MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
CARL AND ESTHER GERSTACKER POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS
OF THE YEAR

Left to Right is Sheriff Deputy and School Resource Officer Jodye Streeter, City Police Officer
Tyler Hollingsworth, Edenville Township Firefighter Richard Ripke and City of Midland Fire
Department Administrative Assistant Julianne Seibert.

Jodye Streeter, Midland County Sheriff’s Office was honored during the Carl and Esther Gerstacker
Police and Firefighters of the Year ceremony on October 20th. This award is given annually to
outstanding officers who are nominated by their peers for exemplifying excellence in the line duty
and off the job. Also recognized were Midland Police Officer Tyler Hollingsworth; Edenville Township
Firefighter Richard Ripke; and Midland Fire Department Administrative Assistant Julianne (Juli) Seibert.
Congratulations and thank you for your service!

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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Rob Maxwell
Interim Administrator
Pinecrest Farms

This Halloween we invited family and friends to join in an
impromptu Costume Parade around the outside of the building.
Coming up quickly is the annual Sharing Tree, now under the
direction of the Salvation Army. Each resident has completed a gift
request form. That information has gone to the Salvation Army who
will use it to create the Gift Tags that go on trees all around our
community. We will pick up the gifts in December and distribute
them to all the residents.
Salon services will resume next week. The stylist will have one resident at a time in the salon, and must
follow sanitizing practices after each person.
Another exciting piece of news, all the required permits for our new Multi-Generational space are
in hand and we expect activity on that project to begin quickly. This will be a wonderful addition to
Pinecrest and our services. The residents will enjoy watching the construction as much as they will
enjoy the space once completed.
We are pleased to announce that therapy services have started with Diamond Therapy Management
Group providing both physical and occupational therapy. Jeff is our physical therapist, and Tim is our
occupational therapist. Both have begun working with residents to improve strength, conditioning,
mobility, ambulation, and safe transfer strategies.
With the change in weather we recently began offering Indoor Visitation and were looking forward to
seeing you all again. Unfortunately, we received direction from the State of Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services which states Midland County is at the highest County Risk Level – E so
Residential Care Facilities in Midland County are not allowed indoor visitation.
A bit of good news. As we review, follow, and adhere to the latest evidence and best practices of
Covid-19, we are delighted to return to communal dining.

IMPORTANT DATES
November

December

National Alzheimer’s Disease Month

Dec. 7 - Pearl Harbor Day

National Adoption Month

Dec .5-6 - Zonta Homewalk Holiday Festival

Nov 1 - Daylight Savings Time Ends

Dec. 12 - Gingerbread House Day

Nov 3 - Election Day

Dec. 21 - Winter Solstice

Nov 11 - Veterans Day

Dec. 10 -18 - Hanukkah

Nov 13 - World Kindness Day

Dec. 24-25 -County offices closed for

Nov 19 - Great American Smokeout

Christmas Holiday

Nov 26-27 - Thanksgiving Holidays, County Offices Closed

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - County offices closed for
New Year’s holiday
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INCREASED RISK OF COVID-19
IN THE AUTUMN & WINTER

