MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
MIHOPE CELEBRATES 26TH GRADUATION

L-R: Marisa Boulton, Lisa Budreau, Brionna Varner, John Limon, Judge Carras, Michael Yelsik.
On July 23rd the 42nd Circuit Court and Honorable Stephen P. Carras celebrated John Limon,
the 26th graduate of the Midland County Honest Opportunity Probation with Enforcement
(MiHOPE) program.
continued on page 2
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MIHOPE CELEBRATES 26TH GRADUATION - CONTINUED
Born and raised in Midland, John Limon became an alcoholic at 14, and life went downhill from there.
He spent 14 years in prison before his mid-thirties and was facing more time when the MiHOPE
opportunity was presented to him. Deciding between prison time and the program however, was not
easy. “Prison is easier,” said John, “putting in the work to change is much harder.” He ultimately decided
it was time to turn it around because otherwise he was going to
die in prison or on the street.
MiHOPE is a 5-year intensive probation program that targets
high-risk felony offenders who meet certain eligibility criteria.
The program offers them one, often final, chance to avoid prison
so long as they can be safely and effectively monitored in the
community. Common requirements of the MiHOPE program
include residential treatment, individual and group counseling,
frequent tests for substance use, and curfews. A probationer
can successfully complete probation early by remaining violation
free for two years. The program is a collaborative effort involving
MiHOPE coordinator Brionna Varner, Judge Carras, the probation
department, jail administrators, the prosecutor’s office, public
defenders, defense attorneys, and the sheriff’s office.
John’s program was intense with mandatory counseling and
random drug tests where any failure to comply was met with
immediate consequences including jail time. There were
some initial set backs but with time he saw the value of the
group meetings and became an eager participant. To succeed
“everything had to change”, according to John. He found work,
new friends and reconnected with family that did not want anything to do with him before. “I’m
married now, starting a business and have plans to buy a house,” John said, “life is good, I didn’t always
know that.”
Judge Carras started MiHOPE in Midland in 2015 with 5 participants and held the first graduation in
2017. Currently there are 40 probationers in the program and 26 graduates. This program along with
Drug Court and Mental Health Court local prison diversion programs prove that change is possible.
Those that put in the work can build a new life for themselves, but they also need opportunities for
good jobs and acceptance. “It’s important to have a community that accepts people and gives them a
second chance,” said Brionne Varner.

IMPORTANT DATES
August

September

Aug 1-7 National Farmers Market Week

National Suicide Prevention Month

Dogust 1st - Universal Birthday for Shelter Dogs

Baby Safety Month

Aug 4 - U.S. Coast Guard Birthday

Sept 2 - National V-J Day

Aug. 5 - Public Property Tax Auction

Sept 3 - National Food Bank Day

Aug 7 - National Light House Day

Sept 8 - International Literacy Day

Aug 17 - Household Hazardous Waste Collection

Sept 6 - Labor Day (County Offices Closed)

Aug 19 - World Humanitarian Day

Sept 12 - National Grandparent’s Day

Aug 21 - National Senior Citizens Day

Sept 25 - National Public Lands Day

Aug 26 - Pinecrest Farms Pig Roast

Sept 26 - National Gold Star Mothers Day
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MIDLAND COVID-19 UPDATE AS OF JULY 27, 2021

Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Midland County Department of Public Health

