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Welcome Marley!

Learning is hard work!

Marley is an 18-week-old English Cream Golden Retriever puppy who is in training to
become the newest canine companion/therapy dog at the Midland County Juvenile Care
Center. Dory, the current therapy dog, has put in many years of work and could use a little
help. Marley was donated by Kathryn Bolinger, an attorney based out of Gratiot County.
Kathryn has represented many juveniles who have been placed at our facility and wanted to
support our work here in a way that would positively impact the children she represents, as
well as all of the other youth we serve.
continued on next page

Recently Seen on Facebook

Meet Marley - continued
IMPORTANT DATES
March
Women’s History Month
Brain Injury Awareness Month
1st Paczki Day
2nd World Teen Mental Wellness Day
8th International Women’s Day
10th World Kidney Day
14th Return to Daylight Saving Time
21st World Down Syndrome Day
24th Equal Pay Day
Dory and Marley - They Dynamic Duo!

Presently, Marley spends her days split between the
Monarch Academy (Day Treatment) and the secure
Detention portion of the
building. She is becoming
familiar with the building
and spending time with
the kids. She’s not shy,
loves to wrestle and play
fetch, and is a very vocal
little puppy. The kids love
having Marley around to
play with, teach tricks,
and just relax with. The
staff have also noted the
positive effect that having
a dog around the facility is
having on them.
It’s been a great experience
and much of the credit
is owed to Judge Allen.
“I approached her a few
months ago and asked
her if we could bring in
another therapy dog in
for the kids.” Said Ryan
Griffus, Director/Deputy
Court Administrator. Judge
Allen was enthusiastically
supportive and gave the
okay to begin Marley’s work
at the Juvenile Care Center.

April
Autism Awareness Month
National Volunteer Month
National County Government Month
2nd World Autism Awareness Day
Apr 4-10 National Library Week
15

th

Good Friday, County Buildings Closed
17th Easter Sunday

21st Household Hazardous Waste Collection
22nd Earth Day

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
INFO ONLINE
Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes for all Board
and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
View Recorded Meetings.
Published monthly by the County
of Midland for employees and
county residents. Submit content to
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com.
Subscribe to receive reminder when our
newsletter is published.
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COVID-19 Update
February 25, 2022
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
Midland County Department of Public Health

Vaccinations
Vaccinations remain the best protection from COVID-19. The risk of dying from COVID-19 was 14
times higher for people who were unvaccinated compared to those who received a primary series
(two doses of Pfizer or Moderna or one dose of J&J). Unvaccinated individuals were 97 times more
likely to die compared to those who have been boosted (up to date with COVID-19 vaccination).
Reference:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/02/02/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19response-team-and-public-health-officials-81/

The Numbers
New COVID-19 cases have
plummeted since the third week
of January. Midland County
has been at high community
transmission since mid-August
2021, but if the trend continues,
we may move from high to
substantial transmission within
the week.

The positivity rate has also come
down over the past 4 weeks from
a high of about 35% to 10.6%.
Resource: MI Safe Start Map:
https://www.mistartmap.info/cdcindicators?area=county%3Amidland

continued on next page
March 2022

3

COVID-19: Updates Continued
Home Testing
How to Interpret Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Kit Results
Test Result

Symptoms

*Close Contact - No
Symptoms

No Symptoms & No
Close Contact

Positive

Current infection

Current infection

Stay home (isolate –
including household
members) for at least
5 days from symptom
onset + 24 hours after
fever resolves + other
symptoms are improving.
(Day of symptom onset is
day “0”)

Stay home (isolate) for
at least 5 days from test
result (Day of test day
“0”). If symptoms develop
count days from onset of
symptoms.

Presumes current
infection

Wear a mask in public
through day 10.

Wear a mask in public
through day 10.

Immediately isolate at
home.
Confirm positive result
with a PCR test if
possible.
Stay home (isolate)
for at least 5 days from
test result unless PCR
collected within 48 hours
is negative. If symptoms
develop count days from
onset of symptoms.
Wear a mask in public
through day 10.

Negative & Up To Date
on COVID-19 Vaccine
Boosted
OR
Completed the primary
series of Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine within
the last 6 months
OR
Completed the primary
series of J&J vaccine
within the last 2 months
Negative & Not Up
to Date on COVID-19
Vaccine
Completed the primary
series of Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine over 6
months age and are not
boosted
OR
Completed the primary
series of J&J over 2
months ago and are not
boosted
OR

COVID-19 not detected

COVID-19 not detected

Covid-19 not detected

Repeat home COVID-19
test in 48 hours or confirm
negative with a PCR test
within 48 hours.

