MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
SANFORD LAKE PARK REOPENS

Sanford Lake Park’s gates are open! Park amenities currently available are: playgrounds, walking
trails, modern restrooms and Frisbee Golf. There are plenty of picnic tables available so head on
out and enjoy the park! The north parking lot is closed at this time.
Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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MIDLAND DRUG COURT AWARDED GRANT
The Midland County Adult Drug Court is kicking off national Recovery Month in September by
announcing it has received a $10,000 grant from the Midland Area Community Foundation, disbursed
from the Esther and Carl Gerstacker Education and Public Safety Endowment Fund and the Midland
County Health Initiative Endowment Fund.
The Drug Court operates within the Midland County Circuit Court under Presiding Judge Michael
J. Beale. This year also marks the 10th anniversary of the program; however, a celebration of the
milestone originally planned for September was cancelled because of the pandemic.
“After 10 years in operation, it is so gratifying that we can count on amazing local partners such as the
Midland Area Community Foundation to support our mission of helping individuals who are struggling
and building a stronger community,” said Judge Beale. “We greatly appreciate their generosity as we
look forward to another 10 years—and beyond!”
The Midland Area Community Foundation provides philanthropic leadership to strengthen the
community by fostering collaboration and giving today and in the future. The grant funding will be
allotted under the Foundation’s focus area of “Caring for Our People,” which supports programs that
address human services, social services, poverty, housing, mental or physical health, or public safety.
The Midland Adult Drug Court is one of 135 drug and sobriety court programs across the state, which
boasts a total of 199 problem-solving courts (also including mental health and veterans treatment
courts) that are accessible to all Michigan residents and supported by the Michigan Supreme Court
(MSC).
Justice Elizabeth T. Clement, the MSC liaison to Michigan problem-solving courts, said, “I am so proud
of Judge Beale’s entire team for not only securing this grant to continue their excellent work, but also
for reaching the 10-year milestone of engaging and investing in their community. Their passion and
commitment to the residents of Midland County is incredibly inspiring.”
The Midland County Drug Court began in November 2010, and addresses the needs of nonviolent
felons who are 18 years or older and whose primary drug of choice is opiates or methamphetamine.
However, all offenders meeting eligibility criteria are considered. The program incorporates a team
approach between criminal justice and treatment professionals who work together to provide
supportive services that help guide participants in the recovery process.
Its mission is to enhance public safety and promote personal responsibility by a collaborative judicial
effort, comprehensive case management, and the rehabilitation of individuals with substance use
disorders into law-abiding, healthy, and productive members of society. Since its inception, 69
individuals have graduated from the program.

IMPORTANT DATES
September

October

Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Leukemia and Lymphoma Awareness Month

Cyber Security Awareness Month

National Suicide Prevention Month

Oct 4 - 10 - National Fire Prevention Week

Sept 5 - Scrap Tire Collection

Oct 5 - Child Health Day

Sept 7 - Labor Day (County Offices Closed)

Oct 11 - International Day of the Girl

Sept 8 - FEMA Applications Due

Oct 12 - National Savings Day

Sept 12 - Sanford Palooza Street Fair

Oct 24th - United Nations Day

Sept 13 - National Grandparent’s Day

Oct 29 - World Stroke Day
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COVID-19: LET THE SCIENCE SPEAK AND
PLEASE LISTEN TO IT!
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health
The path to opening up our country is relatively simple: follow Public Health recommendations. Nonpharmaceutical measures, investigating those who test positive and tracing their close contacts are key
measures to control COVID-19. Healthcare leaders are remarkably consistent with these measures to
control COVID-19.
Non-pharmaceutical measures include:
• Socially distance: Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’ length) from other people
• Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass gatherings
• Use face coverings when in public spaces indoors and when unable to maintain social distance
outdoors
• Do not gather in groups
• Staying home when sick
• Covering coughs and sneezes
• Throw used tissues in the trash right after use
• Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the
bathroom, before eating and after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing
-

If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol based sanitizer with at least
60% alcohol

-

Always wash hands with soap and water if hands
are visibly dirty

• Routinely cleaning frequently touched objects and
surfaces using a regular household cleaning wipe or spray
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
We can get this terrible genie back into the bottle if we, as a
community, follow these simple Public Health measures. Dr.
Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, spoke on a webcast on August 5, 2020 “As
long as you have any member of society, any demographic group,
who’s not seriously trying to get to the end game of suppressing
this, it will continue to smolder and smolder and smolder.”