From the Desk Of
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health

I fear we may have a long, dark, cold and lonely winter ahead. Back in the summer, Dr. Anthony
Fauci advised that as we approached the fall and winter, the U.S would need to keep daily cases of
COVID-19 below 10,000 nationwide in order to gain control of the pandemic, and prevent another
catastrophic surge in the number of deaths nationwide. Regrettably, we’ve seen a rise in cases,
hospitalizations, and deaths throughout MI and the U.S. in the past month. The national seven-day
average of daily new cases reached an all-time high of 76,590 during the last week of October. (Johns
Hopkins University Data)
We can change this trajectory by taking responsibility and taking action to adhere to Public Health
measures that have been demonstrated to control spread of COVID-19. These measures include
social distancing, wearing masks in public spaces indoors and outdoors when social distancing cannot
be maintained, frequent handwashing/sanitizing hands, sanitizing high touch surfaces and covering
coughs and sneezes. These measures mean no large crowds or gatherings. These actions protect our
community and are the path to freedom by allowing society to stay as open as possible during the
pandemic.
Outdoors is safer than indoors; spending more time indoors also increases the risk of infection. When
we are outside, released viral particles are likely to be carried away by wind currents.
The colder and drier air of autumn and winter is a recipe for increasing spread of the virus. These
environmental factors affect both the infection spread from droplet transmission (mucous droplets
from breathing, talking, singing, shouting, coughing and sneezing) that may travel further in dryer
conditions, as well as reduced effectiveness of respiratory mucus to combat viruses such as SARSCoV-2 (COVID-19 virus).
Research on other viruses such as the flu has shown that we are more likely to develop infections when
the relative humidity declines from about 40-60%, typical of warmer weather, to about 20%. A climate
modeling study looking at 50 international cities found SARS-CoV-2 is more stable and remains on
certain receptors in our airways as the relative humidity drops and stays at 20%. (JAMA)
So what can we do indoors to reduce the risk of infection indoors? Wear a mask, limit the number of
people we are exposed to and our exposure time to others and optimize ventilation and filtration to
reduce the risk of COVID-19.
Reference: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html

VOTE NOVEMBER 3RD!
The League of Women Voters of the Midland Area has published
their online voter guide at VOTE411.org where you can find
candidate information and a list of all the races on your ballot.
Click on a race for information on the candidates, including
their responses to questions. All information is provided by the
candidate directly, with no editing.
For more information on voting and your polling location go to: https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/.
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2020 CENSUS

From the desk of:
Chloe Updegraff MPH, Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub Coordinator
The 2020 Census wrapped up on October 15th with good results locally and
throughout the State of Michigan. Successes of the Michigan Nonprofits Count
Campaign and Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub included:
• Michigan ranked 3rd-best in the nation for the largest gain in statewide
response from the 2010 census
• Michigan was the first state to exceed its 2010 self-response rate
• Michigan finished in 8th place for Census self-response (final self-response was 71.3%,
compared to the national self-response of 67%). Self-response data gives us the best quality
data as it’s provided by an individual or household themselves (rather than collected by a Census
worker or collected by proxy).
• Midland County finished at 79.3% self-response, exceeding the 2010 self-response of 75.9%
The Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub’s efforts in partnership with local nonprofits, schools, ISDs,
colleges, local governments, and businesses was a successful model in community engagement, and I
am so proud of the positive work that was accomplished in the midst of a pandemic and catastrophic
flooding. This has been an extremely difficult year, and yet this community’s ability to come together
toward a big goal was not hindered. Our success locally will be felt for the next 10 years in funding for
vital community programs as well as political voice in both Lansing and Washington DC.
Thank you for doing your part to #BeCounted!
Contact Chloe with any questions at CUpdegraff@greatlakesbay.org.

MIDLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT FLU CLINICS
The Midland County Health Department encourages everyone to get a flu shot and has two clinics
remaining. Inside service is preferred but drive-thru service is available. To utilize the drive-thru option
please fill out the flu form and the COVID-19 Screener and bring both with you to the clinic. Please
let the staff know if you were not able to access
the form online and they will come to your car
and complete the form for you. There will be a 2
Times
person limit for people in the vehicles.
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM for the vulnerable and
The Health Department is prepared to vaccinate
elderly population
anyone 6 months of age or older. Available options
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM open to EVERYONE
are: Flumist, High dose flu, and regular seasonal
flu.
Please bring your insurance card. Vaccinations are
available with no “out of pocket cost” if you have
no insurance card, or if we are not able to bill your
insurance.
Flu shots are also available by appointment in the
Immunization Clinic, please call (989) 832-6665 to
schedule.
November 2020

