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Meet the Department
MSU Extension

Nutrition, we all know it’s important, but all have questions. Meet Sheila Salo,
Community Nutrition Instructor with MSU Extension, she can help answer your
questions! View the video to learn about some of the nutrition programs offered through
the Extension that are available to all at no cost in this discussion with Bridgette
Gransden, Administrator/Controller. For more information call the MSU Extension
office at 989-832-6648 or go to www.co.midland.mi.us/MSUExtension.aspx.

Recently Seen on Facebook

Mosquito Control Spring Aerial
Program Set for April

IMPORTANT DATES
April
Autism Awareness Month
National Volunteer Month
National County Government Month
2nd World Autism Awareness Day
Apr 4-10 National Library Week
15th Good Friday, County Buildings Closed
17th Easter Sunday
21st Household Hazardous Waste Collection
22nd Earth Day

Be on the lookout in April for low flying aircraft across
the County. Each spring Midland County Mosquito
Control (MCMC) contracts with an aerial applicator
service to apply mosquito control products to woodland
pools. Material used to control larval mosquitoes is
known as Bti. The Bti active ingredient comes from a
naturally occurring soil bacterium. Its benefits include
high effectiveness and selectivity for mosquitoes
while leaving other aquatic organisms unharmed. As
the aircraft makes passes, material is released over
woodland pools and shut off when passing over open
fields, structures or dry portions of the woods.
The spring program helps to significantly reduce the
number of mosquitoes that emerge in spring and early
summer. More information about the aerial program is
available at the following link: https://co.midland.mi.us/
MosquitoControl.aspx or watch the video below.

May
National Mental Health Awareness Month
National Lyme Disease Awareness Month
National Motorcycle Awareness Month
May 6-12 - National Nurses Week
3 National Teacher Appreciation Day
rd

8th Mother’s Day
21st Armed Forces Day
30st Memorial Day, County Buildings
Closed

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
INFO ONLINE
Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes for all Board
and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
View Recorded Meetings.
Published monthly by the County
of Midland for employees and
county residents. Submit content to
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com.
Subscribe to receive reminder when our
newsletter is published.
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April 2022 COVID-19 Update
As of March 30, 2022
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
Midland County Department of Public Health

COVID-19 case rates are down across the US. In Michigan, the majority of counties are at a low
community level transmission. As of March 28, 2022 data, Grand Traverse and several surrounding
counties are at a high level and several adjacent counties are at a moderate level of transmission.
Midland County, along with other Great Lakes Bay Region Counties are at a low level of community
transmission.
The MI Safe Start Map for Midland County shows a moderate risk level at 13 cases per week:

A low level is under 10 cases/week. Positivity rates are also similarly down.
Although COVID-19 community transmission is relatively low, continue to test if you develop
symptoms of COVID-19 or if you are a close contact of someone with COVID-19.
How to Interpret Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Kit Results was reviewed in the March
Midland County Newsletter.
The CDC isolation guidance is the same regardless of COVID-19 vaccination status.

continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates Continued
Calculating Isolation
Day 0 is your first day of symptoms or a positive viral test. Day 1 is the first full day after
your symptoms developed or your test specimen was collected. If you have COVID-19
or have symptoms, isolate for at least 5 days.
IF YOU
Tested positive
for COVID-19
or have
symptoms,
regardless of
vaccination
status

Stay home for at least
5 days

Ending isolation if you
had symptoms

Take precautions until day 10

Stay home for 5 days
and isolate from others
in your home.

End isolation after 5 full days
if you are fever-free for 24
hours (without the use of
fever-reducing medication)
and your symptoms are
improving.

Wear a mask

Wear a well-fitted mask
if you must be around
others in your home.
Do not travel.

Ending isolation if you did
NOT have symptoms
End isolation after at least 5
full days after your positive
test.
If you were severely ill
with COVID-19 or are
immunocompromised
You should isolate for at least
10 days. Consult your doctor
before ending isolation.

Wear a well-fitted mask for 10 full
days any time you are around
others inside your home or
in public. Do not go to places
where you are unable to wear a
mask.
Do not travel
Do not travel until a full 10 days
after your symptoms started or
the date your positive test was
taken if you had no symptoms.
Avoid being around people
who are at high risk

DEFINITIONS

Exposure
Contact with someone infected with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, in a
way that increases the likelihood of getting infected with the virus.