“As long as you have any
member of society, any
demographic group, who’s
not seriously trying to
get to the end game of
suppressing this, it will
continue to smolder and
smolder and smolder.”
Dr. Anthony Fauci

Johns Hopkins’ Center for Health Security issued a 10-point plan to reinitialize America’s virus
response. Number one on the list is non-pharmaceutical interventions, such as use of face coverings in
public spaces indoors and when unable to maintain social distancing outdoors. Large indoor gatherings
and activities that involve singing, shouting and alcohol may have to wait until a vaccine is available
and about 80% of the population has been immunized. Case investigation and contact tracing is
included in the plan.
Continued on next page
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COVID-19: CONTINUED
Case investigation and contact tracing are core public health functions that involve working with
individuals diagnosed with an infectious disease, in this case COVID-19, to identify and provide
support to contacts that may have been exposed to infection. Those diagnosed with COVID-19
are isolated until no longer considered contagious and their close contacts are quarantined for the
incubation period.
At the end of August, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, apparently under pressure
from the White House, modified guidelines to take a softer stance on testing. There was no formal
announcement of this change in guidelines. The previous guidance recommended that all close
contacts of an infected person be tested. The updated guidance says close contacts without symptoms
do not necessarily need a test.
The CDC estimates that 40 percent of those who test positive for COVID-19 have no symptoms but
may be infectious and spread the disease to other people. Public Health experts feel we should be
doing more testing, not less. Case investigation and contact tracing requires testing exposed persons
to halt the spread of COVID-19. Please answer the phone or return the call if contacted by local
public health!

LOSE WEIGHT AND KEEP IT OFF: FREE VIRTUAL DIABETES
PREVENTION PROGRAM FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
MiHIA (Michigan Health Improvement Alliance) is making available Canary Health’s CDC recognized
virtual Diabetes Prevention Program (called Prevent Diabetes) at no cost to anyone who is:
1.

Overweight (BMI>25) or who has had gestational diabetes (and is not currently pregnant); AND

2.

Lives in one of 14 Michigan counties (Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Iosco,
Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola); AND

3.

Is 18 years of age or older

Prevent Diabetes is a yearlong commitment that helps you make lifestyle changes to prevent or delay
type 2 diabetes. The 16 weekly, followed by 8 monthly lessons help you eat healthy without giving
up the foods you like, lose weight and keep it off,
build confidence, and help you manage stress —
with a lot of help along the way.
You will have a personal health coach assigned
to you to get support, ask questions, and
troubleshoot your barriers to reaching your health
goals. Plus, the program comes with many tools for
you to keep, including a scale that automatically
uploads your weight to the program, a food log to
track your food, plus more. Most importantly, you
will be able to live the life you want to live and be
there for your loved ones for years to come.
We know social isolation is tough. We can help keep you, your family, and friends healthy. If you, any
of your family members or friends qualify for the program, live in one of the above-mentioned counties
and want to learn more, please go to https://mihia.canarydpp.com. A limited number of seats are
available.
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1.

You won’t be taking grant money away
from someone else by applying. There
are enough disaster funds to assist every
eligible applicant.

2.

FEMA assistance is provided to eligible
homeowners and renters as grant
funding that does not have to be repaid.
Remember: federal assistance cannot
duplicate insurance or payments from
other sources.

3.

FEMA assistance is nontaxable and will not affect eligibility for Social Security, Medicaid or
other federal or state benefits.

4.

While it’s a smart practice to get multiple cost estimates before hiring a contractor to do work
on your home, you only need to submit one contractor quote or estimate when appealing a
FEMA decision.

5.

