MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
WELCOME NEW CORRECTIONS DEPUTIES

Dep. Bohnsack
Capt. Derocher , Dep. Greania, Sheriff Greene

Capt. Derocher , Dep. Livingston Sheriff Greene

Sheriff Greene and Jail Administrator, Capt. Jeff Derocher recently welcomed three new corrections
deputies to the Midland County Jail. Deputy Lydia Greania started on July 12th and is a student at
Saginaw Valley State University. She and her husband Samuel live in Auburn.
Deputy Kristopher Livingston was hired August 27th and is also a part-time firefighter for Buena Vista
Fire Department. He lives in Saginaw, attends Delta College and enjoys fishing, bowling, and golf.
Lydia and Kristopher graduated from the 18th Delta College Corrections Academy on November 8,
2021.
Deputy Kaleb Bohnsack was hired November 1st and is a life-long Midland resident. He attends Delta
College and Ferris State University.
The Sheriff’s Office has several more openings for Part-time Corrections Deputies. Click here for more
information.

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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Reminder to Stay Vigilant Against
Threats During Holidays and Weekends
As Americans prepare to hit the highways and airports this holiday season, Cybersecurity &
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) are reminding
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DATES
December

January

National Human Rights Month

National Blood Donor Month

7th Pearl Harbor Day

15th-22nd International Snowmobile Safety Week

6th Last Day of Hanukkah

9th National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

12th Gingerbread House Day

17th Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observance-

21st Winter Solstice

County offices closed

23 - 24 County offices closed for

18 National Michigan Day

Christmas Holiday

28 National Have Fun At Work Day

rd

th

th

th

30th - 31st County offices closed for
New Year’s holiday
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OMICRON VARIANT & UPDATE ON MIDLAND COUNTY
VACCINATION PROGRESS
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
Midland County Department of Public Health

A variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus (that causes COVID-19) has one or more mutations that
differentiate it from other SARS-CoV-2 viruses. A number of variants of SARS-CoV-2 have been
documented throughout this pandemic. A newly identified SARS-CoV-2 virus variant, omicron, was
recently labeled a “variant of concern” by the World Health Organization. To be a “variant of concern”
there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations
or deaths), decreased effectiveness in neutralizing the virus by antibodies generated during previous
infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or testing detection failures.
South Africa identified the variant and reported it to the World Health Organization.
Early reports suggest omicron may be more contagious than the delta variant. Initial reports do not
indicate a greater severity of illness. In South Africa, severe cases were concentrated in those not
fully vaccinated. It will take several weeks to confirm these initial reports. The COVID-19 vaccines are
expected to provide some protection against the omicron variant, although it will take a few weeks to
verify their effectiveness.
The same preventive measures for the COVID-19 delta variant also reduces the risk of transmission
of the COVID-19 omicron variant. Currently, there is a high level of community transmission of the
COVID-19 delta variant in Midland County, the Great Lakes Bay Region and Michigan. It is important
to follow these preventive measures:
• Get the COVID-19 vaccine and get the booster dose as recommended for ages 5 and older.
• Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated spaces.
• Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arm lengths) from others who don’t live with you.
• Wear a close fitting mask that covers your nose and mouth indoors in public spaces
• Clean your hands often, with either soap and water for 20 seconds or a hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
• Clean frequently touched objects and surfaces daily. If someone is sick or has tested positive for
COVID-19, disinfect frequently touched surfaces.
• Monitor your health daily: Stay home when ill and get tested for COVID-19; Avoid close contact
with people who are sick.
• Get tested 5 – 7 days after close contact with someone with COVID-19.
*close contact is within 6 feet for 15 minutes over 24 hours from 2 days before symptom onset
or positive test until the end of the isolation period
The vaccines and other preventive measures help stop new variants
As we vaccinate as many people as possible, as quickly as possible, we can stop the spread of the
coronavirus. A slow in transmission of the virus means fewer opportunities for it to mutate, which can
help prevent the emergence of new variants.
December 2021
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OMICRON VARIANT & UPDATE VACCINATION PROGRESS
Midland County Vaccination Progress
As of November 28, 2021, 68.7% of Midland County residents age 16 and older have received at least
one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 66.2% of this group are fully vaccinated.
Here is a look at the Midland County COVID-19 vaccine progress across different age groups:
Age Group

1 Dose

2 Doses

65 Years & Older

98%

93.8%

55 - 64 years old

76.9%

72.9%

45 - 54 years old

56.6%

52.9%

30 - 44 years old

63.2%

57.5%

20 - 29 years old

51.2%

45.9%

16 - 19 years old

41.4%

36.1%

12 - 15 years old

47.3%

43.7%

5 - 11 years old

23%

NA

*5 – 11 years olds just became eligible for their 2nd dose

Prevent a “Twindemic”
A “twindemic” is a wave of influenza (flu) and a variant-fueled surge of COVID-19, which are set to
strike at the same time. We can do this by getting fully vaccinated and boosted against COVID-19,
getting our seasonal flu shots and following the preventive measures above to reduce risk of viral
transmission.
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services COVID-19 Vaccine Finder:
https://www.michigan.gov/covidvaccine
Any questions? Contact the Midland County Department of Public Health:
E-mail: MCDPH@co.midland.mi.us
Phone: 989-832-6380