Test day 5 after exposure.
(Day of exposure is “day
0”) Wear a mask around
others for 10 days.

No additional follow-up is
necessary.

Isolate at home while
awaiting confirmatory test
results. Stay home for 24
hours after fever resolves
+ other symptoms are
improving.

If you develop symptoms
get a test and stay home.
Follow guidelines for
symptoms.

COVID-19 not detected

COVID-19 not detected

Covid-19 not detected

Repeat home COVID-19
test in 48 hours or confirm
negative with a PCR test
within 48 hours.

Quarantine for 5 days
(Day of exposure is “day
0”)

No additional follow-up is
necessary.

Wear a mask around
others days 6 – 10.

Isolate at home while
awaiting confirmatory test Get up to date on
results. Stay home for 24 COVID-19 vaccine
hours after fever resolves
+ other symptoms are
improving.
If you develop symptoms
Get up to date on
COVID-19 vaccine

Get up to date on
COVID-19 vaccine

get a test and stay home.
Follow guidelines for
symptoms.

Are unvaccinated
*Close contact: Within 6 feet of someone known to have COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or longer over a 24 hour
period, or having exposure to respiratory secretions from an infected person (coughed or sneezed on, sharing
a drinking glass or utensils, kissing) from 2 days before the person became sick (or 2 days before specimen
collection if without symptoms) until the end of the isolation period.
continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates Continued
Treatment for early COVID-19
Outpatient therapy is available for those with COVID-19 who meet the current Michigan eligibility
criteria. These guidelines are established to ensure that those with the highest risk of severe
illness have priority access to treatment. As the supply of therapy improves and cases of COVID-19
declines, treatment will become more widely available. Talk with your healthcare provider about
your eligibility for antiviral or antibody treatment, and how to access the treatment.

Reference: Coronavirus - COVID-19 Therapeutics Information Page (michigan.gov)

Masks
On February 25, 2022, the CDC released a new tool to guide when Americans need to mask up
indoors. About 70% of the US lives in a place where it is relatively safe to go mask free. This tool
uses county level data on hospital capacity, hospital admissions and new COVID-19 cases to
determine risk levels. Levels can be low, medium or high. Midland County is currently at a medium
risk.
Low Risk Counties

Medium Risk Counties

High Risk Counties

• Stay up to date with
COVID-19 vaccines
• Get tested is you
have symptoms

• If you are at high risk for severe
• Wear a mask indoors in public
illness, talk to your healthcare
• Stay up to date with COVID-19
provider about whether you need
vaccines
to wear a mask and take other
• Get tested is you have
precautions
symptoms
• Stay up to date with COVID-19
• Additional precautions may be
vaccines
needed for people at high risk
• Get tested is you have symptoms
for severe illness
People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to
someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask.
continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates Continued
MDHHS updated masking guidance for Michiganders on February 16, 2022. Based on current
conditions, MDHHS ended the Public Health Advisory on Masking in Indoor Public Settings,
including school settings. MDHHS recommends that all individuals, regardless of vaccination
status, continue to practice masking in high-risk congregate settings (including long-term and
health care facilities, jails and correctional facilities and shelters). Masks are still required on public
transportation.
All individuals, regardless of vaccination status, should also wear a mask during isolation
and quarantine periods to stop further community spread of COVID-19.
There may be local masking guidance, policies and/or orders from local health departments,
organizations, and/or school districts that must be followed. Policies established by event
organizers and businesses may be instituted to fit the specific needs of their customers and should
be followed. Individuals who may be at higher risk of infection, or who feel better protected when
masked should choose when they feel comfortable masking. Those with chronic illness or who are
immunocompromised are at higher risk for poor outcomes from COVID and would benefit most
from masking in indoor settings. These risk factors may include age, medical conditions, and those
not up to date with COVID-19 vaccinations.
Recommendations regarding masking may change as conditions evolve.
Reference: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/FINAL_MDHHS_Masking_
Guidance_2.16.22_748315_7.pdf

Spring Forward
March 13th!
Household HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous,
such as chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning
products, certain auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste Collection days. Household
hazardous materials (HHM) can lead to contamination of groundwater, surface water, well water, or
other water sources when spilled on the ground, poured
down the drain, or placed in trash containers. This is
Dates scheduled for 2022 are:
your opportunity to safely and properly dispose of most
hazardous materials you may have in your home.
Thursday, April 21
Wednesday, June 15

Tuesday, August 16
Appointments are required, click here for more information
Wednesday,
October 12
and to schedule appointments or call the Midland County
Health Department at 989-832-6681. Be prepared to
indicate the type and amount of materials you wish to drop
off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to drop off materials.