Close Contact
A close contact is someone who was less than 6 feet away from an infected person
(laboratory-confirmed or a clinical diagnosis) for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or
more over a 24-hour period. For example, three individual 5-minute exposures for
a total of 15 minutes. People who are exposed to someone with COVID-19 after they
completed at least 5 days of isolation are not considered close contacts.
The CDC COVID-19 Quarantine Guidelines are dependent upon COVID-19 vaccination status and
recent (within 90 days) COVID-19 diagnosis.

continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates Continued
Calculating Quarantine
The date of your exposure is considered day 0. Day 1 is the first full day after your last
contact with a person who has had COVID-19. Stay home and away from other people for
at least 5 days. Learn why CDC updated guidance for the general public.
IF YOU
Were exposed
to COVID-19
and are NOT
up-to-date
on COVID-19
vaccinations

Quarantine for at
least 5 days
Stay home
Stay home and
quarantine for at least 5
full days.
Wear a well-fitted mask
if you must be around
others in your home.
Do not travel.
Get tested
Even if you don’t
develop symptoms, get
tested at least 5 days
after you last had close
contact with someone
with COVID-19.

IF YOU
Were exposed
to COVID-19
and are upto-date on
COVID-19
vaccinations

IF YOU
were exposed
to COVID-19
and had
confirmed
COVID-19
within the past
90 days (you
tested positive
using a viral
test)

No quarantine
You do not need to
stay home unless you
develop symptoms.
Get tested
Even if you don’t
develop symptoms, get
tested at least 5 days
after you last had close
contact with someone
with COVID-19.

No quarantine
You do not need to
stay home unless you
develop symptoms.

After quarantine

Take precautions until day 10

Watch for symptoms
Watch for symptoms until 10
days after you last had close
contact with someone with
COVID-19.

Wear a mask
Wear a well-fitted mask for 10 full
days any time you are around
others inside your home or in
public. Do not go to places where
you are unable to wear a mask.

Avoid travel
It is best to avoid travel
until a full 10 days after you
last had close contact with
someone with COVID-19.

If you must travel during days
6-10, take precautions.
Avoid being around people
who are at high risk

If you develop symptoms
Isolate immediately and
get tested. Continue to stay
home until you know the
results. Wear a well-fitted
mask around others.
Watch for symptoms
Watch for symptoms until 10
days after you last had close
contact with someone with
COVID-19.
If you develop symptoms
Isolate immediately and
get tested. Continue to stay
home until you know the
results. Wear a well-fitted
mask around others.

Watch for symptoms
Watch for symptoms until 10
days after you last had close
contact with someone with
COVID-19.
If you develop symptoms
Isolate immediately and
get tested. Continue to stay
home until you know the
results. Wear a well-fitted
mask around others.

Take precautions until day 10
Wear a mask
Wear a well-fitted mask for 10 full
days any time you are around
others inside your home or in
public. Do not go to places where
you are unable to wear a mask.
Take precautions if traveling
Avoid being around people
who are at high risk
Take precautions until day 10
Wear a mask
Wear a well-fitted mask for 10 full
days any time you are around
others inside your home or in
public. Do not go to places where
you are unable to wear a mask.
Take precautions if traveling
Avoid being around people
who are at high risk

continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates
Continued
When to Wear a Mask
Although there are no general
recommendations for public
masking, people may choose to
wear a mask at any time. People
with symptoms, a positive test or
close contact to someone with
COVID-19 should wear a mask, as
outlined in the tables above.

When Should I Wear A Mask?

February 16, 2022 MDHHS Masking Guidance:
•

All individuals, regardless of vaccination status,
should wear a mask during isolation and quarantine
periods. This includes individuals who test positive for
COVID-19 and individuals who have been exposed to
someone who tests positive for COVID-19*. Individuals
who test positive should wear a mask for 10 days
after symptom onset, or if no symptoms, 10 days after
positive test date (symptom onset or positive test date
is day “0”). Individuals who are exposed should mask
for 10 days after last exposure (last exposure date is
day “0”).
*Close contacts include those who are within 6
feet of a positive person for 15 minutes or longer
cumulative over 24 hours. This includes 48 hours
prior to positive person’s symptom onset or
positive test date.