Locations/Dates

HOLIDAY INN CONFERENCE CENTER, 810
CINEMA DRIVE
Tuesday November 3
HOMER TWP. FIRE DEPT. 222 S HOMER RD
Wednesday November 18
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#GISDAY2020
November 18th is GIS Day, when GIS professionals around the world get to
share their passion for geographic information systems and inspire others
to use and learn about the technology. Midland County’s GIS Department
continues to expand the use of the technology throughout County
government. GIS was, and continues to be, a crucial tool with the 2020 flood.
Mosquito Control, Equalization, 911/Dispatch, Treasurer, House Numbering,
Drain, and other departments all utilize GIS daily. The most familiar GIS
application in Midland County is the County’s public interactive web map – FetchGIS – which has
parcel and tax data, imagery, and other useful datasets. For more information
on how Midland County is innovating through the application of GIS, visit
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/GIS.aspx. The County GIS page has some good
information and links, and also has a link to a web map that allows users to view
and compare aerial imagery from before, during, and after the 2020 flood.
Go. Explore. Have Fun!
Following on Twitter: @gisday
#GISDay2020

REMINDER: FREE VIRTUAL DIABETES PREVENTION PROGRAM
Lose Weight and Keep It Off - Free Virtual Diabetes Prevention Program for
Those Who Qualify – limited number of spaces available
MiHIA (Michigan Health Improvement Alliance) is making available Canary
Health’s CDC recognized virtual Diabetes Prevention Program (called Prevent
Diabetes) at no cost to anyone who is:
1.

Overweight (BMI>25) or who has had gestational diabetes (and is not
currently pregnant); AND

2.

Lives in one of 14 Michigan counties (Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Iosco,
Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola); AND

3.

Is 18 years of age or older

Please refer to the information about this free program at https://mihia.canarydpp.com/ or on page
4 of the September County Newsletter.

MIDLAND AREA FARMERS MARKET
The Midland Area Farmers Market, located at Dow Diamond, is open 9 a.m.12 noon on Saturdays only Nov. 7, 14, and 21. The market is a great place to
get all of your fresh vegetables, fruit, baked goods, meat, cheese, eggs, plants
and flowers. Enjoy breakfast or lunch provided by one of the many food
trucks on-site. The Farmers Market is operated by the Midland Business
Alliance.
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MIDLAND COUNTY DRUG COURT - A VIEW OF SUCCESS
Midland County’s Drug Court is an intense, closely supervised program helping those challenged
by drug abuse to get the treatment and support they need. Drug Court is geared toward addressing
the needs of non-violent adult felons with substance abuse disorders and specifically target Midland
County residents over 18 years of age. The Drug Court will focus attention to those individuals whom
active addiction is the primary concern.
Drug Court can have a huge impact on individuals such as Carole E. who shares her story below. Carole
was accepted into the Drug Court program in March of 2020 and is currently in Phase 2 of a 4-phase
program with her anticipated graduation of September 2021. Carole has always shown commitment
to her requirements and the passion for recovery. She hit the ground running and has done very well
acclimating back into our community since successfully competing inpatient treatment in May 2020.

I would like to share my journey into becoming a person grateful to be in long
term recovery from active addiction. There was a time in my life if you had
told me I would end up losing everything from my home to people in my life
that loved and cared about me to drug addiction I would of told you that could
never happen to me. Once I got to the point that I could no longer function
without some type of substance in my system there was no stopping the train
wreck that was happening. I knew it was going to take something drastic to
happen before I could make a change in my life, I had become completely
powerless. I ended up hurting not only myself, but people that I truly love and
cared about.
When I woke up sitting in a jail cell, I actually felt safe, and grateful to have
made it there alive For the first time in years I put together 100 days without
any substances. It was then that I met Jalene Vickey from the Midland County
Drug Court, and I knew instantly she would show me the way to recovery
that I needed so desperately. I accepted the offer to enter the program the
Drug Court team offered me and was immediately sent to The Women’s New
Hope House in Sault Ste Marie for an inpatient program. Once I got home, I
immediately followed suggestions from the Drug Court team to get involved
with the Midland Recovery Center where I met some very amazing people
on the same journey as I am. It was through the recovery center, an amazing
sponsor, and best of friends I found Peer 360 Recovery Alliance. My journey
with Peer 360 is best described as a family of like-minded people that support
each other to find a new way to live.
My journey with the Midland County Drug Court has helped me to become
the person I lost for so long to addiction. The Drug Court team is absolutely
amazing at helping people get back on their feet, and allow their participants
to feel truly cared about, supported in our journey, and most important we are
never judged, or shamed. I have never once been made to feel like the “felon”
that I am not, but someone that committed a felony while in active addiction.
I am a person grateful to be in recovery today, and I can be proud of myself
for the hard work I have put into this program. With all of the help of my new
friendships, family, and the support of the Drug Court Program, the Midland
Recovery Center, and Peer 360 Recovery Alliance.