Midland County is still at a moderate level of transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes
COVID-19, but the trend is worrisome. At the end of June, we had a low number of COVID-19 positive
tests at four per week. From July 1st – July 26th, we have had an average of 2.3 positive tests per
day. There have been eight positive COVID-19 tests reported in the last 24 hours. These numbers
do not reflect some of the ill family members and contacts who have not been tested. We are seeing
COVID-19 positive test results in vaccinated people with 21% of the positive test results July 1 – July
26th in those considered fully vaccinated (2 weeks after their second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines, or 2 weeks after the single-dose Johnson
& Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vaccine.) The majority of the vaccinated
COVID-19 vaccines
people have had no or mild symptoms. COVID-19 vaccines are highly
are highly effective
effective at preventing serious illness, hospitalization and death.
at preventing serious
New variants of SARS-CoV-2 are occurring over time. Delta is the name
illness, hospitalization
for the B.1.617.2. variant, a SARS-CoV-2 mutation that originally surfaced
and death.
in India. The first Delta case was identified in December 2020, and the
strain spread rapidly, soon becoming the dominant strain of the virus in
both India and then Great Britain. The delta variant has become the most dominant strain in the United
States, but has not yet been confirmed as the dominant strain in Michigan. Only a very small fraction
of the COVID-19 testing is sequenced for variants. Five cases of the delta variant have been identified
in Midland County residents in the past month. By comparison, only 72 cases of the delta variant were
confirmed in all of Michigan as of July 21, 2021. Much of the SARS CoV-2 transmission we are seeing
in the community may be the delta variant.
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Director of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), gave a
media briefing on the delta variant and an update on masking on July 27, 2021. Dr. Walensky shared
that on rare occasions, some vaccinated
people infected with the delta variant after
vaccination may be contagious and spread
the virus to others. During the Question
and Answer session, Dr. Walensky said
that where they have studied delta variant
transmission by the vaccinated, the amount
of virus in the vaccinated people is similar
to the amount of virus in the unvaccinated
people. This has prompted the CDC to revise
recommendations for masking for people
who have been fully vaccinated. Properly
fitting masks are recommended in public
indoor places in areas with either substantial
or high SARS CoV-2 transmission.
continued on next page
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MIDLAND COVID-19 UPDATE CONTINUED
Correct way to wear a mask during the COVID-19 Pandemic:
• Covers your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin
• Fits snugly against the sides of your face
Both the CDC & American Academy of Pediatrics recommends
universal masking, regardless of vaccination status, for schools
K-12. We are awaiting MDHHS School Guidance for 2021-2022.

valves or vents,
which allow virus
particles to escape

Completely cover your nose
and mouth

Fit snugly againstAre
theintended
sides for
healthcare
workers,
of your face and don’t
have
including N95 respirators
gaps

Although Midland County is at a moderate level of SARS CoV-2
transmission, we are trending up and fully vaccinated people are
testing positive. At this time, the Midland County Department of Public Health recommends following
Have a nose wire to prevent
masking recommendations for areas of substantial and high transmission: wear properly
fitting masks
air from leaking out of the top
in public indoor places, regardless of vaccination status. Other measures that reduce
transmission
of viral
the mask
include staying home when ill with symptoms that could be from COVID-19, getting tested for
COVID-19 if you have symptoms, quarantine of close contacts who have not been vaccinated or
diagnosed with COVID-19 in the past 90 days, physical distancing and handwashing.
CS 319876-O April 28, 2021 8:45 AM

The way out of this pandemic is through COVID-19 vaccination of all those eligible for the vaccine.
Midland County COVID-19 vaccination rate for those 16 years old and older is 62.6% for one or more
doses of vaccine as of July 27, 2021. Our vaccination rate is not much better than the state average of
59.1%. The vaccination coverage is well below the state goal of 70% and our Midland County goal of
80%. COVID-19 vaccination locations may be found at Michigan.gov/covidvaccine.
Key Points about COVID-19 Vaccines:
• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, especially severe
illness, hospitalization and death.
• COVID-19 vaccines reduce the risk of people spreading the virus that causes COVID-19.
• It typically takes 2 weeks after vaccination for the body to build protection (immunity) against
the virus that causes COVID-19. You are not fully vaccinated until 2 weeks after the second
dose of a 2-dose vaccine or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine.
• You may have side effects after vaccination. These are normal and should go away in a few days.
• Serious reactions to COVID-19 vaccines are very rare.
You can help stop the pandemic by getting a COVID- 19 vaccine. Being vaccinated against COVID-19
is one of the best ways to protect yourself and everyone around you. The more people who are
vaccinated against COVID-19, the better it is for all. By stopping the spread of COVID-19, we can
remain open. Please be sure to do your part to end this pandemic.
References:
July 27, 2021 CDC media briefing on the delta virus and masking: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLg4RRadTOM
CDC COVID Data Tracker (county transmission rates): https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view.
Information about where to find COVID-19 Vaccines: Michigan.gov/covidvaccine
Midland County Department of Public Health COVID-19 Vaccine Information:
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HealthDepartment/COVIDVaccineInformation.aspx
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WELCOME DEPUTY CROWTHER
Midland County Sheriff Myron Greene recently welcomed the
newest Road Patrol Deputy, Mr. Brandon Crowther. Brandon
was raised in the Canton, Ml area and graduated from Plymouth
High School. He then studied at Schoolcraft Community College
where he received his associate degree in criminal justice and
attended the Wayne County Regional Police Academy for his
MCOLES training.
Brandon joined the department with seven years of previous
law enforcement experience, with the last five being with the St.
Louis, Ml Police Department. Brandon lives in Midland County
with his wife and two children.