Happy Holidays!
December 2021
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Youth in both in Day Treatment and
The youth in Day
Detention have had access to Monarch
Treatment now have
access to bicycles for bike
butterflies this summer. This has served
rides
with staff for leisure,
as an opportunity to celebrate the
as well as in response to
name change from Day Treatment to
individual daily rewards.
the Monarch Academy, and also to
The ability to get in
watch the process of metamorphosis
exercise and to be able to
bike ride as a group to local
from caterpillar to butterfly right before
places for ice cream or
their eyes. This has been such a great way to introduce the
time in the park has been
name change to Monarch Academy and also allow youth, their
a great addition. Thank
parents and foster families to discuss the process with a real
you to Midland Kiwanis for
live visual option to observe.
their contribution.

Thanks to Kiwanis donations, the Juvenile
Care Center was able to invest in outdoor
equipment to include, lawnmowers, rakes and
shovels for snow removal. At this point, the
youth have had the opportunity to rake the
yards of four different Midland Community
citizens in need of lawn care help to give back
to their community. Having the opportunity
to work as a group as well as making a
community member happy with the finished
result was rewarding for all involved. Plus,
snacks and drinks for the youth helped to
keep motivation high!

This past spring the Day
Treatment youth had the
opportunity to visit the
State Capitol as well as to
meet and spend some time
with Senator Jim Stamas.
This outing was a great
opportunity for the youth
to learn as a group about
our State government.

With assistance of a local artist Marc
Francisco (that the youth affectionately
refer to as “Doc”), the creation of a new
sculpture to be erected at the front of the
Juvenile Care Center building to symbolize
the Monarch Academy is coming to fruition.
The new sculpture will be unveiled in the
Spring of 2022.

The Brush Monkeys came
to town in November, and
again teamed up with the
JCC youth to paint the
Courthouse windows for
the holidays. Youth were
able to work free hand ideas
alongside the Brush Monkey
professional artists to create
festive ornaments that will
be on display this holiday
season.
December 2021
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The month of November definitely
brought the cold with it. Last year
we were able to still do golf cart
rides in November, this year we
unfortunately had to put it away
early. Every Tuesday we are still having the Matter
of Balance classes and the virtual Bible study. The
last class will be the first Tuesday of December and
each participant that attended at least six classes
will receive a certificate. To welcome opening day
of rifle season we dressed in orange and shot “deer” with the nerf gun.
Per popular request, we took several McDonald’s trips and sat by the
Tridge to enjoy the food and scenery.
For Thanksgiving we celebrated with a
traditional Thanksgiving meal and each
resident had a special goodie bag treat
that was passed out in the morning. Throughout the entire month
of November there were Thanksgiving themed crafts. The day after
Thanksgiving the fall decorations were taken down and traded out for
Christmas decorations and several trees were put
up around the building. Resident’s enjoyed helping
hang ornaments on the tree and directing me
where to put them.
On next month’s agenda we have various Christmas traditions planned. Every
Friday there will be a Christmas movie and either popcorn or frozen yogurt in the
afternoon. Decorating Christmas cookies, making personalized ornaments for
the trees, building gingerbread houses, and even a Grinch bingo game are all also
on the schedule. We will be having our special elf visitor back again and a spirit
week for resident’s and staff to dress up. Tis the season!

PREPAREDNESS BY THE MONTH
Do1Thing For December
First Aid
An emergency can happen at any time and any place. Many public places have a first aid kit,
oxygen, or an AED (automated external defibrillator) to treat people. These items can only save
lives if someone knows how to use them. Actions you take in the first few minutes after an injury
or other medical incident may save someone’s life.
Tasks
1) Know what to do while waiting for an ambulance
2) Make or buy first aid kits for your home and car
3) Take training in first aid, CPR AED, or pet first aid
For more information on December’s goal go to https://www.do1thing.com/individuals/first-aid/

USING GENERATORS SAFELY
Power outages are common during disasters, and they can last for several days. You can reduce your
losses and speed the recovery process with an emergency generator.
General Safety and Usage Guidelines for Backup Generators
• Be sure to use your generator correctly. Using a generator incorrectly can lead to dangerous
situations:
- Carbon monoxide poisoning from engine exhaust. Even if you can’t smell exhaust fumes, you
may still have been exposed to carbon monoxide. If you start to feel sick, dizzy, or weak while
using a generator, get fresh air right away. If you experience serious symptoms, get medical
attention immediately. Consider installing battery-operated carbon monoxide alarms. Be sure
to read the manufacturer’s instructions and take proper precautions.
- Electric shock or electrocution.
- Fire.

