MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
MEET THE DEPARTMENT:
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Midland County Administrator/Controller Bridgette Gransden
interviews Emergency Management Coordinator Jenifier Boyer.

Emergency Management is a department that when all is going well most community
members don’t think about. But when big emergencies happen, they are at the forefront of
the response. The department, led by Jenifier Boyer is involved in planning and preparedness
year-round to enable our community to respond when there is a big problem. Watch this Meet
the Department video to learn about the role of Emergency Management, what hazards they
prepare for, and how you can be prepared for an emergency.

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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WELCOME BACK DEPUTY HODGES
From the desk of:
Myron Greene
Midland County Sheriff
On August 11, 2021 Deputy Brandan Hodges
returned to regular employment with the Sheriff’s
Office after a 16 month mobilization with the
Michigan Army National Guard in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This was the longest military mobilization for Deputy
Hodges and the first of its kind for the National Guard. Previously Deputy
Hodges was mobilized after 9/11 to assist U.S. Customs, deployed to both
Iraq and Afghanistan, responded to Louisiana for Hurricane Katrina relief
efforts, and assisted with the Sleeper Lake Fire in the Upper Peninsula.
Deputy Hodges has been with the Sheriff’s Office for 21 years and returned
to his role with the Sheriff’s Office as the School Resource Officer (SRO) at
Coleman Community Schools. We are grateful for his service to our country and state, but glad to have
him back protecting and serving in Midland County! We also wish to thank Deputy Lance Beyerle for
filling in as SRO during Deputy Hodges’ absence.

NOW HIRING: DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR
The Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator under the supervision of the Emergency
Management Coordinator, provides support in all facets of emergency management office operations
including developing and refining emergency management plans, developing exercises and training,
and interacting with public safety officials and community leaders across all relevant organizations in
the community. Serves in an on-call capacity for emergency and disaster response to aid in response
efforts or when the Emergency Management Coordinator is out of the area. As required, conducts
situational assessment to determine the appropriate action when an incident has occurred and
activates the emergency operations plan. Staffs the emergency operations center when necessary and
makes the required notifications to state and local agencies.
Click here for additional information and requirements and to apply. The application deadline is
9/10/2021 by 5:00 p.m.

IMPORTANT DATES
September

October

National Suicide Prevention Month

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Baby Safety Month

Cyber Security Awareness Month

Sept 2 - National V-J Day

Oct 3-9 - National Fire Prevention Week

Sept 3 - National Food Bank Day

Oct 4 - Child Health Day

Sept 6 - Labor Day (County Offices Closed)

Oct 10 World Mental Health Day

Sept 11 - United by Sacrifice Concert

Oct 11 - International Day of the Girl

Sept 11-12 - Sanford Founders Days

Oct 24th - United Nations Day

Sept 25 - National Public Lands Day

Oct 26 - Household Hazardous Waste Collection

Sept 26 - National Gold Star Mothers Day

Oct 29 - World Stroke Day
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MIDLAND COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
COVID-19 UPDATE

September 1, 2021

Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Midland County Department of Public Health

