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MIDLAND COUNTY
FAIR RETURNS!
AUGUST 15-21

The summer event everyone looks forward to returns to the Midland County Fairgrounds
August 15-21. All week long residents will compete in many events ranging from animals to
artwork and just about everything in between. Find your category and get entered. More info
is available online and in the Fairbook. Look for the Grandstand Schedule on the next page.

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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2021 PUBLIC PROPERTY TAX
AUCTION
The County Treasurer’s office will be holding a
Property Tax Foreclosed Auction on Thursday,
August 5, 2021 at 5:30 PM at the County
Services Building. There are 20 properties
available for bid that will be sold to the highest
bidder. Information on each property can be
found here: https://co.midland.mi.us/Treasurer/
ForeclosedParcelsandAuctionInformation.aspx.
The website provides maps, pictures, terms
and bidding information.

Fair Grand Stand Events
SuperKicker Rodeo
Monday, August 16, 7:00p.m. and
Tuesday, August 17, 7:00 p.m.
Bump “N” Run
Wednesday, August 18, 7:00p.m.
Figure 8/Burnout
Thursday, August 19, 7:30p.m.
Super Cross
Friday, August 20, 7:00p.m.
Autocross
Saturday, August 21, 7:30p.m.
Contact the Fair Office at 989-835-7901
for advance tickets.

IMPORTANT DATES
July

August

July 18-24 National Zoo Keepers Week

Aug 1-7 National Farmers Market Week

July 4 - Independence Day

Dogust 1st - Universal Birthday for Shelter Dogs

July 5 - Independence Day Holiday (County Offices Closed)

Aug 4 - U.S. Coast Guard Birthday

July 7 - World Chocolate Day

Aug. 5 - Public Property Tax Auction

July 7 - Global Forgiveness Day

Aug 7 - National Light House Day

July 23 - National Vanilla Ice Cream Day

Aug 17 - Household Hazardous Waste Collection

July 25 - National Parents Day

Aug 19 - World Humanitarian Day

July 26 - National Disability Independence Day

Aug 21 - National Senior Citizens Day

July 30 - International Day of Friendship

Aug 30 - National Toasted Marshmallow Day
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC – HOPES & FEARS
June 29, 2021
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Midland County Department of Public Health

The good news is that COVID-19 is receding in Michigan and the hope is that this
trend continues. Midland County has seen a steady decline in daily COVID-19
cases since April 22, 2021. Most recent data, adjusted to a population of a million
people, indicates about 10 cases per million population (7 day average), which is risk level A (7 – 20
cases/million population). At the height of the spring surge in cases, Midland County was at 683 cases
per million population, which is risk level E (> 150 cases/million population). Likewise, the Midland
County positivity rate has come down from a 7 day average of 18.8% on April 9, 2021 (risk level D is
15% – 20%) to a 7 day average of 0.4% as of June 27, 2021, which is a low risk level (low is <3%).
The fear is that a surge in cases among the large number of those not yet vaccinated in the population
could quickly reverse the current decline we are enjoying. This is reminiscent of what we saw in some
parts of the US last summer and in Michigan last fall. Even more worrisome is that there are now
a number of SARS-CoV2 variants of concern. All viruses mutate or change their genetic sequence.
Variants change enough to alter disease severity, transmissibility, response to treatment or vaccines.
Changes in the virus enough to alter its impact on people were identified in late 2020. The more
COVID-19 transmission in the community, the more chance for new variants. The Delta variant, which
is both more transmissible and appears to cause more severe disease, has the potential to become the
dominant form of COVID-19 in the U.S. in the coming months is even more reason for alarm. However,
there is more good news – the US authorized COVID-19 vaccines are effective against all of the
variants. The Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines are likely to produce long lasting immunity.
The time to take action is now, in the “off season”. The SARS-CoV-2 virus is more transmissible in
cooler, less humid weather. As the weather cools, there is also more indoor activity. If you are eligible
for the COVID-19 vaccine, get fully vaccinated now. COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. The
CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends COVID-19 vaccines for
persons 12 years of age and older in the United States under FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization.
If you received one dose of a two-dose COVID-19 vaccine, be sure to get the second dose of the
vaccine when you are due or as soon afterwards as possible. It is never too late to get the second dose!
Waiting until we are in a COVID-19 surge does little good, as it takes a number of weeks to achieve full
vaccination status.
Vaccination remains the best protection against severe illness and death from COVID-19. Remember,
putting a seatbelt on after the accident does little good!
Midland County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) COVID-19 Vaccine information: https://www.
co.midland.mi.us/HealthDepartment/COVIDVaccineInformation.aspx
For questions, e-mail MCDPH at MCDPH@co.midland.mi.co or call 989.832.6380.
Midland County Resident COVID-19 Vaccination Rates as of Tuesday, June 29, 2021
First dose for ages 16 and older: 62%
Series completion: 54.5%
The Michigan COVID-19 vaccination goal is vaccination of 70% of Michiganders age 16 and older.
The Midland County vaccination goal is vaccination of 80% of county residents age 16 and older.
July 2021