These collections are made possible by a partnership between the City of Midland and the Midland
County Department of Public Health.
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The New Year most certainly brought the cold
weather with it! But we didn’t let that stop us
or slow us down. We went on a few trips to
McDonald’s and sat down by the Tridge in the
van so everyone could eat. There were quite a
few people that wanted to go this time around
which was great! This month’s bingo game had a
winter theme and we brought out the bingo prizes
again instead of just candy. We still have several music performances that come in monthly, and
also Creative360 comes in on the first Thursday of the month to do a craft with whomever wants to
join in on the fun! I also offered different crafts to the resident’s to participate in such as a beaded
snowflake, tissue paper polar bear and a winter windsock.
In the beginning of February, we followed a Valentines theme with different Valentine’s Day crafts
involving hearts, cupid and all things red. On Valentine’s Day we made frozen yogurt and handed
out goodie bags to all the residents. Groundhogs Day was movie day along with movie theatre
popcorn.
Riley Moeggenberg, Activity Director
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Severe Weather Awareness Week - March 20-26
Though Michigan is not a high frequency tornado area, we do see on average 15 tornadoes per
year. Tornadoes are deadly and develop rapidly, with little advanced warning. The average lead
time for a tornado warning is 10 to 15 minutes and winds can reach over 200 mph, which is why
Michigan residents are encouraged to prepare and make a plan before a tornado strikes.

Understand the Terms:
Tornado Watch: Tornadoes are possible. When there is a Watch, move near enough to a
shelter or sturdy building to be able to get inside quickly if there is a Warning or if you see signs
of a tornado approaching. Remain alert for approaching storms. Watch the sky and stay tuned
to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio or television for information.
Tornado Warning: A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. Take shelter
immediately.
Supercell: A system producing severe thunderstorms, featuring rotating winds sustained by a
prolonged updraft that may result in hail or tornadoes.

Before a Tornado:
•

Identify safe rooms built to FEMA criteria or ICC500 storm shelters or other potential
protective locations in sturdy buildings near your home, work,
and other locations you frequent so you have a plan for where
you will go quickly for safety when there is a Warning or an
approaching tornado.

•

For schools, malls, and other buildings with long-span roofs or
open space plans, or many occupants, ask the building manager
to identify the best available refuge.

•

Build an emergency kit and make a family communications plan.

•

Sign up for your community’s warning system. Sign up for Nixle
and receive text messages and emails from Midland 911 sent
directly to you. Learn more and sign up at www.midland911.org.
Be familiar with the local sirens (https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
EmergencyManagement/BeInformed.aspx) and call 1-888-TELMORE (1-888-835-5667) for recorded updates. The Emergency
Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio also provide emergency alerts.
continued on next page
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Severe Weather Awareness Week - Tornadoes Continued
•

Listen to NOAA Weather Radio or to commercial radio or television newscasts for the latest
information. Meteorologists can predict when conditions might be right for a tornado. In any
emergency, always listen to the instructions given by local emergency management officials.

•

Be alert to changing weather conditions. Look for approaching storms. Look for the
following danger signs:
- Dark, often greenish sky
- Large hail
- Large, dark, low-lying
cloud (particularly if
rotating)
- Loud roar, similar to a
freight train.
- If you see approaching
storms or any of
the danger signs,
be prepared to take
shelter immediately.

During a Tornado:
•

If you are under a tornado
warning, seek shelter immediately!
Most injuries associated with high
winds are from flying debris, so
remember to protect your head.

•

Go to a pre-designated area such as a
safe room built to FEMA criteria, basement,
storm shelter or the lowest building level.
If there is no basement, go to the center of a
smaller interior room, such as a closet or hallway,
that is away from corners, windows, doors and
outside walls. Put as many walls as possible between
you and the outside. Get under a sturdy table and
cover your head and neck with your arms and cover
your body as best you can e.g., with a heavy coat or
blankets, pillows.