GOOD TIMES AT PINECREST FARMS

July was a busy month at Pinecrest Farms! The month started
with 18 Monarch caterpillars that were donated and ended with
14 butterflies. The residents enjoyed
feeding caterpillars milkweed then
releasing them into the flowers in front
of the building when they emerged from
their chrysalis.
Several visitors provided entertainment
and activities including the Sunshine
String Band, beach bingo with Stephanie
from Therapy Management, Inc., and
watercolor painting with Creative360.
Thanks to the generosity of the Fisher
Companies 16 residents and four staff
were able to attend a Great Lakes Loons
game and everyone had a great time
cheering on the team.
August will also be busy with musical performances, trips to the
Midland County Fair, a frozen yogurt party in our new MultiGenerational room since, and the pig roast on August 26th!
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LEADERSHIP UPDATES AT THE JCC
Recent leadership changes at the Juvenile Care Center (JCC)
resulted in the appointment of Ryan Grifuss as Director and
Jennifer Woods as Assistant Director. Ryan joined the program
in April with a wealth of experience in child welfare including
10 years with the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) in Isabella and Clare County and 3 years with
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian tribe. He also founded the Isabella
County Restoration House homeless shelter and brought the
Youth Advocate Program, a national nonprofit solely committed
to keeping youth and adults ‘safely home’ with their families, to
Michigan.
“I have spent my career advocating for children because I was one
of these kids. The opportunity to build resilience for these youth
is personally very motivating,” Ryan said, “I remember the special
people who helped me when I needed it”.
“Working in Isabella and Clare Counties I was well aware of the progressive practices in Midland and
admired them from afar and hoped I’d get to work here someday,” said John. “My goal is to continue to
build on these great programs and raise the leadership up from within towards being the best they can
be for these youth.”
Jennifer Woods joined the JCC as the Director of Court Services and
Program Development, working as the supervisor of probation-based
services and evidenced based programing across the facility. The
prior two years was the county-based Behavior Analyst providing
training and behavior-based support for JCC employees and youth.
In her new role Jennifer plans to not only continue the current
trajectory of therapeutic based intervention for juveniles, but
also form connections that can add to the ever-changing scope of
outside collaboration, teaming and therapeutic options available. “I’m
motivated by seeing humans succeed. Grown, youth, seasoned or
new… all of them. Especially if adversarial variables are involved and
the goal is growth and new skills,” said Jennifer.

MICHIGAN DNR LAND AUCTION
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 2021 Summer Auction
runs Aug. 2 and Sept. 3. There will be 97 surplus properties available
in Alcona, Allegan, Benzie, Berrien, Chippewa, Clare, Genesee, Huron,
Kalkaska, Kent, Lake, Mackinac, Mason, Mecosta, Menominee, Midland,
Newaygo, Roscommon and Saginaw counties. Properties for sale range in
size from under an acre to 120 acres and includes a 0.75 acre lot in Lincoln
Township. In addition to these properties, two structures are being offered:
an old DNR field administration equipment building in Caseville (Huron
County) and the abandoned Big Rapids Railroad Depot in Mecosta County.
Click here to learn more.