3

INDICATORS OF BROADBAND NEED MAPPING TOOL
If you have good broadband access you probably use it
extensively and take it for granted. In the past year of the
pandemic work, education and entertainment have all gone
online and yet many in Michigan and the United States do
not have access to reliable high-speed internet. The Federal
Communication Commission’s current benchmark for fixed
broadband service of 25 Mbps download, 3 Mbps upload.
The National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) recently released a digital mapping tool
that gives a good view of where people do not have good quality
internet that meets the benchmark. “This tool paints a sobering
view of the challenges facing far too many Americans as they try
to connect to high-speed broadband and participate in our modern
economy,” said U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina M. Raimondo.

Census tracts in Michigan where
median Internet speeds show fixed
broadband below 25/3 Mbps.

“Any effort to close the digital divide starts with solid data, and NTIA continues to help policymakers
make more informed decisions on expanding broadband access,” said Acting NTIA Administrator Evelyn
Remaley. “Now, the public can benefit from our platform to see which areas of the country still don’t
have broadband at speeds needed to participate in the modern economy.”
Sources:
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/press-release/2021/ntia-creates-first-interactive-map-help-public-see-digitaldivide-across-country?source=email
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/data-and-mapping

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that
are considered hazardous, such as chemicals, oil-based paints
and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products,
certain auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste
Collection days. Household hazardous materials (HHM) can lead
to contamination of groundwater, surface water, well water, or
other water sources when spilled on the ground, poured down
the drain, or placed in trash containers. This is your opportunity
to safely and properly dispose of most hazardous materials you
may have in your home.
Dates scheduled for 2021 are:

Items NOT accepted:
• all medications - may be
dropped off at the Law
Enforcement Center or
at Dump Your Drugs
scheduled days
• used auto batteries
• gas cylinders
• ammunition

• Tuesday, August 17

• radioactive materials

• Tuesday, October 26

• large quantities of
material generated from a
business operation

Appointments are required, click here for more information and
to schedule appointments or call the Midland County Health
Department at 989.832.6681. Be prepared to indicate the type
and amount of materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will
be allowed to drop off materials.
These collections are made possible by a partnership between the City of Midland and the Midland
County Department of Public Health.
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IT’S TICK SEASON - BE PREPARED!
Jim Henry, RS, MBA
Environmental Health Director, Midland County Department of Public Health