The Drop-off Centers are sites where survivors can submit documents to support their FEMA
registration and get information about assistance. There are 2 centers currently open in
Midland and Gladwin, with other centers opening soon. The centers do not offer COVID-19
testing.

6.

If your insurance is delayed by 30 days or more, and you need immediate money to relocate,
FEMA may be able to help with an advance that must be repaid. Contact the FEMA Helpline at
800-621-3362 (TTY 800-462-7585) to find out what you need to do to get this assistance.

7.

If your car had uninsured damage caused by the disaster, you may be eligible for money to
help repair or replace it. Certain requirements apply, but you must register with FEMA first to
determine eligibility.

8.

If you applied for a Small Business Administration (SBA) loan for the COVID disaster, be aware
those loans are separate from loans for the May flooding disaster. You should apply if you are
referred to SBA for the May floods. You may be eligible for loans for both disasters.

9.

Applicants may be eligible for an SBA loan amount increase up to 20 percent of their property’s
physical damage to make their home safer. To learn more, visit http://SBA.gov/disaster or call
571-422-8013, 571-422-6016 or 571-422-0331.

10. If you applied for assistance through a voluntary organization or other federal or state agency,
you are not registered with FEMA. If you aren’t sure, or to apply with FEMA, go online to http://
DisasterAssistance.gov, call 800-621-3362 (TTY 800-462-7585), or download the FEMA App.
Documentation Drop-off Center for individuals impacted by the May floods to drop off documents
needed to complete their assistance application or to get help with registration from an on-site FEMA
representative.
Dow Diamond
825 E Main St
Midland, MI 48640
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sun 9 am to 6 pm
Wednesday: 2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday: Closed

Note: All visitors must wear a mask or facial covering.
September 2020
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Follow this event on Facebook for the latest updates.

NEW WEBSITE OFFERS HELP ON CONTROLLING
WOODY INVASIVE PLANTS
Woody invasive plants, like autumn olive and oriental bittersweet, can
quickly take over your property if they are not controlled. But they are not
always easy to identify.
To help identify invasive species, the Woody Invasives of the Great Lakes
Collaborative developed a new website. The site contains a wealth of
information about how to distinguish woody invasive species from similar
beneficial plants, an interactive map showing how these species are
regulated by Great Lakes jurisdictions, detailed management approaches
and noninvasive woody plant ideas for gardeners and landscape
designers.
Visit the website at www.WoodyInvasives.org to help identify woody
Autumn Olive
invasive plants around your property and to learn how to control them properly,
or visit the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ website to learn more.

DEADLINE APPROACHING TO APPLY FOR
FEDERAL FLOOD ASSISTANCE
Michigan residents and businesses recovering from uninsured losses and damage caused by the May
16-22 flooding have just a week left to register for disaster assistance with FEMA and apply for a U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA) low-interest disaster loan. The deadline to register with FEMA and
apply to the SBA is Tuesday, Sept. 8th.
To register with FEMA, call 1-800-621-3362 from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
visit www.DisasterAssistance.gov or download the FEMA app. To
apply for a low-interest disaster loan, complete an online application
at disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/.
The SBA helps businesses, private nonprofit organizations,
homeowners and renters fund repairs or rebuilding efforts and cover
the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property.

The deadline to
register with FEMA
and apply to the SBA is
Tuesday, Sept. 8th.

ELECTION 2020
August Primary Turnout
• 2.5 million voted in Michigan, 32% of registered voters
• 1.6 million voted absentee or in advance
• 22,802 voted in Midland County, 34% of registered voters
November 3rd - General Election

RECO
R
TURN D
OUT!