At Arrest

With Jalene Vickery

Carole Today

Carole
November 2020
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VIRTUAL HEART ATTACK AND STROKE PREVENTION PROGRAM FOR
PEOPLE WITH HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE
The YMCA is accepting referrals for a virtual Heart Attack and Stroke
Prevention Program. This opportunity is for people diagnosed with
hypertension and without a history of lymphedema, atrial fibrillation
(a-fib) or a cardiac event in the past 12 months. Interested individuals
may attend an information session to learn the program and get enrolled, see below for details. Classes
begin on Wednesday, November 18, 2020. This program is offered at no cost thanks to a grant from
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.
For any immediate questions, please email Jennifer Nicodemus, Director of Health Innovations, State
Alliance of Michigan YMCAs at jnicodemus@michiganymca.org or call 734-660-0443.

DO YOUR
HEART
GOOD
Heart Attack and Stroke
Prevention Program
INFORMATION SESSION
The YMCA is recruiting adults with diagnosed
high blood pressure who are interested in
lowering their risk of a heart attack or stroke.
The Heart Attack and Stroke Prevention Program
is a discussion-based program consisting of 8 one-hour classes, and focuses on
improving heart health by monitoring blood pressure and making small changes
to nutrition, physical activity and stress management. Classes are held every
other Wednesday from12pm to 1pm beginning November 18th.
To learn more about this program sign up for the free information session:
• Wednesday, November 4th OR Wednesday, November 11th from 12-1pm
• CLICK HERE TO REGISTER or https://MiYMCA.regfox.com/hasp-info-session
• Contact Jen Nicodemus with any questions: jnicodemus@michiganymca.org
or 734-660-0443
This 16-week program is offered at no cost thanks to a grant
from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.
November 2020
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SHOP SAFE, SHOP SMART THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
With the holiday shopping season almost upon us the impact of COVID-19 is sure to push more
shopping online. Use these tips from PC Mag to safely and securely buy those Baby Yoda’s!
Use Familiar Websites

Start at a trusted site. If you know the site type it in directly. Search results can be rigged to lead
you astray, especially when you drift past the first few pages of links. Beware of misspellings or
sites using a different top-level domain (.net instead of .com, for example.
Look for the Lock

Never buy anything online using your credit card from a site that doesn’t have
SSL (secure sockets layer) encryption installed. Be sure the URL for the site
starts with HTTPS—instead of just HTTP. Look for the lock icon near the URL
in the address bar or the status bar down below
Don’t Overshare

No online shopping e-tailer needs your Social Security number or your birthday to do business.
Give as little information as possible as major sites get breached all the time.
Create Strong Passwords

Use strong and unique passwords especially when banking and shopping online. Even your perfect
password isn’t perfect though, the smarter move: use a password manager to create uncrackable
passwords for you. All you need to remember is one strong password to the password manager
and it remembers the rest.
Check Statements Regularly

Don’t wait for your statements to come at the end of the month. Regularly, view electronic
statements for your credit card, debit card, and checking accounts. Look for any fraudulent
charges, even originating from payment sites like PayPal and Venmo. Sign up for alerts for
transactions to notify you quickly when your card has been used. Follow-up right away with a call
to your bank or card holder if anything looks off.
Continued on next page
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SHOP SAFE, SHOP SMART - CONTINUED
Inoculate Your Computer