The Midland County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) strongly supports adherence to Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) COVID-19 guidelines, which call for masking, regardless of vaccination status, in public
indoor places and outside in crowded conditions, when transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (virus that causes
COVID-19) is substantial or high. Compelling data now demonstrate that community mask wearing is
an effective nonpharmacologic intervention to reduce the spread of COVID-19, especially to prevent
spread from infected persons, but also as to reduce wearers’ exposure to infection. MCDPH strongly
endorses the CDC, American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) and MDHHS recommendation for
universal masking in schools regardless of vaccination status, especially
when there is moderate, substantial, or high SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19
virus) transmission in the community.
It is past time to stop
listening
to politically
Midland County is currently at high transmission of SARS-CoV-2
driven sources of
(167.16 per 100,000 population over a 7-day period as of 8/30/21,
information
and social
100 per 100,000 population is the threshold for high transmission).
media posts that distort,
MCDPH is seeing transmission of the delta variant in both those who
twist, and manipulate
are not vaccinated and in those who are fully vaccinated. Therefore,
information
on COVID-19
it is important to include layers of protection, even for those who are
vaccines and mitigation
fully vaccinated. Layers of protection include vaccination education and
measures. We need to
promotion, masking indoors in public places and outdoors in crowded
listen to trusted authorities
conditions, enhanced ventilation, rapid testing, cohorting (limiting
who have the expertise
interaction to designated groups), contact tracing in combination with
to
evaluate the data and
isolation and quarantine, cleaning and disinfection, handwashing and
make credible public health
respiratory etiquette, and staying home when sick and getting tested.
recommendations.
The US delta variant surge seems to be slowing in the US overall. The
number of new daily U.S. cases has risen less over the past week since it
Trusted Sources:
began earlier this summer. However, Michigan started seeing the delta
CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/
variant surge later than many other states. The surge seems to last for
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about 1.5 – 2.5 months. If what has happened in other regions holds
index.html
true, we anticipate improvement the end of September/early October.
MDHHS: https://www.
In Britain, cases did decline about two months after the Delta peak, but
michigan.gov/coronavirus
the decline lasted for only a couple of weeks. Since early August, cases
there have been rising in Britain again, with the reduction of public
health restrictions likely responsible for the reversal. There are a few countries where high vaccination
rates seem to have broken the 2-month cycle. In both Malta and Singapore, the summer surge lasted
only about two weeks before retreating.
The path out of this terrible cycle is to get shots in arms…vaccinate, vaccinate, vaccinate. Our
COVID-19 first dose vaccination rate has only very slightly improved through the summer to 64.6%
for those 16 years old and older. This is lower than the Michigan COVID-19 vaccination rate 65.8%
for this age group. We also need to follow Public Health mitigation measures while there is significant
community transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
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SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH
Jenifier Boyer
Emergency Management Coordinator
Midland County
Are you prepared for an emergency? According to a recent FEMA survey 65% of Americans report
seeking preparedness information but only 48% actually have an emergency plan.
“Our community has done a lot to prepare for emergencies which helped us respond effectively to
the flood in 2020 and prevent the loss of life. Emergency Management works with governments,
businesses and first responders to
plan for potential emergencies and
Do1Thing September Goal
run tabletop and live drills to practice
Make sure everyone in your household can receive,
our response,” said Midland County
understand, and act on information received in an
Emergency Management Coordinator
emergency. Getting correct information during an
Jenifier Boyer. “It’s just as important
emergency is the key to taking safe action. Someone in
for individuals and families to have a
your household may not be able to receive, understand,
plan and practice it so they know it,
or act on emergency information. Think about what
understand it, and can execute it in an
special needs your household may have. Take action now
emergency.”
to make sure everyone in your family will be safe in an
Being prepared for disasters and
emergency.
emergencies can seem like a big job.
Tasks:
If doing it all at once is to daunting
• Make sure everyone in your family knows what to
start with one thing a month. Go to
do when they hear emergency warnings.
do1thing.com and sign up for their
monthly reminders and you’ll have
• Know where to get Official Emergency Information
everything in place in a year.
- Call: 1-888-835-5667 for a recorded message
If you are ready now to build your
or 2-1-1 to talk to an operator from 2-1-1
plan click here for a handy guide or go
Northeast Michigan
to ready.gov for more preparedness
- Listen to: NOAA Weather Radio or local radio
information.
WMPX 1490 AM / WMRX 97.7 FM
Learn more at:
- Watch: Midland Government Television MGTV
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
Channel 188
EmergencyManagement/MakeaPlan.aspx
https://www.do1thing.com/
https://www.do1thing.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/d1t_00_factsheets.en_.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/

- Go to: www.midland911.org or www.facebook.
com/MidlandCountyEmergencyManagement
- Sign up for Nixle to receive messages through
text messages and email. Sign up at www.
midland911.org
• Turn on emergency alerts on your cell phone
• Get a NOAA Emergency Alert Radio
For more information on September’s goal go to https://
www.do1thing.com/individuals/informed/.

