you are infected and make sure you are up-to-date on vaccines.

Additional References: COVID-19 test finder
Contact Midland County Department of Public Health with any questions: MCDPH@co.midland.mi.us or 989832-6380
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Memorial Day
Memorial Day, which became an official federal holiday in 1971, was originally known as Decoration
Day and began in the years following the Civil War. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by
visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Here are
some local activities for the remembrance of Memorial Day.

Midland, May 30th
8:00 a.m. Remembrance Ceremony, Veteran section of the Midland
Cemetery
Immediately following Naval Ceremony for deceased Navy Personnel,
Emerson Park at the walking bridge that crosses Stoney Creek as it empties
in the Tittabawassee River
9:00 a.m Presentation of Wreaths, Midland County Veterans Memorial
located in the front of the Midland County Courthouse. Hosted by American Legion Post 165
Auxiliary President, Rosemary Howden. Past State Commander, will be the keynote speaker.
10:00 a.m. Memorial Day Parade, The parade route will start at W. Main to Rodd St. and end
at Nelson Street. The Parade Marshall is World War II Naval veteran Harold Mohr. RM2C Mohr
served in the Pacific Theater earning the American Area Campaign Medal, Asiatic & Pacific Area
Campaign Medal with one Star, The Philippine Liberation Medal and the Victory Medal. Harold
Mohr also participated in the occupational landing carried out at Aomori, Honshu on the 25 of
September 1945.
Following the completion of the parade, Memorial Ceremonies Conclusion, Midland Band
Shell, Central Park. Music will be provided by the Midland High School Marching Band and
Northeast Intermediate Marching Band.

Coleman
May 29th, 1 p.m. Coleman Veterans Memorial “United By Sacrifice” Concert
May 30th 10 a.m. Coleman Memorial Day Parade, 30th Old Grocery Store Parking lot to 111
First Street

Sanford
May 30th, 1 p.m. Memorial Day Parade, starts at the St. Paul Lutheran Church. It will make its
way to the cemetery, where wreaths will be presented after the parade.
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PREPAREDNESS BY THE MONTH
Do1Thing For May - Work, School & Community
Make sure the people who count on you are prepared for a disaster.
Disasters can happen at any time. If you are away from home do you know where to find safe
shelter locations? Do you know what the emergency procedures are for your child’s school or
for your workplace? Will people who count on you know what to do if you can’t reach them?
Know how to make sure you and your loved ones are safe in a disaster, no matter where you are.
Tasks
1. Make sure emergency procedures are in place for your workplace or school.
2. Give emergency kits to people who count on you.
3. Know how others in your community will respond in a disaster.
For more information on these tasks go to do1thing.com/individuals/work-schoolcommunity/ and to https://www.co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement.aspx for
local information.

Household HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household
items that are considered hazardous, such as
chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides,
insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste
Collection days. Household hazardous materials
(HHM) can lead to contamination of groundwater,
surface water, well water, or other water sources when
spilled on the ground, poured down the drain, or
placed in trash containers. This is your opportunity
to safely and properly dispose of most hazardous
materials you may have in your home.

Dates scheduled for 2022 are:
Wednesday, June 15
Tuesday, August 16
Wednesday, October 12

Appointments are required, click here for more
information and to schedule appointments or call
the Midland County Health Department at 989-8326681. Be prepared to indicate the type and amount of
materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County
residents with appointments will be allowed to drop off
materials.
These collections are made possible by a partnership
between the City of Midland and the Midland County
Department of Public Health.
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Rail Trail Repairs
Construction staging is taking place in preparation to repair the damaged section of the Pere
Marquette Rail Trail (PMRT) from the Averill Drain heading west to the intersection of Saginaw
Road and North 7 Mile Road. Construction will begin immediately with an approximated
completion date of late August to early September.
Please stay off closed sections of the trail for your safety and the safety of the workers while this
project is taking place.
Midland County Parks and Recreation would like to thank the Midland community for your
patience throughout this process. We are looking forward to a fully open Rail Trail and a smooth
ride very soon!