Protect your computer against malware with regular updates to your antivirus program. Better yet,
install a security suite, which will have antivirus software, and also will fight spam, phishing emails,
and phishing attacks from websites. Remember, it’s not enough to have it installed. Keep your
security suite and operating system up to date to be protected against the latest scams.
Avoid Shopping in Public

If you’re shopping via a public hotspot, stick to known networks, even if they’re free, like those
found at Starbucks or Barnes & Noble stores and consider using a virtual private network (VPN) to
be safe. For more, read Tips for Public Wi-Fi Hotspot Security.
Be cautious of the low tech scammer who may watch you enter your card information over your
shoulder. Sit in the back, facing the door. Use sites that you trust that already have your credit card
stored, Better yet: stay home when online shopping.
Think Mobile

Paying for items using your smartphone is actually
more secure than using your credit card. Using a
mobile payment app like Apple Pay generates a onetime-use authentication code for the purchase that
no one else could ever steal and use. Plus, you’re
avoiding card skimmers. How does that matter if
you’re online shopping? Many phone apps will now
accept payment using Apple Pay and Google Pay. You
just need your fingerprint, face, or passcode to make it
happen instantly.
Shopping on a mobile app is also as secure as using your computer. Use use apps provided directly
by the retailers, like Amazon and Target to find what you want and then make the purchase
directly, without going to the store or the website.
Check the Seller

If you’re wary of a site, dig for more information. The
Better Business Bureau has an online directory and a
scam tracker. Yelp and Google are full of retailer reviews
but online reviews can be gamed. If you see nothing
but positive feedback and can’t tell if the writers are
legitimate customers, follow your instincts.
If nothing else, make absolutely sure you’ve got a concrete
address and a working phone number for the seller. Give
them a call them before you order so you can clarify their
return policy and where to go with any issues after the
purchase.
Source: https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/14-tips-for-safe-online-shopping
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LIKE IT OR NOT WINTER WEATHER IS COMING
BE PREPARED!

With the arrival of winter weather, the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland
Security Division (MSP/EMHSD) is encouraging Michiganders to make winter emergency preparedness
a priority.
Severe winter weather poses health and safety concerns with extremely cold temperatures, freezing
pipes, potential propane shortages and power outages. With a little planning and preparing,
Michiganders can be ready before the next winter incident occurs. A prepared Michigan is a resilient
Michigan.
Take the time now to prepare your home, family and vehicles for winter weather. See the next five
pages for tips and learn more at the resources below.
Resources:
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/0,8237,7-375-89492_89713---,00.html
https://www.ready.gov/winter-weather
November 2020
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How to Prepare for a Winter Storm
Winter storms can cause power outages that last for days. They can make roads and walkways extremely
dangerous and also negatively affect critical community services including public transportation, childcare,
and health programs. Injuries and deaths may occur from exposure, dangerous road conditions, carbon
monoxide poisoning, and other winter storm conditions. Be better prepared this winter, and learn more
at ready.gov/prepare.

Now/Prepare

During/Survive After/Be Safe

Sign up for local alerts and warnings.

Stay indoors and off the roads. If
you must drive, keep emergency
supplies in your car.

Create and test emergency
communication plan(s).
Stock emergency supplies, and
install battery-powered or battery
backed-up carbon monoxide
detectors and smoke detectors.

Close off rooms to consolidate and
retain heat.

Winterize your home. Visit this page
to help you prepare.

Bring pets into a warm place and
out of the storm or severe cold.

Review your property insurance, and
safeguard critical documents.

Never use a generator, camp stove,
charcoal grill, or gasoline or
propane heater indoors, as these
items can start accidental fires,
cause electric shock, and/or cause
deadly carbon monoxide poisoning.

Get trained on specific needs your
family may have. Also, consider
joining your local Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT).
Identify a place nearby where you
can safely warm up should you lose
heat in your home.

Dress in layers, and use blankets to
stay warm.