•

•

•

•

Individuals should still practice masking in highrisk congregate settings, such as long-term care and
health care facilities, jails, correctional facilities, and
shelters.
Individuals who are ill and have symptoms should
mask and test. If antigen test is negative, continue to
mask and re-test after 48 hours. If negative again, can
then discontinue masking once symptoms improve.
Masks are an important tool in mitigating spread of
COVID-19. People should consider their individual
and family members’ risk factors and vaccination
status when making the personal decision whether
to mask. Those with chronic illness or who are
immunocompromised are at higher risk for poor
outcomes from COVID and would benefit most from
masking in indoor settings. These risk factors may
include age, medical conditions, and vaccination
status.
Those who mask should choose a high quality, wellfitting mask. Examples include an N-95, KN-95 or a
mask with two or more layers of washable, breathable
fabric that completely covers your nose, mouth and
chin and fits snugly against the sides of your face and
doesn’t have gaps.

**The CDC continues to require that all persons wear
masks on planes, buses, trains, and other forms of public
transportation, as well as at airports and stations.

continued on next page
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COVID-19: Updates Continued
Stay Up To Date with COVID-19 Vaccinations
COVID-19 vaccines are very effective at preventing severe disease from COVID-19, including
hospitalization. Michigan is currently in the Recovery Phase (Post Surge) of COVID-19. Now is the
time to get up to date with recommended COVID-19 vaccinations.
Note: On March 29, 2022, the FDA authorized a second COVID-19 vaccine booster for those
50 years old and older AND for those 12 years old and older with certain immune deficiencies.
Following FDA’s regulatory action, the CDC updated its recommendations to allow certain
immunocompromised individuals and people over the age of 50 who received an initial booster
dose at least 4 months ago to be eligible for another mRNA booster to increase their protection
against severe disease from COVID-19. Separately and in addition, based on newly published
data, adults who received a primary vaccine and booster dose of Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen
COVID-19 vaccine at least 4 months ago may now receive a second booster dose using an mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine.

Should I get a second COVID-19 vaccine booster?
There are a lot of moving parts to answer this question. It is
best to consult with your healthcare provider as this is an
individual decision.
Example: President Biden got a 2nd booster. He is 79 years
old and around a lot of people. A 2nd booster would likely
do little for a healthy 50 year old who has a first booster and
had an omicron breakthrough infection.
Here are some considerations:
•
•
•

•
•
•

If you haven’t had your 1st
booster, you’re long overdue
to get it. It was lifesaving
versus Delta for people age
50+ and vital for maintaining
high level of protection
against severe disease
from the Omicron family of
variants.

Lack of follow-up: At this time, enhanced protection
from a 2nd booster has only been shown at 40 days out from the booster.
In terms of protection against the Omicron BA.2 variant, a 2nd booster will most likely wane
faster than protection for the BA.1 (January surge) strain.
Recommended for:
- Those more than 4 – 6 months from the first booster, age 50+, tolerated previous shots well
and BA.2 is on the increase where you live
- Traveling or have plans that put you at increased risk
Consider there may be an omicron-specific vaccine that may be available around June 2022.
It is not known if this vaccine would work better than a 2nd booster of the original strain.
It is most likely ok to wait if there is a low level of circulating virus where you live. We will
have more follow-up information about the 2nd booster in the coming weeks.
If you had a booster and an omicron breakthrough infection, there’s little need for getting a
2nd booster at this time.

Reference: A new wave and a new booster? - by Eric Topol (substack.com)
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Congressional Art Competition
Each spring, a nation-wide high school arts competition is sponsored
by the Members of the U.S. House of Representatives. The Artistic
Discovery Contest is an opportunity to recognize and encourage the
artistic talent in the nation, as well as in our Congressional District.
The Artistic Discovery Contest is open to all high school students in
the Fourth District. The winning artwork of our district’s competition
will be displayed for one year in the U.S. Capitol. The exhibit in
Washington will include the winning artwork from all participating
districts from around the country. The winning artwork will also be
featured on House.gov’s Congressional Art Competition page.
Artwork entered in the contest may be up to 26 inches by 26 inches
including the frame, may be up to 4 inches in depth, and not weigh
more than 15 pounds. All entries must be original in concept, design
and execution and may not violate any U.S. copyright laws. Artwork
must be the creation of a single student.
Any student who wishes to participate in the 2022 Congressional Art Competition needs to mail
or deliver the following to Congressman Moolenaar’s Midland office no later than Friday, April 8,
2022. If unable to mail or deliver the artwork, please contact Keisha Wolgast at keisha.wolgast@
mail.house.gov to make alternate arrangements.
The entry form and the complete rules available here: https://www.house.gov/educators-andstudents/congressional-art-competition.