PMRT Repair Zone

Map Publication:
04/11/2022 9:19 AM

0.6km
0.4mi

Disclaimer: This map does not
represent a survey or legal
document and is provided on an
"as is" basis. Midland County
expresses no warranty for the
information displayed on this map
document.

4/11/22, 1:28 PM
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The Midland Area Farmers Market 2022 season will begin Saturday, May 7
and operate every Wednesday and Saturday from 7 a.m.-1 p.m. until Saturday,
October 29. The market will operate on Saturdays only Nov. 5, 12, and 19, 9 a.m.-12
noon. The market will be in the Dow Diamond East Parking lot and features fresh
vegetables, fruit, baked goods, meat, fish, cheese, eggs, plants and flowers, and
more, sourced from our community.
The Midland Area Farmers Market is proud to partner with Isabella Bank to offer
the token program for patrons to use their debit, credit or Bridge card. We will also
be offering the Double Up Food Bucks Program again, which allows shoppers to
get extra dollars to spend on Michigan-grown produce when using a Bridge card.
All types of tokens can be purchased at the Isabella Bank booth.

Midland Blooms Returns May 21st
The Midland Business Alliance is once again coordinating Midland
Blooms, an annual beautification project for the community. The program
typically brings over 500 community residents and businesses together
for a one-day volunteer service project planting flowers on Midland’s
Eastman Avenue corridor providing community ownership residents can
be proud of as well as community beautification. This year, red petunias
will be planted on the 2.5 mile stretch on Eastman from Wackerly to
Buttles.
For the second year, Corteva Agriscience is the premier business sponsor
for the program. Primrose Retirement Communities will be hosting a sitdown pancake breakfast outdoors for volunteers following planting.
You are invited to lead a Blooms Planting Team and recruit 8-10
volunteers. Please click here to register your team or for more
information. Volunteer planters are asked to arrive at 8:30 a.m. on May
21st at their designated section with planting completed by noon.
If you are unable to volunteer and would like to support Midland Blooms
financially, please send your charitable contribution to Midland Business
Alliance Foundation, 300 Rodd St., Suite 101, Midland, MI 48640. You
may also donate via the GiveLocal campaign through the Midland Area
Community Foundation on May 3rd, 2022.
May 2022
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Cybercriminals Trick Victims into Transferring
Funds to “Reverse” Instant Payments
According to the Federal Bureau of Investigations cybercriminals are
targeting victims with a sophisticated phishing and social engineering scam
which results in victims unwittingly sending funds to the actors using digital
payment apps. They take advantage of payment apps connected to bank
accounts. These payment apps are meant for the quick transfer of funds
between registered users, with only the recipient’s email or mobile number
needed to initiate an instant payment transaction. The scam starts when cyber actors send financial
institution customers an automated text message similar to the following:
Free Msg- (Insert financial
institution name here) Bank
Fraud Alert- Did You Attempt
an Instant Payment in the
amount of $5,000.00? REPLY
YES or NO or 1 To STOP ALERTS
The payment amount and financial institution name changes from victim to victim. If customers
reply to the text with “No,” a follow-up message is sent:
Our fraud specialist will be
contacting you shortly
The actors-who typically speak English without a discernable accent-then call the victim from a
number which appears to match the financial institution’s legitimate 1-800 support number and
claim to represent the institution’s fraud department. Once the actor establishes credibility, they
walk the victim through the various steps needed to “reverse” the fake instant payment transaction
referenced in the text message.
In these schemes, background information on the victims appears to have been well researched.
In addition to knowing the victim’s financial institution, the actors often had further information
such as the victim’s past addresses, social security number, and the last four digits of their bank
accounts. This information was used to convince customers that the steps being requested of them
were the financial institution’s legitimate process for retrieving stolen funds.
Using the bank’s legitimate website or application, the actor instructs the victim to remove their
email address from their digital payment app. The actor, after asking for the victim’s email address,
adds it to a bank account controlled by the actor. After the email address has been changed, the
actor tells the victim to start another instant payment transaction to themselves that will cancel
or reverse the original fraudulent payment attempt. Believing they are sending the transaction to
themselves, the victims are in fact sending instant payment transactions from their bank account
to the actor-controlled bank account. In many cases, the cyber actors engaged with victims for
several days. Victims often only realized they had been scammed after they checked their financial
account’s balance.