As part of a healthy lifestyle, the Midland County Department of Public Health
(MCDPH) encourages people to get active and enjoy the outdoors. While outdoors
it is important to protect yourself from ticks. Ticks can spread multiple diseases,
but Lyme disease is the most common tick-borne disease reported in Michigan. Lyme disease is
caused by a bacterium that is transmitted from the bite of the blacklegged tick, sometimes referred
to as the deer tick. Early symptoms of Lyme disease typically include fever, headache, fatigue, and a
characteristic skin rash, often in the shape of a bullseye. If left untreated, infection can spread to joints,
the heart, and the nervous system.
Protect Yourself and Pets
• Avoid tick habitats whenever possible. Walk
in the center of trails to avoid contact with
overgrown grass, bushes and leaf litter at trail
edges.
• Protect your pets. Dogs and cats can come into
contact with ticks outdoors and bring them into
the home. Using appropriate tick prevention
products on pets is recommended.
• Use repellent that contains 20 percent or more
DEET, picaridin, or IR3535 on exposed skin.
• Treat clothing (especially pants, socks and
shoes) with permethrin, which kills ticks on
contact. Do not apply permethrin directly on
skin.
• Perform tick checks. Always check for ticks on
yourself and your pets after being outdoors.
• Bath or shower as soon as possible after coming
indoors (preferably within two hours) to wash
off and more easily find ticks that may be crawling on you.
• Washing clothing in hot water and drying on high heat will kill ticks in clothing.
Tick Removal
Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the tick by the head as close to the skin as possible and pull it
straight out. Do not twist or jerk the tick. If tweezers are not available, use your fingernails with tissue
paper. Immediately wash the bite area and your hands with soap and water then apply an antiseptic to
the bite wound.
If you are unclear about the identification or have questions regarding ticks, please contact Midland
County’s Environmental Health Division at 989-832-6380. Additional information regarding ticks and
Lyme disease can be found here:
• https://www.michigan.gov/
mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54784_78428_78430_83603---,00.html
• https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/index.html
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ONLINE PROGRAMS
Preserving Your Harvest!
MSU Extension and Grace A. Dow Memorial Library are
partnering for a virtual series! To add on with the library’s seed
program, MSU Extension will be offering two more monthly
virtual programs, July 13 – What Equipment Do I Need to
Preserve With? And August 13 – Too Many Tomatoes. There
is no Charge to attend, each session will last just an hour and
are scheduled to begin at 7:00 PM. To register for the sessions,
please contact the library at 989-837-3449 or email askdadml@
gmail.com. We look forward to sharing great information with
you and answering your food preservation questions at the end
of each session. Feel free to join if you are new to preserving or
are a seasoned pro, updated research-based information will be
emailed to you after each session.
Cooking for Crowds
Is your organization preparing for a food event? The Cooking
for Crowds class educates groups who offer food fundraisers
and events such as dinners, soup suppers and bake sales. Join
MSU Extension to learn how to keep the community safe and
prevent foodborne illness. Note: this course does not take
the place of the ServSafe Manager Course for the Person in
Charge, it is designed for volunteers. This online class is being
offered at different times, the next session is July 20, 2-5:00
PM cost is $15/participant. Each participant will receive a food
safety manual, food safety posters, accompanying food safety
information and instruction from the three-hour online session.
For more information or to register, please visit: https://events.
anr.msu.edu/C4C21.
Be Food Safe and Ready for Emergencies
Learn how to be prepared during weather emergencies with
these bi-monthly lunch and learn presentations. Join MSU
Extension online via Zoom or on our Think Food Safety
Facebook page. The topic for July 13, at Noon, will be What
To Do With Food After a Power Outage. Learn food safety
tips about preparing prior to a power outage and what kinds
of foods can be saved after a power outage. To participate
via Zoom register by visiting: https://events.anr.msu.edu/
emergencypreparednesssummer2021/
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EXTREME HEAT - HEAT-RELATED DEATHS ARE PREVENTABLE
Heat-related illnesses, like heat exhaustion or heat stroke, happen when the body is not able to
properly cool itself. While the body normally cools itself by sweating, during extreme heat, this might
not be enough. In these cases, a person’s body temperature rises faster than it can cool itself down.
This can cause damage to the brain and other vital organs. Heat-related illnesses can lead to death if
not treated promptly.
Be educated and prepared to handle all that summer can through at us.

Stay Cool
Wear Appropriate Clothing: Choose lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing.
Stay Cool Indoors: Stay in an air-conditioned place as much as
possible. If your home does not have air conditioning, go to a cool
place—even a few hours spent in air conditioning can help your
body stay cooler when you go back into the heat. Taking a cool
shower or bath or moving to an air-conditioned place is a much
better way to cool off. Use your stove and oven less to maintain a
cooler temperature in your home.

Electric fans may provide
comfort, but when the
temperature is in the high
90s, they will not prevent
heat-related illness.

Schedule Outdoor Activities Carefully: Try to limit your outdoor
activity to when it’s coolest, like morning and evening hours. Rest often in shady areas so that your
body has a chance to recover.
Pace Yourself: Cut down on exercise during the heat. If you are not accustomed to working or
exercising in a hot environment, start slowly and pick up the pace gradually. If exertion in the heat
makes your heart pound and leaves you gasping for breath, STOP all activity. Get into a cool area or
into the shade, and rest, especially if you become lightheaded, confused, weak, or faint.
Wear Sunscreen: Sunburn affects your body’s ability to cool down and can make you dehydrated.
If you must go outdoors, protect yourself from the sun by wearing a wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses,
and by putting on sunscreen of SPF 15 or higher 30 minutes prior to going out. Continue to reapply
it according to the package directions. Look for sunscreens that say “broad spectrum” or “UVA/UVB
protection” on their labels- these products work best.
Do Not Leave Children or Pets in Cars:
Cars can quickly heat up to dangerous
temperatures, even with a window cracked
open. While anyone left in a parked car
is at risk, children are especially at risk of
getting a heat stroke or dying.
Avoid Hot and Heavy Meals: They add
heat to your body!

continued on next page

Stay Hydrated
Drink Plenty of Fluids: Drink more fluids, regardless of how active
you are. Do not wait until you’re thirsty to drink.
• Warning: If your doctor limits the amount you drink or has
you on water pills, ask how much you should drink while the
weather is hot.
• Stay away from very sugary or alcoholic drinks—these
actually cause you to lose more body fluid. Also avoid very
cold drinks, because they can cause stomach cramps.
Replace Salt and Minerals: Heavy sweating removes salt and
minerals from the body that need to be replaced. A sports drink
can replace the salt and minerals you lose in sweat. If you are
on a low-salt diet, have diabetes, high blood pressure, or other
chronic conditions, talk with your doctor before drinking a sports
beverage or taking salt tablets.
Keep Your Pets Hydrated: Provide plenty of fresh water for your
pets and leave the water in a shady area.