August 2021

6

THE MONARCH ACADEMY PROJECT AT THE JCC
The Charles J. Strosacker Foundation has graciously approved a grant request for the Juvenile Care
Center (JCC), in the amount of $100,000, to fund the Monarch Academy Project. The Monarch
Academy hopefully will be the new name for the JCC Day Treatment Program. The project will include
many initiatives to benefit our youth, and our community.
Our at-risk youth will develop plots of land, or “Monarch Stations” to aid Monarch in their migration,
create awareness initiatives, and join a national movement to support Monarch butterfly preservation.
Finally, in cooperation with artist Mark Francisco, youth will construct a 10 ft. tall Monarch sculpture
for youth and visitors at the JCC.
“This is an opportunity to shift the paradigms
for youth in the program, to view themselves
like the Monarch and much like we all are,
a worthwhile work in progress. We hope
to rename the Day Treatment Program,
incorporate our youth in this meaningful
transformation, and provide a sense of pride
for their respective personal transformations.
It is a wonderful service to the community
made possible by the Charles J. Strosacker
Foundation, that youth can be proud of for
many years,” said JCC Director Ryan Griffus.
JCC Director of Court Services and Program
Development, Jennifer Woods, said of the Charles J. Strosacker grant award, “Your generous
contribution will play a huge role in supporting the positive vision we provide in our programming. The
concept behind the Monarch Academy will teach and support at-risk youth, while also giving them a
place of pride to reference upon graduation”.
This gift from the Charles J Strosacker Foundation is certain to enrich the lives of at risk youth, both
present and future. The Foundation recognized an impactful, long-lasting opportunity and generously
paved a way for the project to take form. This highly collaborative effort includes many community
partners such as The Charles J. Strosacker Foundation, Northwood University, Midland Public Schools,
Fisher Family Fields, and Little Forks Conservancy. The project has the support of the Honorable Judge
Dorene S. Allen.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous, such as
chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, and mercury during Hazardous Waste Collection days.
Dates scheduled for 2021 are:
• Tuesday, August 17
• Tuesday, October 26
Appointments are required, click here for more information and to schedule appointments or call the
Midland County Health Department at 989.832.6681. Be prepared to indicate the type and amount
of materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to
drop off materials.
These collections are made possible by a partnership between the City of Midland and the Midland
County Department of Public Health.
August 2021
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VOLUNTEERING WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY & MIDLAND BLOOMS

Habitat for Humanity
On July 28th Midland County Adult Drug Court, MiHope Program, and Mental Health Court
coordinators and participants volunteered with the Habitat for Humanity Neighborhood Revitalization
project in Midland. The mission of Neighborhood Revitalization is to empower residents to revive
their own neighborhoods and to enhance their quality of life and focuses on three main areas: Home
Preservation, Critical Home Repair, and Weatherization.
“We worked hard together as a team and are proud of what we accomplished today and our many
years of volunteerism in the community,” said Jalene Vickey, Drug Court Coordinator. “Earlier this year
we were out at Midland Blooms and look forward to the next opportunity to help.”

Midland Blooms
August 2021
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The new Multi-Generational
Room at Pinecrest Farms is
beautiful! The staff and residents
thank everyone involved in
making this addition possible and
look forward to making many
happy memories here.
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SuperKicker Rodeo
Monday, August 16, 7:00p.m. and
Tuesday, August 17, 7:00 p.m.
Bump “N” Run
Wednesday, August 18, 7:00p.m.
Figure 8/Burnout
Thursday, August 19, 7:30p.m.

Fair Grand Stand Events
Contact the Fair Office at 989-835-7901
for advance tickets.

August 2021

Super Cross
Friday, August 20, 7:00p.m.
Autocross
Saturday, August 21, 7:30p.m.
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MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

JAIL

989-832-6612

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

SHERIFF

989-839-4600

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

HEALTH

989-832-6380

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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