Only drive if necessary. Remove
snow and ice from your tailpipe
before starting your car, and
check regularly if idling. Clean
all snow and ice from your car
before driving.
Dress in warm clothing, stay
dry, prevent prolonged exposure
to cold and wind, and avoid
overexertion clearing/shoveling
snow. Overexertion can lead to
a medical emergency.
Monitor local news and alerts for
emergency information and
instructions.

Never heat a home with a cooktop
or oven.
Limit your time outdoors, and stay dry.

For more
resources about winter storm risk,
visit
ready.gov/prepare
https:/
/www.michigan.gov/miready/
November
2020
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Now/Prepare for a Winter Storm

EMERGENCY
SUPPLIES
You may not be at home when the
storm starts, so it is important to
have basic supplies of food and
water as well as a way to stay warm
without power in several locations
such as your workplace, vehicle,
and/or school. You can build your
supplies over time by adding a few
items each week or month. Gather,
in advance, the necessary supplies
and items you will need to stay safe
after the winter storm passes. For a
complete list of emergency
supplies, visit www.ready.gov/kit.
Check these supplies off of your
Winter Storm Preparedness
Checklist once you add them to
your emergency kit, which appears
at the end of this document.

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION
Make sure you have everything you
will need to get in touch with your
family either through cellular phones
or email.

MEDICAL NEEDS
Be equipped to tend to any current or
unexpected medical conditions your
family members may have. Ask your
doctor about storing prescription
medication such as at least a threedays’ supply of heart and blood
pressure medication, insulin for
diabetics, and other prescription
drugs such as inhalers for those with
asthma. Include battery backup
power for power-dependent mobility
devices, oxygen, and other assistive
technology needs.

CRITICAL DOCUMENTS

TOOLS AND SAFETY ITEMS

WARM CLOTHING & BLANKETS

Small items like matches,
flashlights, a multi-tool, pocket
knife, and a whistle (to signal for
help) can make a huge difference
for your family while weathering
a storm.

Warm clothes and blankets can help
prevent hypothermia. Do not forget
warm, waterproof, and protective
footwear as well as gloves.

FOOD/SUPPLIES
Have at least a three-days’ supply
of non-perishable food and water
for your family. Remember to
store anything specific to your
family’s needs.

Ask yourself, “What would I need
for myself and my family if a winter
storm struck?” and “What would I
or my family require if we did not
have access to a grocery store or
pharmacy for at least three days?”
Add any of these specific items to
your Winter Storm Preparedness
Checklist.

Place any important documents in a
sealed, waterproof container to keep
them dry and easily accessible.

For more
resources about winter storm risk,
visit
ready.gov/prepare
https:/
/www.michigan.gov/miready/
November
2020
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Now/Prepare for a Winter Storm

BUILDING AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT FOR YOUR CAR
Road conditions during winter storms can be extremely dangerous. When storms are predicted, plan
to stay off of the roads. However, even when the road conditions are good, preparing and
maintaining your vehicle for cold weather will help keep your car dependable and reduce the
chances of being stuck on the road in cold weather. Once you pack your emergency supply kit for
your car, check off the items in your Winter Storm Preparedness Checklist.

WINTERIZE YOUR VEHICLE
During the fall, before winter
weather sets in, make sure you
or a mechanic completes a
winter weather check on your
vehicle by ensuring that the
following car components are
safely working:

•

Antifreeze levels

•

Heater and defroster

•

Battery and ignition system

•

•

Brakes

Lights and flashing hazard
lights

•

Exhaust system (carbon
monoxide is odorless and can
be fatal)

•

Oil

•

Thermostat

•

Windshield wiper equipment

•

Good winter tires

•

Fuel and air filters

For more
resources about winter storm risk,
visit
ready.gov/prepare
https:/
/www.michigan.gov/miready/
November
2020
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Now/Prepare for a Winter Storm

ACTIONS THAT REDUCE PROPERTY DAMAGE & PROVIDE PROTECTION

WINTERIZE YOUR HOME
by insulating walls and attics,
caulking and weather-stripping
doors and windows, and installing
storm windows or covering windows
with plastic.