• October 19, 2020 Last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the local clerk.
• October 20 through 8:00 p.m. November 3, 2020 In-person registration with local clerk with
proof of residency.
• November 3rd, 8 p.m. Absentee ballots must be received by clerk’s office.
• November 3rd, 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. In person voting.
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RABIES

Deadly And Preventable - What You Need to Know
Rabies is a preventable viral disease of mammals most
transmitted by a rabid animal bite. Most reported cases occur in
wild animals such as raccoons, skunks, bats, and foxes. The virus
infects the central nervous system resulting in disease within the
brain and then death. In people, the symptoms initially include
fever, headache, and general weakness or discomfort. As the
disease progresses, the symptoms become more severe including
insomnia, anxiety, confusion, slight or partial paralysis, excitation,
hallucinations, agitation, increase in saliva, difficulty swallowing,
and fear of water. Typically, death occurs within days after the
onset of these symptoms.
Once a person develops signs of rabies, survival is rare. There
have been fewer than 10 reports of human survival from rabies
disease, and only two of those had no previous treatment for rabies. Rabies disease can be prevented
however, with prompt treatment following possible exposure to the virus.
Who is at risk for exposure to rabies virus?
Any mammal can be infected with rabies virus. Rabies virus is contained in the saliva or brain tissue of
a rabid animal. Rabies is spread when the virus is introduced into a bite wound, open cuts in skin, or
onto mucous membranes such as the eyes, nose, or mouth. If contact with either of these materials
has occurred, the exposure should be evaluated by a healthcare provider to determine if treatment to
prevent rabies is necessary. Most exposures fall under two
categories, bite and non-bite.
Bite Exposure:
Any penetration of the skin by teeth is a bite exposure. Bites
by some animals, such as a bat, can be minor and difficult to
detect. The circumstances under which a bite happened are
important and help to determine if rabies is a concern from
the bite.
Nonbite exposure:
The contamination of open wounds, abrasions, or mucous
membranes are nonbite exposures. Nonbite exposures rarely
cause rabies, but such exposures should be evaluated to determine if rabies treatment is necessary to
prevent rabies infection.
Rabies virus becomes noninfectious when it dries out or is exposed to sunlight. Contact such as petting
or handling an animal, or contact with other body fluids such as blood, urine or feces is not a risk for
rabies exposure. No treatment to prevent rabies is necessary.
How Can I Prevent Being Exposed to Rabies?
Animals: Be a responsible pet owner
• Keep vaccinations up-to-date for all dogs, cats, ferrets, horses, cattle, and sheep. Michigan law
requires that dogs and ferrets must be vaccinated for rabies and it is recommended that all cats
and any domestic livestock in contact with the public be vaccinated if a licensed vaccine exists.
• Vaccination is important for keeping your pet from getting rabies, but it also provides a barrier
of protection for you if a wild animal bites your pet.
September 2020
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RABIES - CONTINUED
• There is no post-exposure treatment available for animals.
As a result, unvaccinated pets and domestic animals that are
exposed to a potential rabies carrier may be required to be
euthanized.
• Do not keep wild animals or exotic animals as pets. Many
wild and exotic species make poor pets. No rabies vaccine
is licensed for use in these species. It is illegal to keep wild
animals as pets, and wild animals may not be kept except by
persons who possess Wildlife Rehabilitation permits.
• Keep your pets under direct supervision so they do not come
in contact with wild animals that may be carrying rabies. If
your pet is bitten by a wild animal, seek veterinary assistance
immediately.
• Call your local animal control agency to remove any stray
animals from your neighborhood. Strays may be unvaccinated
and could be infected with rabies.
• Spay or neuter you pets to help reduce the number of
unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or
regularly vaccinated.
People: Avoid contact with unfamiliar animals
• In Michigan, rabies most commonly occurs in bats, therefore, prevent bats from entering living
quarters or occupied spaces in homes, churches, schools, or other similar settings where they
might come in contact with people and pets.
• In situations where a bat has been in close contact with people, if possible, safely confine the
bat and contact your local health department to determine if it should be tested for rabies or
can be let go.
• Do not approach, handle, feed, or unintentionally attract wild animals with food, open garbage
cans or litter. Tightly cap garbage cans. Feed pets indoors.
• Do not attempt to capture or feed feral cats. Unlike stray domesticated cats, feral cats are born
in the wild and should be treated as wild animals.
• NEVER adopt wild animals or bring them into your house. Do not try to nurse unfamiliar sick
animals to health. Call animal control for assistance in these situations.
• Teach children NEVER to handle unfamiliar animals, wild or domestic, even if they appear
friendly. “Love your own, leave other animals alone” is a good principle for children to learn.
• Seek medical attention if bitten or scratched by a stray or wild animal.
• Animal bites should be reported to the local health department.
• Rabies Post-exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) is highly effective in preventing rabies in people
possibly exposed to a rabid animal, if administered before symptoms develop.
Source: https://www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/0,4579,7-186-76711_78041---,00.html
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HOW THE COUNTIES HAVE CHANGED
Did you know that there are 3,142 different counties
in the U.S. today?
Going as far back as the 1600s, English settlers
arriving in the New World envisioned counties as
a means of accessible government—a county seat
was meant to be within a day’s buggy ride for every
citizen.
While the role of counties in local government has
remained significant in modern times, their boundaries
have changed drastically over the years. Click the
map to see a cool animation of how the counties have
changed from 1629 to today.
Source: https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-us-counties-animated-map/