•

In a high-rise building, go to a small interior room or
hallway on the lowest floor possible.

•

Do not open windows.

continued on next page
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Severe Weather Awareness Week - Tornadoes Continued
After a Tornado:
•

If you are trapped, do not move about or kick up dust. If possible, cover your mouth with
a cloth or mask to avoid breathing dust. Try to send a text, bang on a pipe or wall, or use a
whistle instead of shouting.

•

Keep listening to EAS, NOAA Weather Radio,
and local authorities for updated information.

•

Save your phone calls for emergencies.
Phone systems are often down or busy after a
disaster. Use text messaging or social media
to communicate with family and friends.

•

Watch out for debris and downed power lines.

•

Stay out of damaged buildings and homes
until local authorities indicate it is safe.

•

Use extreme caution during post-disaster
clean-up of buildings and around debris.
Do not attempt to remove heavy debris by
yourself. Wear protective clothing, including a
long-sleeved shirt, long pants, work gloves, and sturdy, thick-soled shoes during clean-up.

•

Do not enter buildings until you are told that they are safe.

•

Photograph the damage to your property in order to assist in filing an insurance claim.

•

Do what you can to prevent further damage to your property, (e.g., putting a tarp on a
damaged roof), as insurance may not cover additional damage that occurs after the storm.

•

If your home is without power, use flashlights or battery-powered lanterns rather than
candles to prevent accidental fires.

•

Check and restock your emergency supply kit.

Sources and More Information:
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/0,8237,7-375-89492_89885---,00.html
FEMA Tornados: https://www.ready.gov/tornadoes

Free taxpayer guide available online
Michigan residents who are getting ready to file their taxes or want current
information can download a free taxpayer’s guide here. The Michigan
Taxpayer’s Guide is a reference for the 2021 tax year and is designed to help
you prepare your state tax returns. Although not a substitute for state tax
instruction booklets, the guide contains information on the state individual
income tax and details about Michigan property taxes and various tax
credits, such as the homestead property tax credit and the home heating
credit.

MICHIGAN

TAXPAYER’S GUIDE
for the

2021

tax year

Taxpayers can view and download the state forms and instructions for the
2021 tax year at www.michigan.gov/taxes, and you can e-file your state
returns at www.mifastfile.org.
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Rock Your Socks
World Down Syndrome Day
Every year, on March 21, people all around the world come together
to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day by wearing brightly
colored, mismatched socks. March 21 is symbolic because people
with Down syndrome have three copies of the 21st chromosome.
Participate by wearing brightly colored mismatched socks to school
work or play! Let’s come together to celebrate all the wonderful
things about people with Down Syndrome while helping to
advocate for individual rights, inclusion, and respect.

PREPAREDNESS BY THE MONTH
Do1Thing For March - Sheltering
Know how to respond safely when instructions are given to evacuate or take shelter.
In a disaster you may be asked to either evacuate or shelter-in-place. In the excitement of an
emergency, it can be difficult to focus on what you are doing. Know what to do to keep your
family safe. Practice your tornado and fire safety plans. If your family has practiced, they will be
more comfortable doing it when the emergency actually happens.
Tasks
1. Identify the best storm shelter in your home and practice getting to the shelter with your
family.
2. Learn how to safely shelter in place.
3. Make a Go Bag for emergency sheltering.
For more information on these tasks go to https://www.do1thing.com/individuals/sheltering/
and to https://www.co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement.aspx for local information.
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Midland County Parks and Recreation is hiring Seasonal Staff for the
summer! Deadline to apply: March 28, 2022 @ 10:00 a.m.
Seasonal Park Ranger/Maintenance - Performs park maintenance tasks and participates in the construction

and repair of park facilities. Operates park vehicles and landscaping equipment. Oversees park visitors to
ensure adherence to park rules and regulations. Works outside on a regular basis with exposure to various
weather conditions. Starting wage: $14.10/hr.
Requirements - Applicants must be at least 18 years of age or older, retain a high school diploma or
equivalent and possess a clean driving record.

Candidates desiring consideration for this position must pass a physical/drug screen and criminal background
check. Candidates must be able to work weekends, holidays and multiple shifts (40 hr. workweek).
May 6 - October 30, 2022.
For consideration, you must complete a Midland County Employment Application, which can be obtained at
the Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W. Ellsworth Street, Midland, MI 48640-5194 or
online at https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx. Contact (989) 832-6876 ext. 5
with any related questions.

Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 4 - September 16, 2022
and
May 9 - September 16, 2022
(Two hiring start dates - April 4th and May 9th)
$14.10/hr 1st year
$14.60/hr 2nd year
$15.35/hr 3rd year
Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control operations. Conducts field inspections
and application of insecticides in areas such as woodlots, flooded fields, marshes, ditches and
other areas with rugged terrain with significant obstacles; will work outdoors in a variety of
weather conditions including rain and variable temperatures; performs routine maintenance
and repair of equipment; maintains daily records of activities; attends training programs;
answers questions and interacts with the public. Exposure to environmental allergens such as
grass, weeds and pollens.
Onsite training provided for the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Registered Applicator exam. Must be able to work weekends, holidays and shift work. Must be
able to lift and/or carry 40lbs over rough terrain.
Applications accepted until all positions are filled.

Clerk Geographic
Information Systems
(seasonal)
March 28 - September 23, 2022
(Flexible) $15.45/hr

Provides office management and support.
Familiarity with geographic information
systems software, preferred (ESRI).
Enters treatment records and develops
summary reports. Utilizes mapping
software to edit and print a variety of
maps. Responds to telephone inquiries
concerning mosquito control activities.
Hours 8am-4:30pm M-F.
Applications accepted until position is filled.

Biology Technician (seasonal)
April 4 - September 16, 2022
$15.45/hr
Assist biology staff in surveillance and quality
control operations. Familiar with basic scientific
procedures, sampling and data collection. Ability
to use microscope and work outside in various
weather conditions in rough terrain. Participates in
mosquito control research projects; maintains daily
records; answers questions from the public.
Completion of college level courses in biological
sciences; one year of experience in mosquito
control operations desired. Onsite training
provided for the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development Registered
Applicator exam. Conducts field inspections and
application of insecticides in areas such as
woodlots, flooded fields, and ditches.

Applications accepted until position is filled.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or equivalent, Valid Michigan’s driver’s license and good
driving record mandatory; ability to read maps and perform simple math computations. Must pass a physical, drug test and
background check.
In order to be considered for these positions you must provide a Midland County
Employment Application which can be submitted at:
Midland County Human Resources Department
220 W Ellsworth Street
Midland, MI 48640-5194

If you prefer email send to HR@co.midland.mi.us.
For additional question contact (989) 832-8677. Applications will be reviewed as they are received. You can obtain an
application:

https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx.

Midland County Phone Directory
Administrator/Controller

989-832-6797

Human Resources

989-832-6797

Board of Commissioners

989-832-6775

Information Technology

989-832-6653

Circuit Court - Clerk

989-832-6735

Jail

989-832-6612

Circuit Court - MI-Hope

989-832-6810

Juvenile Care Cntr - Judge Allen

989-837-6080

Circuit Court - Probation

989-832-6760

Mosquito Control

989-832-8677

Citizens Probation Council 989-832-6863

Mental Health Court

989-832-6834

Community Corrections

989-832-6646

MSU Extension

989-832-6640

County Clerk

989-832-6739

Parks and Recreation

989-832-6876

District Court

989-832-6700

Pinecrest Farms

989-832-6634

District Court - Probation

989-832-6710

Probate Court - Judge Allen

989-832-6880

Drain Commissioner

989-832-6770

Prosecuting Attorney

989-832-6722

Drug Court

989-832-6864

Public Guardian

989-837-7145

Emergency Management

989-832-6750

Register of Deeds

989-832-6820

Equalization

989-832-6844

Sheriff’s Department

989-839-4600

Facilities Management

989-832-6790

Township Code Authority

989-837-6521

Finance

989-832-6874

Treasurer

989-832-6850

Friend of the Court

989-832-6801

Trial Court Administrator

989-832-6832

Health

989-832-6380

Veteran’s Services

989-832-6843

Hunting and fishing licenses on sale March 1
Most 2022 hunting and fishing licenses and permits go on sale March 1st,
which was the start of the new license year. Although some 2021 fishing
licenses, base/small game licenses and ORV permits are valid through
March 31, the new 2022 versions of these licenses and permits can be
purchased now.
Outdoor enthusiasts can order the new licenses online at www.MDNReLicense.com or by visiting a retailer that sells DNR licenses. For license sales questions, email
MDNR-E-License@michigan.gov or call 517-284-6057. Season guides and digests will be posted
on the DNR website at www.michigan.gov/dnr as they become available.
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