INSULATE WATER PIPES.

a house or neighboring structure.
Keep pathways and driveways clear
between storms to avoid buildup
of snow piles and icing.

INSTALL BATTERY-OPERATED
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS

Also, allow faucets to drip or trickle
during unusually cold weather or if
the power and heat are out to avoid
freezing. When water freezes, it
expands, and this can cause water
pipes to burst. Know how to shut off
water valves if a pipe bursts.

or electric detectors with battery
backups in central locations on
every level of your home. This
will provide an early warning of
accumulating carbon monoxide,
which is a colorless, odorless,
tasteless, and potentially
deadly gas.

CLEAR RAIN GUTTERS,

HIRE A CONTRACTOR

repair roof leaks, check your roof to
make sure it can handle the extra
weight of the snow and ice, and cut
away tree branches that could fall on

to check the structural ability of
your roof to sustain unusually
heavy weight from the
accumulation of snow and/or ice.

KEEP FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
ON HAND
and make sure everyone in your home
knows how to use them. If your smoke
alarms get power from your home’s
electrical system (hardwired), make
sure the backup battery is replaced at
least once a year, so your alarms will
work during a power outage.

MAINTAIN HEATING EQUIPMENT
and chimneys by having them
cleaned and inspected every year by
a qualified professional.
Renters, either check with your
landlord or property manager to ensure
that they have taken care of these
necessary building improvements
or find out your responsibilities
with respect to these actions.

INSURANCE
Insurance claims are an important part of recovering from storm damage. Review your homeowners, renters, or
business insurance policies to ensure you have appropriate coverage for your property and personal belongings.
Photograph and inventory your property to assist with post-disaster claims.

FLOOD INSURANCE
Most property insurance policies do not cover flood losses, so you will need to purchase separate flood insurance if
your property is at risk for flooding due to snowmelt. Talk to your insurance agent about buying flood insurance.
Flood insurance is available for homeowners, renters, and business owners through the National Flood Insurance
Program in participating communities. Keep in mind that a policy purchased today will take 30 days to go into effect,
so act now. Learn how to protect yourself financially from flood damage by visiting FloodSmart.gov.

PETS
Don’t forget to make a plan for your pet too! To learn more tips, go to ready.gov/animals.

For more
resources about winter storm risk,
visit
ready.gov/prepare
https:/
/www.michigan.gov/miready/
November
2020
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WINTER STORM PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST
The right time to prepare for a winter storm is now. This checklist will help get you started. Make sure to include your entire
family in the preparation, and discuss your emergency plan with them. Then, post this checklist in an easily accessible location
so it is always close by. Every family is different, so when you fill this out, be sure to consider your family’s specific needs.

BEFORE A WINTER STORM
Stock your emergency kit for
sheltering with:

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION

Waterproof, portable container for
important documents
_____________________________________

TOOLS & SAFETY ITEMS

Important contact information for
family, school, work, doctors, etc.,
including phone numbers and

Flashlight

email addresses

Matches or lighter in waterproof

Cellular phone, extra battery, and
chargers for electrical equipment
AM/FM radio/NOAA weather
radio (extra batteries)
_____________________________________

MEDICAL NEEDS
Medications, plans for
refrigeration for at least one week,
and copies of prescriptions
Extra eyeglasses/contact lens
Medical equipment/assistive
technology and backup batteries
First aid kit
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Multi-tool
container
Local Map
Fire Extinguisher

Photo ID (e.g., driver’s license,
passport)

Blankets or sleeping bags
(sleeping bags should be labeled
for low temperatures)
Snow gear including gloves
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

CAR EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT

Shovel

First aid kit

_____________________________________

Jumper cables

_____________________________________

Flares

FOOD/SUPPLIES
At least a three-day supply of nonperishable food; if possible, stock

Whistle
Water, snacks
Full tank of gas

for a week or more for sheltering

Flashlight

At least a three-day supply of
water (1 gal per person per day), if
possible stock for a week or more
for sheltering

Tow rope

Pet food, supplies, and extra water
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