Household HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous,
such as chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning
products, certain auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste Collection days. Household
hazardous materials (HHM) can lead to contamination of groundwater, surface water, well water, or
other water sources when spilled on the ground, poured
down the drain, or placed in trash containers. This is
Dates scheduled for 2022 are:
your opportunity to safely and properly dispose of most
hazardous materials you may have in your home.
Thursday, April 21
Wednesday, June 15

Tuesday, August 16
Appointments are required, click here for more information
Wednesday, October 12
and to schedule appointments or call the Midland County
Health Department at 989-832-6681. Be prepared to
indicate the type and amount of materials you wish to drop
off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to drop off materials.

These collections are made possible by a partnership between the City of Midland and the Midland
County Department of Public Health.
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Midland Blooms Returns May 21st for the 32nd Edition!
The Midland Business Alliance is once again coordinating Midland Blooms, an annual
beautification project for the community. The program typically brings over 500 community
residents and businesses together for a one-day volunteer service project planting flowers on
Midland’s Eastman Avenue corridor providing community ownership residents can be proud of as
well as community beautification. This year, red petunias will be planted on the 2.5 mile stretch on
Eastman from Wackerly to Buttles.
For the second year, Corteva Agriscience is the premier business sponsor for the program.
Primrose Retirement Communities will be hosting a sit-down pancake breakfast outdoors for
volunteers following planting.
You are invited to lead a Blooms Planting Team and recruit 8-10 volunteers. Please click here to
register your team or for more information. Volunteer planters are asked to arrive at 8:30 a.m. on
May 21st at their designated section with planting completed by noon.
If you are unable to volunteer and would like to support Midland Blooms financially, please send
your charitable contribution to Midland Business Alliance Foundation, 300 Rodd St., Suite 101,
Midland, MI 48640. You may also donate via the GiveLocal campaign through the Midland Area
Community Foundation on May 3rd, 2022.

Wild Mushroom Clinic
Join outdoor enthusiasts Jill and Aaron Grenchik as they instruct you
on how to identify a variety of Michigan’s edible wild mushrooms
and share some tips on where to start looking. In addition, you will
learn about proper handling techniques for transport, cleaning,
consumption (including some sampling) and home preservation.
Saturday April 23rd, 10 am - 3 pm
Bay City State Park Tobico Marsh
$55 per person, click here for more information.
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Register To Vote
In order to vote in Michigan, you must be registered to vote. With
the May 3 special election in Lee Township rapidly approaching,
followed by primary and general elections later in the year, the
Midland Area League of Women Voters is reminding residents
to register to vote or to update their registration.
You can register to vote at any time up until 8 p.m. on Election
Day, but we encourage voters to register as soon as possible.
The earlier you register, the more choices you will have for how
to register.
To start, you can check to see if you’re already registered by visiting the Michigan Voter
Information Center at mvic.sos.state.mi.us, clicking on “your voter information,” and entering the
required information.
Those who are not registered, or who are not registered to vote where they live, have many options:
If you’re registering prior to the 14th day before an election (April 19 for the May election), you can
do so:
•

•
•
•
•

•

Online at the Michigan Voter Information
Center https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/
RegisterVoter (but only if you have a valid
Michigan driver’s license or state ID).
At a Secretary of State branch office.
At your city or township clerk’s office or
your county clerk’s office.
At any state agency that provides public
assistance or services to those with
disabilities.
By mailing in a completed voter registration
application postmarked no later than the
15th day before the election (April 18 for the
May election).
Through a voter registration drive.

If you’re registering on the 14th day before an
election through 8 p.m. on Election Day (April 19
through 8 p.m. on May 3 for the May election),
you have one way to register to vote: visit your
city or township clerk’s office and provide proof of
residency.
Questions? Visit MichiganVoting.org for more info
about registering and voting.
Then be sure to vote:
May 3 - special election for Lee Township

The League of Women Voters
Is Hosting

A Panel Discussion on the
State of Education
Tuesday, April 12, 7-8:30 pm
At Creative 360
(1517 Bayliss St., Midland)
Panelists:
Midland Public Schools Superintendent
Michael Sharrow, Meridian Public
Schools Superintendent Craig Carmoney,
SVSU Dean of Education James Tarr,
Midland County Educational Association
President Mark Hackbarth.
Topics to be covered are the impact of
Covid, staffing shortages, and student
safety.
More Information: https://my.lwv.org/
michigan/midland-area/event/stateeducation-michigan

August 2 - Primary Election
November 8 - General Election
continued on next page
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Distinguished Service
Award Presentation
Midland County Sanitarians were
recognized on March 23, 2022 with
the Michigan Environmental Health
Association’s Distinguished Service
Award. They were presented with the
award for their community efforts,
actions and accomplishments
related to the simultaneous and
unprecedented 2020 flood and
beginning stages of the COVID-19
pandemic. Click here to read the full
article on the award published in the
February newsletter.