LAST HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION OF 2020
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous, such as
chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, mercury, and medicines during the last Hazardous Waste Collection day on Thursday,
October 29th.
Appointments are required, click here for more information and to schedule appointments or call the
Midland County Health Department at 989-832-6681. Be prepared to indicate the type and amount
of materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to
drop off materials.

ARE YOU PREPARED?
Midland is no stranger to disasters, but are you really
prepared for the next one? September is National
Preparedness Month, take this time to review your
plan and ensure that you and your family are ready.
See the next two pages for details or go to Ready.
gov for more.
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Preparing Makes Sense. Get Ready Now.
1. Get a Kit of emergency supplies.

Be prepared to improvise and use what you have on hand to make it on your own for at least three days, maybe
longer. While there are many things that might make you more comfortable, think first about fresh water, food
and clean air.
Recommended Supplies to Include in a Basic Kit:














Water one gallon per person per day, for drinking and sanitation
Non-perishable Food at least a three-day supply
Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA
Weather Radio with tone alert and extra batteries for both
Flashlight and extra batteries
First Aid kit
Whistle to signal for help
Filter mask or cotton t-shirt, to help filter the air
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
Manual can opener if kit contains canned food
Plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place
Important Family Documents
Items for unique family needs, such as daily prescription
medications, infant formula or diapers

Consider two kits. In one, put everything you will need to stay where you are and make it on your own. The
other should be a lightweight, smaller version you can take with you if you have to get away.

2. Make a Plan for what you will do in an emergency.

Plan in advance what you will do in an emergency. Be prepared to assess the situation. Use common sense
and whatever you have on hand to take care of yourself and your loved ones.
Develop a Family Emergency Plan. Your family may not be together when disaster strikes, so plan how
you will contact one another and review what you will do in different situations. Consider a plan where
each family member calls, or e-mails, the same friend or relative in the event of an emergency.
It may be easier to make a long-distance phone call than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact
may be in a better position to communicate among separated family members. Be sure each person knows
the phone number and has coins or a prepaid phone card to call the emergency contact. You may have
trouble getting through, or the phone system may be down altogether, but be patient. Depending on your
circumstances and the nature of the attack, the first important decision is whether you stay put or get away.
You should understand and plan for both possibilities. Use common sense and the information you are
learning here to determine if there is immediate danger. Watch television and listen to the radio for
official instructions as they become available.
For more information, visit ready.gov or call 1-800-BE-READY
September 2020
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Preparing Makes Sense. Get Ready Now.
Create a Plan to Shelter-in-Place. There are circumstances when staying put and creating a barrier between
yourself and potentially contaminated air outside, a process known as sheltering-in-place and sealing the room
can be a matter of survival. If you see large amounts of debris in the air, or if local authorities say the
air is badly contaminated, you may want to shelter-in-place and seal the room. Consider precutting
plastic sheeting to seal windows, doors and air vents. Each piece should be several inches larger than
the space you want to cover so that you can duct tape it flat against the wall. Label each piece with the location
of where it fits. Use all available information to assess the situation. Quickly bring your family and pets inside,
lock doors, and close windows, air vents and replace dampers. Immediately turn off air conditioning, forced
air heating systems, exhaust fans and clothes dryers. Take your emergency supplies and go into the room you
have designated. Seal all windows, doors and vents. Understand that sealing the room is a temporary measure
to create a barrier between you and contaminated air. Watch TV, listen to the radio or check the Internet for
instructions from local emergency management officials.
Create a Plan to Get Away. Plan in advance how you will assemble your family and anticipate where you will
go. Choose several destinations in different directions so you have options in an emergency. If you have a
car, keep at least a half tank of gas in it at all times. Become familiar with alternate routes as well as other
means of transportation out of your area. If you do not have a car, plan how you will leave if you have to. Take
your emergency supply kit, unless you have reason to believe it is contaminated and lock the door behind
you. Take pets with you if you are told to evacuate, however, if you are going to a public shelter, keep in mind
they may not be allowed inside. If you believe the air may be contaminated, drive with your windows and vents
closed and keep the air conditioning and heater turned off. Listen to the radio for instructions. Know Emergency
Plans at school and work. Talk to your children’s schools and your employer about emergency plans.
Find out how they will communicate with families during an emergency. If you are an employer, be sure you have
an emergency preparedness plan. Review and practice it with your employees. A community working together
during an emergency also makes sense. Talk to your neighbors about how you can work together.