September 2021

4

Annual Pig Roast!
We had a great turnout for our annual pig roast! Unfortunately,
last year we were unable to host it but by carefully following the
CDC guidelines we were able to host it again! A huge thank you to the
Varner’s for roasting our pigs and turkeys, Town’s End Clydesdales for
the carriage rides, Sunshine String Band for the musical performance and
last but not least the staff and family members who helped tremendously
to make this go off without a hitch! We had a blast and look forward to
doing it again next year.
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COLEMAN VETERANS MEMORIAL
The Coleman Veterans Memorial is a moving tribute to
area Veterans who have served and sacrificed for our
country. Founded and funded by a committee of area
residents, the memorial is complex with meaning and a
quiet, thoughtful place for veterans and their families to
come together.
View the video to the right and visit their website (www.
colemanveteransmemorial.org) to learn more about the
memorial and be sure to pay a visit.
United By Sacrifice Concert September 11th
Bring your friends and family to the concert featuring the Guess Who and Peacemaker concert for a
great time and to support the Coleman Veterans Memorial. Tickets may be purchased online through
September 4th and picked up at will call on the day of the event. Tickets may also be purchased at local
businesses or at the gate. Anyone who has 2020 Event tickets or purchased tickets for the May Show,
they are still valid and will be honored this September 11th, 2021.
Click here for more information and to purchase tickets or see the flyer
on page 10.
Memorial Bricks Interactive Map
The Coleman Veterans Memorial paver bricks have been mapped by
the Midland County GIS team using imagery captured by their drone.
You can use this interactive GIS map to view the bricks, search for
bricks by key words, and click on paver bricks to read the inscriptions.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS - FOCUS ON EDUCATION
Thurs, Sept 16, 7pm
Creative 360, 1517 Bayliss, Midland 48640
The LWV of the Midland Area is holding a panel discussion to address
three issues in the education of our children in the Covid-19 era.
The issues are (1) the use of special COVID-19 funding, (2) the impact of
COVID-19 on the current school year, and (3) the teacher shortages.
Panelists will include James Tarr, Dean of the College of Education at
SVSU; Craig Carmoney, Superintendent of Meridian Public Schools;
Michael Sharrow, Superintendent of Midland Public Schools; and Mark
Hackbarth, MCEA President.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous, such as
chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste Collection days. The final collection date for 2021
is Tuesday, October 26
Appointments are required, click here for more information and to schedule appointments or call the
Midland County Health Department at 989.832.6681. Be prepared to indicate the type and amount
of materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to
drop off materials.

SEPTEMBER IS SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH
Did you know that suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among people aged 10–34 and the 10th
leading cause of death overall in the U.S? That the overall suicide rate in the U.S. has increased by 35%
since 1999? Or that 46% of people who die by suicide had a diagnosed mental health condition?
September is National Suicide Prevention Month, and you can make a difference. Please TAKE FIVE
MINUTES to complete five action items developed by the National Council for Suicide Prevention
(NCSP) for their Take 5 to Save Lives campaign:
1) Learn the Signs - Take a few minutes to learn the warning signs of suicide.
2) Know How to Help- You CAN help. Know what to say and do if someone you care about is
suicidal.
3) Practice Self-care - Make mental wellness a priority in your life.
4) Reach Out - Help is available and recovery is possible.
5) Spread the Word - Pledge to tell 5 people about Take 5 and Suicide Prevention Month
Sources:
https://www.nami.org/get-involved/awareness-events/suicide-prevention-awareness-month
https://www.take5tosavelives.org/take-5-steps
https://www.bethe1to.com/

If you or someone you know is in an emergency, call The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-TALK (8255) or call 911 immediately.
September 2021
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It’s Okay to
Talk About

SUICIDE

Thoughts of giving up and suicide can be
frightening. Not taking these kinds of thoughts
seriously can have devastating outcomes.

2

nd

Suicide is the
2nd leading
cause of death
for people ages
10-34
The overall
suicide rate has
increased 35%
since 1999
Suicide is the
10th leading
cause of death
in the U.S.

NOT

the
answer.

46%

of people who die by
suicide have a
diagnosed mental
health condition

90%

If you start
thinking about
suicide, seek
help. Call or text
a crisis line or a
trusted friend.

of people who die by
suicide have
experienced symptoms
of a mental health
condition
Make an
appointment with a
health care
professional to talk
about what you’re
thinking or how
you’re feeling.

HIGH RISK POPULATIONS
78% of all people who die by suicide are male

4x

Suicide is

Lesbian, gay and bisexual youth are four times
more likely to attempt suicide than straight youth

Transgender people are 12 times more likely to
attempt suicide than the general population

12x

If you are concerned about suicide and don’t
know what to do, call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.

Data from CDC, NIMH and other select sources. Find citations for this resource at nami.org/mhstats

Suicidal thoughts
are a symptom, just
like any other —
they can be treated,
and they can
improve over time.
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SANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Presents

Founders Day - Sept 11& 12

12:00 Noon Saturday Parade Downtown Sanford (line up at Crescent St. at 11:00 AM)
Float theme: “Building Sanford Back Bigger and Better”
Contact: Charles Dinsmore (989) 600-1873 or Jake Cole (989) 600-0816
Times below subject to change (see www. sanfordhist.org)

Sanford Village
Saturday, September 11, 2021
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Craft Show (Porte Park) (Tessi Orvis 989-213-8247)

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Fire Fighting Equipment - Jerome Fire Department

2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Classic Car Show (Downtown) (Randy Dyer 989-259-8962)

Sanford Centennial Museum Grounds
Free Pony Rides Saturday & Sunday
F
F
10 am - 4 pm

R
E
E
Saturday, September
7:30 am - 9:30 am

R
E
E
11, 2021

SHS Pancake Breakfast (starts @ 7:30) and Church Bake Sale (starts @ 9:00)

10:00 am - 5:00 pm Small Animal Petting Zoo by “Grandma’s Pumpkin Patch”
10:00 am - 4:00 pm “Kids Workshop” — Home Depot
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Demonstrations: Wood Carving, Corn Milling, Spinning, Blacksmith, Old Tractors, Miniature Steam Engines, Model Trains, Historical Displays, and more.