continued on next page
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Cybercriminals Trick Victims - Continued
The FBI recommends the following precautions:
•

•
•
•
•

Be wary of unsolicited requests to verify account information. Cyber actors can use email
addresses and phone numbers which may then appear to come from a legitimate financial
institution. If a call or text is received regarding possible fraud or unauthorized transfers, do
not respond directly.
If an unsolicited request to verify account information is received, contact the financial
institution’s fraud department through verified telephone numbers and email addresses on
official bank websites or documentation, not through those provided in texts or emails.
Enable Multi Factor Authentication (MFA) for all financial accounts, and do not provide MFA
codes or passwords to anyone over the phone.
Understand financial institutions will not ask customers to transfer funds between accounts
in order to help prevent fraud.
Be skeptical of callers that provide personally identifiable information, such as social
security numbers and past addresses, as proof of their legitimacy. The proliferation of largescale data breaches over the last decade has supplied criminals with enormous amounts of
personal data, which may be used repeatedly in a variety of scams and frauds.

Source: https://www.ic3.gov/Media/Y2022/PSA220414

Learn to Hug-A-Tree if You Get Lost!
It’s spring and you want to get outside! Do you know what you should do if you find you are lost?
How about your children? A lost person can help themselves be found quickly by following a few
basic steps. First, stop moving and Hug-A-Tree, second, be visible, and third is to be prepared
with a few basic things when venturing out that can help save your life. Midland County Search
and Rescue (MCSAR) has trained Hug-A-Tree volunteers are available to teach children in area
schools, camps, and youth organizations how to help themselves if they get lost. The in-person
program includes activities, a video, and handouts for
children and parents and is geared for ages 5-12 years.
The program is also available on-demand through
Midland Community TV (MCTV). The Hug-A-Tree
program is made possible by the support of the National
Association of Search and Rescue (NASAR).
MCSAR is an all-volunteer organization
offering support, assistance, and management when someone goes missing
in Mid-Michigan. MCSAR is organized exclusively to safely locate, assist
with stabilization and transporting missing persons of Midland County and
surrounding communities on behalf of the office of the Sheriff of Midland County.
MCSAR provides relief, reassurance and hope to families who are dealing with a
missing loved one. We use behavioral science to answer the question, “Where would this person
go?” and follow the national command system to adapt to the changing needs on the scene. We
are trained to know how to search, manage others who have less training, identify and request
additional search resources, determine which areas have the greatest probability of success, track
the areas that have been searched, and assess when it is necessary to end a search.
New members are always welcome, learn more at MidlandSAR.org. For more information or to
schedule your Hug-A-Tree presentation contact us at: lbeyerle@co.midland.mi.us.
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Reducing Potential Spread of “Bird Flu” by Temporarily
Removing Bird Feeders
As Michigan continues to respond to detections of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) –
commonly referred to as “bird flu” – some residents are asking questions about how best to keep
themselves, their poultry flocks and wild bird populations safe. This is of greater interest now,
as popular passerines (including many songbird species) make the spring migration back to
Michigan and seek out food sources such as backyard bird feeders.
With HPAI confirmed in wild birds and domestic flocks in several counties throughout Michigan,
including Saginaw County, wildlife and animal health experts in the state’s departments of Natural
Resources and Agriculture and Rural Development have been fielding increased calls about the
HPAI virus. Follow the current status of HPAI in Michigan counties at Michigan.gov/BirdFlu.
Megan Moriarty, the state wildlife veterinarian with the
DNR, said it is important to note that while all birds are
potentially susceptible to HPAI, some are more likely than
others to become infected and die. Domestic birds and
some wild birds, like waterfowl, raptors and scavengers,
are highly susceptible and have been particularly
affected by this disease.
“Current research suggests songbirds are less
susceptible to highly pathogenic avian influenza and are
unlikely to play a significant role in spreading the virus,”
Moriarty said. “However, much remains unknown, and
surveillance and testing for HPAI in this group of birds is less common, resulting in a knowledge
gap.”
One easy way the public can help reduce the potential spread of HPAI is to remove outdoor bird
feeders. Though there isn’t yet any widespread recommendation from state agencies to do so,
temporary removal of these food sources could be helpful, especially for anyone who has highly
susceptible species – domestic poultry, raptors or waterfowl – living nearby. Similarly, removal
could be a wise choice for those who observe high-risk species like blue jays, crows or ravens
hanging around backyard bird feeders. This temporary removal of bird feeders and baths may
only last for the next couple months, or until the rate of HPAI spread in wild and domestic birds
decreases.
“If you’re concerned about this virus and want to act from a place of abundant caution, removing
your bird feeders for now makes sense, but it isn’t yet a critical step,” Moriarty said. “With warmer
springtime weather on the way, too, birds will have more natural food sources readily available to
them, so chances are many people will be taking down feeders in a few weeks anyway.”
If people choose to continue using their bird feeders, please keep this guidance in mind:
•
•
•