L-R Nathan Jammer, Bob Wolfe, Greg Price and Alan Bloch

PREPAREDNESS BY THE MONTH
Do1Thing For March - Food
Have an emergency food supply that will meet the needs of your household for three
days without outside help.
An emergency food supply doesn’t have to sit on a shelf, ready for disaster to strike (although
it can). It can be part of the food you use every day. The key to a good food storage plan is to
buy ahead of time. Replace items before they run out. Buy items when they are on sale. A large
duffle bag or plastic tub with a lid makes a great storage place for an emergency food supply.
Make sure your family, including pets, will have what they need when disaster strikes.
Tasks
1. Buy a three-day emergency food supply for your household.
2. Take steps to make sure food in your refrigerator and freezer will stay safe.
3. Make sure you can meet any special dietary needs in your household.
For more information on these tasks go to https://www.do1thing.com/individuals/food/ and to
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement.aspx for local information.
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 4 - September 16, 2022
and
May 9 - September 16, 2022
(Two hiring start dates - April 4th and May 9th)
$14.10/1st year
$14.60/2nd year
$15.35/3rd year

Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control operations. Conducts
field inspections and application of insecticides in areas such as woodlots,
flooded fields, marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with
significant obstacles; will work outdoors in a variety of weather conditions
including rain and variable temperatures; performs routine maintenance and
repair of equipment; maintains daily records of activities; attends training
programs; answers questions and interacts with the public. Exposure to
environmental allergens such as grass, weeds and pollens.
Onsite training provided for the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development Registered Applicator exam. Must be able to work weekends,
holidays and shift work. Must be able to lift and/or carry 40lbs over rough
terrain.
Applications accepted until all positions are filled.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s license and good driving record
mandatory; ability to read maps and perform simple math computations. Must pass a physical, drug test and background check. In
order to be considered for these positions you must provide a Midland County Employment Application which can be submitted at:
Midland County Human Resources Department
220 W Ellsworth Street
Midland, MI 48640-5194

If you prefer email send to HR@co.midland.mi.us.
For additional question contact (989) 832-6797. Applications will be reviewed as they are received. You can obtain an application or
submit your application online at:

Midland County Phone Directory
Administrator/Controller

989-832-6797

Human Resources

989-832-6797

Board of Commissioners

989-832-6775

Information Technology

989-832-6653

Circuit Court - Clerk

989-832-6735

Jail

989-832-6612

Circuit Court - MI-Hope

989-832-6810

Juvenile Care Cntr - Judge Allen

989-837-6080

Circuit Court - Probation

989-832-6760

Mosquito Control

989-832-8677

Citizens Probation Council 989-832-6863

Mental Health Court

989-832-6834

Community Corrections

989-832-6646

MSU Extension

989-832-6640

County Clerk

989-832-6739

Parks and Recreation

989-832-6876

District Court

989-832-6700

Pinecrest Farms

989-832-6634

District Court - Probation

989-832-6710

Probate Court - Judge Allen

989-832-6880

Drain Commissioner

989-832-6770

Prosecuting Attorney

989-832-6722

Drug Court

989-832-6864

Public Guardian

989-837-7145

Emergency Management

989-832-6750

Register of Deeds

989-832-6820

Equalization

989-832-6844

Sheriff’s Department

989-839-4600

Facilities Management

989-832-6790

Township Code Authority

989-837-6521

Finance

989-832-6874

Treasurer

989-832-6850

Friend of the Court

989-832-6801

Trial Court Administrator

989-832-6832

Health

989-832-6380

Veteran’s Services

989-832-6843

Press 3 for a Pep Talk from Kindergartners
Need a few words of encouragement or a quick pep talk? Call the Peptoc Hotline at 707-998-8410!
The Peptoc hotline is a project from the students of West Side Elementary, a small school in the
town of Healdsburg, Calif. It was put together with the help of teachers Jessica Martin and Asherah
Weiss. Martin, who teaches the arts program at the school, says she was inspired by her students’
positive attitudes, despite all they’ve been through — the pandemic, wildfires in the region and just
the everyday challenges of being a kid. “I thought, you know, with this world being as it is, we all
really needed to hear from them — their extraordinary advice and their continual joy,” she said.
Source: https://www.npr.org/2022/03/06/1084800784/peptoc-hotline-kindergarteners

April 2022

13