10:00 am - 4:00 pm Face Painting and Temporary Tattoos “for the daring”
10:00 am - 5:00 pm Free Wood Branded Souvenir Plaques by Jeff Bowen “while they last!”
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm SHS Pig Roast, Bean Soup, Hotdog Kids Meals, Ice Cream, Strawberry Shortcake
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Children’s Sight Screening — Coleman Lions
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Meridian Marching Band
1:15 pm - 1:45 pm

Clown Show — Clare Bailey Chapel

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Barrel Train Rides — Ernie Hahn

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Children's Treasure Dig —— Bean Bag Toss

2:30 pm - 4:30 pm Live Music by “Borderline”
3:00 pm

Dam Duck Race Starts — Results Announced at the Museum Music Stage

Sunday, September 12, 2021
8:00 am - 10:00 am Coffee and Doughnuts — “free” until gone!
9:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday Morning Service — Clare Bailey Chapel
Demonstrations: Wood Carving, Corn Milling, Spinning, Blacksmith, Old Tractors, Miniature Steam Engines, Model Trains, Historical Displays, and more.

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Free Wood Branded Souvenir Plaques by Jeff Bowen “while they last!”
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Sloppy Joes, Bean Soup, Hotdog Kids Meals, Ice Cream, Strawberry Shortcake
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Barrel Train Rides — Ernie Hahn
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Country Music by “Dale Hafer”

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Face Painting and Temporary Tattoos “for the daring”

2:00 pm- 4:00 pm

Lighthouse Body of Christ Gospel Singers — Clare Bailey Chapel

Free Parking and Free Admission to the Museum and all Events
Sale items available: Books, T-shirts, Hats, Memberships, Etc. (Donations are accepted)
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SOCIAL
MEDIA
Staying secure in a connected world
The average user spends over two hours a day on social media.
Discover some of the global risks and what you can do to stay safe.

JULIE

Think before you CLICK!

OH NO!

Julie receives a message offering a ‘special version’ of her
favourite app. She clicks the link, enters her credentials
and installs the software. Oh no! Julie just got phished! Now the
bad guys have her user info and complete access to her device.

Have a strong security mindset:
•
•
•
•

Never trust unexpected messages.
Don’t click unexpected links.
Only download and install software from verified sources.
If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

OH NO!

MARK

Think before you SHARE!
Mark recently live-streamed a party from the office. Oh no!
He never adjusted the security settings and ended up
broadcasting proprietary information to the entire world. Also,
since geotagging was still on, the bad guys know the time and
location of his every picture and post and can easily target him.

Have a strong security mindset:
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t assume that default security settings protect you.
Don’t give away sensitive or confidential information.
Review and update security and privacy settings quarterly.
Turn off geotagging to keep location information private.
Only share with intended viewers.

OH NO!

Think before you CONNECT!

TIM

Tim accepts all connection requests. He recently connected with
his CEO and has been sharing proprietary information using
private messages. Oh no! Tim is the victim of a fake profile,
which bad guys use to gain information and harm organisations.

Have a strong security mindset:
•
•
•
•

Don’t blindly accept connection requests.
Don’t assume the connection is real.
Don’t use social media to send sensitive information.
If a request seems suspicious, verify by contacting
the person directly.
• Periodically review and remove unnecessary connections.

Review and follow your organisation’s social media and security policies!
© KnowBe4, Inc. All rights reserved. | www.KnowBe4.com
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Are you a Military Veteran interested
in becoming a U.S. Citizen?
Meet with an attorney for free and find out
if you qualify for the Veterans
Naturalization Assistance Program
Attorneys will meet with Veterans on
October 22, 2021 | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

For your appointment, you will need:
An Honorable or General Under Honorable Conditions
Discharge
A copy of your DD-214

It's free to apply for your naturalization
as a U.S. Military veteran.

Call (202) 733-3337 to make
an appointment.

If you or a veteran you know may qualify, please contact Nicqelle Godfrey at
(202) 733-3337 or vnap@vetsprobono.org
WWW.VETSPROBONO.ORG

@VETSPROBONO

@VETSPROBONO

@VETSPROBONO

#THEYFOUGHTFORUS

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

JAIL

989-832-6612

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

SHERIFF

989-839-4600

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

HEALTH

989-832-6380

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.

County of Midland | 220 W. Ellsworth St. | MIDLAND, MI | 48640
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