Use a portable generator only when necessary, and only to power essential equipment.
• Position generators outdoors and well away from any structure. Running a generator inside any
enclosed or partially enclosed structure can lead to dangerous and often fatal levels of carbon
monoxide. Keep generators positioned outside and at least 15 feet away from open windows so
exhaust does not enter your home/business or a neighboring home/business.
• Keep the generator dry. Operate your generator on a dry surface under an open, canopy-like
structure and make sure your hands are dry before touching the generator. Do not use the
generator in rainy or wet conditions.
• Disconnect the power coming into your home/business. Before you operate your generator,
disconnect your normal source of power. Otherwise, power from your generator could be sent
back into the utility company lines, creating a hazardous situation for utility workers.
• Make sure your generator is properly grounded. Grounding generators can help prevent shocks
and electrocutions.
December 2021
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USING GENERATORS SAFELY - CONTINUED
• Plug equipment directly into the generator. Use
heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cords that are
in good working condition and have a wire gauge
that can handle the electric load of any connected
appliances.
• DO NOT plug the generator into a wall outlet. NEVER
try to power your house/business by plugging the
generator into a wall outlet or the main electrical
panel. Only a licensed electrician should connect
a generator to a main electrical panel by installing
the proper equipment according to local electrical
codes. Make sure the electrician installs an approved
automatic transfer switch so you can disconnect your
home’s wiring from the utility system before you use
the generator.
• Maintain an adequate supply of fuel. Know your generator’s rate of fuel consumption at various
power output levels. Carefully consider how much fuel you can safely store and for how long.
Gasoline and diesel fuel stored for long periods may need added chemicals to keep them safe
to use. Check with your supplier for recommendations. Store all fuels in specifically designed
containers in a cool, dry, well-ventilated place, away from all potential heat sources.
• Turn the generator off and let it cool before refueling. Use the type of fuel recommended in the
manufacturer’s instructions.
• Inspect and maintain your generator regularly. Check aboveground storage tanks, pipes, and
valves regularly for cracks and leaks, and replace damaged materials immediately. Keep fresh
fuel in the tank and run the generator periodically to ensure it will be ready when you need it.
Source:
https://www.energy.gov/ceser/activities/energy-security/emergency-preparedness/using-portableemergency-generators-safely

MORE SAFETY TIPS
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PREPARE FOR WINTER DRIVING
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Visits with Santa

The Santa House, located at the
corner of M-20 and Main Street,
is a holiday staple in the Midland
community. The present house was
built in 1987, with assistance from the
Midland Area Community Foundation
(MACF) and generous donors. It
continues to operate annually,
thanks to the donation of time from
volunteers and to endowed funds
held at MACF that support the yearly
operation of the house.
As in past years, volunteers will be
called upon to facilitate visits with Santa by stepping into the role of, “elf.” Volunteers who would like to
help assist with Santa excursions and the Northern Star Train will be surrounded by all the wonders of
the Santa House for three-hour timeslots.
“The individuals who graciously donate their time are a key component of operating the Santa House,”
said Sharon Mortensen, President, and CEO of the Midland Area Community Foundation.
To schedule a visit or to volunteer and help offer the Santa House experience go to midlandfoundation.
org/santahouse or call 989-839-9661.

December 2021
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40thAnnual

Zonta

HOMEWALK

Virtual Tours Dec. 4th-31st

WWW.ZONTACLUBOFMIDLAND.ORG

The Zonta Club of Midland in collaboration with
the Alden B. Dow Home and Studio, is pleased to
announce that the Zonta Homewalk will be held as
virtual tours December 4th – 31st.
The 40th Homewalk celebration includes five spectacular area homes including one that was featured
in the very first tour. Zonta has partnered with Tridge
Media Productions for these spectacular homeowner
lead tours. You can watch each tour as often as you
like.
Tickets are $20 and are available from any Zonta
member, online at ZontaClubofMidland.org and at
select retailers.
Funds raised by the Zonta Homewalk support local
scholarships and service grants for area non-profits.
Homewalk has supported over $550,000 in giving
thanks to your generous support.

Scholar/Presenting
Sponsors:

Special Thanks for Video Production to:

Homewalk Holiday Auction
The festival continues with an Online Auction
featuring great experiences, gifts and decorations
to make your holiday season extra special.
CLUB OF
MIDLAND

ZontaClubofMidland.org

Bidding Closes:
December 5th at 8 pm
ZontaClubofMidland.org

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

JAIL

989-832-6612

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7145

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

SHERIFF

989-839-4600

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

HEALTH

989-832-6380

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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