HYGIENE & SANITATION
Soap/disinfectant/sanitizer

Medical records

Paper towels/moist towelettes

Financial information (e.g., bank
account or credit card
information)

Toilet paper

Property records (e.g., insurance
policies, deed, or lease)

Sturdy shoes

Cellular phone charger

Cash and credit cards
Personal records (e.g., birth
certificates, marriage certificates)

Extra warm clothes

Bag of sand or cat litter

Infant formula and diapers

CRITICAL DOCUMENTS

PROTECTIVE GEAR & CLOTHING

Bleach
Toothbrush and toothpaste
_____________________________________

For more
resources about winter storm risk,
visit
ready.gov/prepare
https:/
/www.michigan.gov/miready/
November
2020

Boots, mittens, warm clothes
Blanket
Shovel
Ice scraper, snow brush
Snow traction mats and bags of
sand or cat litter (cat litter helps
with the tire traction)
Tire chains or snow tires
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

COMFORT & PRICELESS ITEMS
Items like: books, puzzles, favorite
stuffed toy, photo albums, valuables
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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Be Food Safe and Ready for Emergencies
Join Us Online For Our Free Online Workshops!
Select Fridays from 12 pm to 12:30 pm EDT

MSU Extension
educators help you
prepare for emergencies.

Join us online via Zoom
using your laptop, tablet,
smartphone or any
Aug. 21, 2020

What to Do After a Flood

Sept. 11, 2020

Climate and Weather Smart Farming Practices

Sept. 18, 2020

Power Outages

Oct. 16, 2020
Nov. 6, 2020
Nov. 20, 2020
Dec. 4, 2020
Dec. 18, 2020
Jan. 8, 2021
Jan. 22, 2021
Feb. 5, 2021
Feb. 19, 2021
March 5, 2021

Emergency Response for Accidents Involving Livestock
Severe Weather Events
Preparing Financially for Disaster
Emergency Preparedness Making An Emergency Kit
Preparing for Emergencies When Traveling
Sanitizing Disinfecting
Being Mindful in Emergencies
Emergency Preparedness for Seniors
Preparing Youth for Emergencies
Handling Stress During a Farm Emergency

For more information and to register for these free workshops visit
https://events.anr.msu.edu/EmergencyPreparednessFS20/
To join by phone. Call in advance to register at 877-643-9882.
Contact Karen Fifield, at fifield@msu.edu with questions.
Photo Credits: Image by My pictures are CC0. When doing composings: from Pixabay

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to
all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.

Zonta Homewalk Holiday Festival

LUNAFEST Midland 2020
Hosted By the Zonta Club of Midland
December 5th

Short Films By and About Women. Rated Equal™
This unique film festival highlights women as leaders
in society, illustrated through seven short films by
women filmmakers. The films range from animation
to fictional drama, and cover topics such as women’s
health, body image, relationships, cultural diversity and
breaking barriers.
Watch safely from home! These compelling films will
make you laugh, tug at your heartstrings and motivate
you to make a difference in your community. Incredibly
diverse in style and content, LUNAFEST® is united by
a common thread of exceptional storytelling - by, for
and about women. The total run time about 96 minutes and parents with children under 13 are strongly
cautioned. Not just for women! Come on guys and
enjoy the films and be part of the discussion.
Purchase your tickets and the Vimeo link and password will be mailed to you on December 4th. The films
will be available to watch on December 5th.

CLUB OF
MIDLAND

Join the film discussion group on Sunday December
6th at 4 pm - see the website for details!

Homewalk Holiday Auction - December 6th
The festival continues with the Online Homewalk Holiday Auction featuring great experiences, gifts
and decorations to make your holiday season extra special.
Bidding opens November 27th and closes December 6th at 7 pm.
Brought to you by LUNA and the Zonta Club of Midland. Funds raised support local scholarships,
service grants for area non-profits and worldwide programs through Zonta International.
More on LUNAFEST at LUNAFEST.org
Tickets Available on the Zonta Website:

ZontaClubofMidland.org/homewalk2020.html

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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