Thoroughly clean bird feeders with a diluted bleach solution (and rinse well) once per week.
Regularly cleaning helps protect birds against other infections, including salmonella.
Clean up birdseed that has fallen below the feeders to discourage large numbers of birds
and other wildlife from congregating in a concentrated area.
Don’t feed wild birds, especially waterfowl, near domestic flocks.

continued on next page
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Bird Flu - Continued
Reporting wild bird deaths
Anyone who notices what appear to be unusual or unexplained deaths among wild bird
populations is asked to report the information either by:
•
•

Using the DNR’s Eyes in the Field app. Choose the “diseased wildlife” reporting option.
Calling the DNR Wildlife Disease Laboratory at 517-336-5030.

HPAI in domestic flocks
Highly pathogenic avian influenza is highly contagious and can be spread to domestic flocks by
wild birds, through contact with infected poultry, by equipment, and on the clothing and shoes of
caretakers. Make sure domestic poultry (e.g., chickens, turkeys, geese and ducks raised for the
production of meat or eggs) is separate from and has no
contact with wild birds.
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, these HPAI detections do not present an
immediate public health concern. No human cases of
this strain of HPAI virus have been detected in the United
States. Also, no birds or bird products infected with HPAI
will enter the food chain. As a reminder, all poultry and
eggs should be handled and cooked properly, with a safe
cooking temperature of 165 degrees Fahrenheit.
“It is vital for poultry owners to take every step possible
to keep wild birds away from their flocks and follow other biosecurity measures,” said State
Veterinarian Nora Wineland. “Simple, yet effective mitigation strategies help protect not only your
flock but others around the state. We have to work together to keep Michigan’s domestic and wild
bird populations safe and healthy.”
Domestic bird owners and caretakers should watch for unusual deaths, a drop in egg production,
a significant decrease in water consumption or an increase in sick birds. If avian influenza is
suspected, immediately contact MDARD at 800-292-3939 (daytime) or 517-373-0440 (after hours).
For more information, visit Michigan.gov/BirdFlu.
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Press Release April 20, 2022
Questions about wild birds: Ed Golder (DNR), 517-284-5815

Meet the Department
Prosecuting Attorney

The Mission of the Midland County Prosecuting Attorney’s
office is to seek justice for the citizens of Midland County
by enforcing the law vigorously, impartially, and efficiently.
The guilty shall be held accountable and the innocent
protected. Learn how they help people turn their lives
around and have a positive impact in our community.
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 4 - September 16, 2022
and
May 9 - September 16, 2022
(Two hiring start dates - April 4th and May 9th)
$14.10/1st year
$14.60/2nd year
$15.35/3rd year

Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control operations. Conducts
field inspections and application of insecticides in areas such as woodlots,
flooded fields, marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with
significant obstacles; will work outdoors in a variety of weather conditions
including rain and variable temperatures; performs routine maintenance and
repair of equipment; maintains daily records of activities; attends training
programs; answers questions and interacts with the public. Exposure to
environmental allergens such as grass, weeds and pollens.
Onsite training provided for the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development Registered Applicator exam. Must be able to work weekends,
holidays and shift work. Must be able to lift and/or carry 40lbs over rough
terrain.
Applications accepted until all positions are filled.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s license and good driving record
mandatory; ability to read maps and perform simple math computations. Must pass a physical, drug test and background check. In
order to be considered for these positions you must provide a Midland County Employment Application which can be submitted at:
Midland County Human Resources Department
220 W Ellsworth Street
Midland, MI 48640-5194

If you prefer email send to HR@co.midland.mi.us.
For additional question contact (989) 832-6797. Applications will be reviewed as they are received. You can obtain an application or
submit your application online at:

Midland County Parks and Recreation is hiring Seasonal Staff for the
summer! Deadline to apply: Open until filled
Seasonal Park Ranger/Maintenance - Performs park maintenance tasks and participates in the construction

and repair of park facilities. Operates park vehicles and landscaping equipment. Oversees park visitors to
ensure adherence to park rules and regulations. Works outside on a regular basis with exposure to various
weather conditions. Starting wage: $14.10/hr.
Requirements - Applicants must be at least 18 years of age or older, retain a high school diploma or
equivalent and possess a clean driving record.

Candidates desiring consideration for this position must pass a physical/drug screen and criminal background
check. Candidates must be able to work weekends, holidays and multiple shifts (40 hr. workweek).
May 6 - October 30, 2022.
For consideration, you must complete a Midland County Employment Application, which can be obtained at
the Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W. Ellsworth Street, Midland, MI 48640-5194 or
online at https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx. Contact (989) 832-6876 ext. 5
with any related questions.

Midland County Phone Directory
Administrator/Controller

989-832-6797

Human Resources

989-832-6797

Board of Commissioners

989-832-6775

Information Technology

989-832-6653

Circuit Court - Clerk

989-832-6735

Jail

989-832-6612

Circuit Court - MI-Hope

989-832-6810

Juvenile Care Cntr - Judge Allen

989-837-6080

Circuit Court - Probation

989-832-6760

Mosquito Control

989-832-8677

Citizens Probation Council 989-832-6863

Mental Health Court

989-832-6834

Community Corrections

989-832-6646

MSU Extension

989-832-6640

County Clerk

989-832-6739

Parks and Recreation

989-832-6876

District Court

989-832-6700

Pinecrest Farms

989-832-6634

District Court - Probation

989-832-6710

Probate Court - Judge Allen

989-832-6880

Drain Commissioner

989-832-6770

Prosecuting Attorney

989-832-6722

Drug Court

989-832-6864

Public Guardian

989-837-7145

Emergency Management

989-832-6750

Register of Deeds

989-832-6820

Equalization

989-832-6844

Sheriff’s Department

989-839-4600

Facilities Management

989-832-6790

Township Code Authority

989-837-6521

Finance

989-832-6874

Treasurer

989-832-6850

Friend of the Court

989-832-6801

Trial Court Administrator

989-832-6832

Health

989-832-6380

Veteran’s Services

989-832-6843

Midland County Supports
Earth Day Every Day
Did you know the Jail facility is primarily heated and
cooled using a geothermal system? How about that
Pinecrest Farms has a 20k Watt solar farm on its rooftop?
Watch this short video and learn how Midland County
Facilities seeks opportunities to reduce energy usage and
how you can have an impact in your home too.
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