3. Be Informed about what might happen.

Some of the things you can do to prepare for the unexpected, such as assembling a supply kit and developing a
family emergency plan, are the same for both a natural or manmade emergency. However there are significant
differences among potential terrorist threats, such as biological, chemical, explosive, nuclear and radiological,
which will impact the decisions you make and the actions you take. By beginning a process of learning about
these specific threats, you are preparing yourself to react in an emergency. Go to ready.gov to learn more
about potential terrorist threats and other emergencies or call 1-800-BE-READY (1-800-237-3239) for a free
brochure. Be prepared to adapt this information to your personal circumstances and make every effort to follow
instructions received from authorities on the scene. Also learn about your community’s local emergency plan.
With these simple preparations, you can be ready for the unexpected.

4. Get Involved in preparing your community.

After preparing yourself and your family for possible emergencies, take the next step and get involved in
preparing your community. Learn more about Citizen Corps, which actively involves citizens in making our
communities and our nation safer, stronger and better prepared. We all have a role to play in keeping our
hometowns secure from emergencies of all kinds. Citizen Corps works hard to help people prepare, train and
volunteer in their communities. Go to www.citizencorps.gov for more information and to get involved.
For more information, visit ready.gov or call 1-800-BE-READY
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Scrap Tire Collection for Fall 2020!
Scrap tires create several issues. They are an environmental concern, a
troublesome breeding ground for mosquito larvae and an eyesore.
Midland County Mosquito Control and Midland Recyclers have
joined together to help Midland County residents properly dispose of tires.

Saturday, Sept 5, 2020 8 am to Noon
North Midland Family Center (Mills Township)
2601 E Shearer Road, Midland, MI 48642
1.

You must have an appointment to drop off tires.
Call (989) 832-8677 and be prepared to give the following
information: Name, address and the number of tires you
wish to bring (up to 10).

2.

For Midland County residents only. Picture identification
verifying county address is required at drop off.

3.

Resident’s tires without an appointment will be taken only if
there is room and individuals will have to wait for an open
time in the schedule to unload.

4.

Tires being accepted are: Up to 10 passenger car
size tires without rims.