Stay Informed
Check for Updates: Check your local news for extreme heat alerts and safety tips and to learn about
any cooling shelters in your area.
Know the Signs: Learn the signs and symptoms of heat-related illnesses and how to treat them.
Use a Buddy System: When working in the heat, monitor the condition of your co-workers and have
someone do the same for you. Heat-induced illness can cause a person to become confused or lose
consciousness. If you are 65 years of age or older, have a friend or relative call to check on you twice a
day during a heat wave. If you know someone in this age group, check on them at least twice a day.
Monitor Those at High Risk: Although anyone at any time can suffer from heat-related illness, some
people are at greater risk than others:
• Infants and young children
• People 65 years of age or older
• People who are overweight
• People who overexert during work or exercise
• People who are physically ill, especially with heart disease or high blood pressure, or who take
certain medications, such as for depression, insomnia, or poor circulation
Visit adults at risk at least twice a day and closely watch them for signs of heat exhaustion or heat
stroke. Infants and young children, of course, need much more frequent watching.
Sources:
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heattips.html
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heat_guide.html
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HEAT-RELATED ILLNESSES
WHAT TO LOOK FOR

WHAT TO DO

HEAT STROKE
• High body temperature (103°F or higher)
• Hot, red, dry, or damp skin

• Call 911 right away-heat stroke is a
medical emergency
• Move the person to a cooler place

• Fast, strong pulse

• Help lower the person’s temperature
with cool cloths or a cool bath

• Headache
• Dizziness

• Do not give the person anything to
drink

• Nausea
• Confusion
• Losing consciousness (passing out)

HEAT EXHAUSTION
• Heavy sweating

• Move to a cool place

• Cold, pale, and clammy skin

• Loosen your clothes

• Fast, weak pulse

• Put cool, wet cloths on your body or
take a cool bath

• Nausea or vomiting
• Muscle cramps

• Sip water

• Tiredness or weakness

Get medical help right away if:
• You are throwing up
• Your symptoms get worse
• Your symptoms last longer than 1 hour

• Dizziness
• Headache
• Fainting (passing out)

HEAT CRAMPS
• Heavy sweating during intense
exercise

• Stop physical activity and move to a
cool place

• Muscle pain or spasms

• Drink water or a sports drink
• Wait for cramps to go away before you
do any more physical activity

Get medical help right away if:
• Cramps last longer than 1 hour
• You’re on a low-sodium diet
• You have heart problems

SUNBURN
• Stay out of the sun until your
sunburn heals

• Painful, red, and warm skin
• Blisters on the skin

• Put cool cloths on sunburned areas
or take a cool bath
• Put moisturizing lotion on sunburned
areas
• Do not break blisters

HEAT RASH
• Red clusters of small blisters that look
like pimples on the skin (usually on the
neck, chest, groin, or in elbow creases)

• Stay in a cool, dry place
• Keep the rash dry
• Use powder (like baby powder) to
soothe the rash
CS280226
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2021 Midland Youth Law Enforcement Academy
Monday, August 2nd through Friday August 6th 2021
Presented by Midland City and County School Resource Officers
9 AM to 4 PM EACH DAY – LUNCH IS PROVIDED

MIDLAND LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER

2727 Rodd Street, Midland, MI (Corner of Rodd and Jefferson)
Enrollment is open to the first 30 applicants. Students must be between 13 and 15 years
of age. The class is open to new participants only. Students will engage in physical
training throughout the week. Appropriate athletic clothing and athletic shoes are
required each day.

Topics covered pending availability due to COVID19

Juvenile laws
Boating Safety
Tour of the Jail
Jail Security
SWAT
Detective Bureau

Bicycle Safety
Tour of Courthouse
Tour of 911 Dispatch
Court Security
Criminal Law
Road Patrol functions

Crime Scene
Crash Investigation
Visit with Judges
DNR
Physical Fitness
Internet Safety

COST: $70.00 PER COUNTY RESIDENT STUDENT
OR $90.00 PER NON-COUNTY RESIDENT STUDENT
Please make check payable to Midland County Sheriff:

Youth Law Enforcement Academy
ATTN: MCSO Records Division
2727 Rodd Street Midland MI, 48640
Direct any questions to MCSO records
Phone: 989-839-4630
Email: sheriffrecords@co.midland.mi.us
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Click for More Info
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MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

JAIL

989-832-6612

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

SHERIFF

989-839-4600

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

HEALTH

989-832-6380

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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