For information on
Midland County’s Mosquito Control
www.co.midland.mi.us/mosquito or Facebook
(989) 832-NEWS treatment schedule

Unable to
come to the
tire drive for a
small fee tires
can be taken
year-round

Call for appointment
(989) 832-8677

CM Rubber
4602 W Saginaw Road
Coleman, MI 48618
(989) 465-0200
13
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Arbovirus* Activity, Including West Nile Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis:

Weekly Summary, Michigan 2020

Updated: August 25, 2020

*Arboviruses are viruses transmitted by mosquitoes or other insects

13

2

Mosquito pools testing
positive for West Nile
virus infection

1

Human cases of West
Nile virus or other
arboviruses reported

Birds testing positive for
West Nile virus infection

2020 Michigan Arbovirus Surveillance

(click links below to see map** of cases by county)
West Nile virus Positive Mosquito Pools

13

Total Number of Mosquito Pools Tested

298

Total Number of Mosquitoes Tested

4249

Human WNV cases

0

Human California Group virus cases

1

WNV asymptomatic, viremic blood donor

0

Equine/Other Animal WNV cases reported

0

Avian WNV cases reported

2

Human Eastern Equine Encephalitis cases
reported

0

Animal Eastern Equine Encephalitis cases
reported

5

Highlights
• Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) has been
reported in five horses (2 Clare, 2 Montcalm,
and 1 Newaygo).
• For 2020, West Nile Virus (WNV) has been
reported in 2 birds from Lapeer County and
Oakland County, and mosquito pools in Kent,
Lapeer, Oakland, and Saginaw Counties.
• Two human cases of Jamestown Canyon
virus(a California Group virus) have been
reported in residents of Kalamazoo and
Ottawa counties.
• In 2019, Michigan experienced its largest ever
outbreak of EEE. Ten Michigan residents
(1 Barry, 2 Berrien, 1 Calhoun, 2 Cass,
3 Kalamazoo, and 1 Van Buren) were
infected, with 6 fatalities; 50 EEE-positive
animals were also reported.

**data in linked maps may lag behind this report by 1-2 business days.

Animal Cases

Human Cases

No human WNV or other arboviral cases
reported for 2020
County with human WNV or other
arboviral cases in 2020
County with WNV asymptomatic, viremic
blood donor in 2020

WNV infected birds identified
WNV infected mosquitoes identified
No animal/mosquito WNV, EEE, or other
arboviral activity reported for 2020
County with animal/mosquito
WNV activity in 2020
County with animal/mosquito
EEE activity in 2020

For more information
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
Bureau of Epidemiology & Population Health
Emerging & Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (EZID) Section
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Preventing Mosquito Bites and Arboviruses:

Tips for Michigan Residents

The most effective way to avoid arboviruses is to prevent mosquito bites. Be aware of the West Nile
virus and other arbovirus activity in your area and take action to protect yourself and your family.

Use Insect Repellent

Use Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered insect repellents with one of the active
ingredients below. When used as directed, EPA-registered insect repellents are proven safe and
effective, even for pregnant and breastfeeding women.
• DEET
• Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE)
• Picaridin
or para menthane-diol (PMD)
• IR3535
• 2-undecanone
Find the insect repellent that’s right for you by using EPA’s search tool

Tips for Babies & Children

• Always follow instructions when applying insect repellent to children.
• Do not use insect repellent on babies younger than 2 months old.
• Do not apply insect repellent onto a child’s hands, eyes, mouth, and cut or
irritated skin.
• Adults: Spray insect repellent onto your hands and then apply to a child’s face.
• Do not use products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or para-menthanediol (PMD) on children under 3 years old.

Take steps to control mosquitoes inside and outside your home

• Use screens on windows and doors. Repair holes in screens to keep mosquitoes outside.
• Once a week, eliminate potential breeding areas for mosquitoes. Check inside and
outside your home. Mosquitoes lay eggs on or near water:
• Discard old tires, tin cans, ceramic pots or other containers that can hold water
• Repair failed septic systems
• Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers left outdoors
• Keep grass cut short and shrubbery trimmed
• Clean clogged roof gutters, particularly if leaves tend to plug up the drains
• Frequently replace the water in pet bowls
• Flush ornamental fountains and birdbaths periodically; aerate ornamental pools, or
stock them with predatory fish.

For Up-to-Date Information Visit Michigan’s Emerging Diseases Website
www.michigan.gov/westnile
or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Website
www.cdc.gov/westnile
2020 Michigan Arbovirus Surveillance Report
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MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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