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On December 7, the National Park Service (NPS) and the United States Navy will host the 79th
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day commemoration to honor the 2,390 American lives lost
during the attack on Pearl Harbor and the island of O`ahu on December 7, 1941.
The ceremony will begin at 7:50 a.m. (12:50 p.m. EST) at Pearl Harbor National Memorial’s
Contemplation Circle. A very small number of veterans and speakers will be in attendance at the site,
with most of the ceremony taking place virtually. Admiral John Aquilino, Commander U.S. Pacific Fleet,
will deliver the keynote.
A moment of silence will be observed at 7:55 a.m., the exact moment the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor began. A U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer will render pass-in-review honors to the USS
Arizona and all World War II veterans. A missing man flyover will follow.
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PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY - CONTINUED
Highlights of the ceremony will also include music by the Navy’s Pacific Fleet Band, a Hawaiian
blessing, wreath presentations, a rifle salute by the U.S. Marine Corps, a vintage aircraft flyover, and
echo taps in recognition of the men and women who survived the attack and those who made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country.
“The National Park Service is proud to be a steward of the USS Arizona, USS Oklahoma and USS Utah
memorials,” said Scott Burch, acting superintendent of Pearl Harbor National Memorial. “America’s
obligation to honor its veterans has been a sacrosanct pillar of our society, and we encourage everyone
to join us virtually for this important ceremony remembering the military personnel and civilians who
sacrificed so much for their country.”
The event’s theme, Above and Beyond the Call, represents a milestone
of its own, as the first December 7 commemoration to follow the
nationwide commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the end of
WWII. This year’s ceremony will focus on Battlefield O`ahu. Though
the Japanese Empire focused on the destruction of the Pacific Fleet in
Pearl Harbor, the attack encompassed the entire island with assaults
on Army and Marine aviation bases as well as civilian facilities.
The experiences of the soldiers, Marines, Coast Guardsmen and sailors
defending O`ahu, as well as the civilians caught in the crossfire, would
exemplify courage under fire and perseverance. Their spirit at the
beginning of the long crucible of war would frame the template for the
securing of victory and peace.
“The veterans and civilians caught in the crossfire of the opening battle
of the Pacific War will always be an inspiration to the fighting men and
women of today,” said Rear Adm. Robert Chadwick, Commander, Navy
Region Hawaii. “We are inspired by their courage under fire and we
look forward to honoring them and remembering their legacy.”
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The entire event will be live-streamed on Pearl Harbor National Memorial’s Facebook page and at
www.pearlharborevents.com in partnership with Defense Media Activity.

IMPORTANT DATES
December

January

Dec .5-6 - Zonta Homewalk Holiday Festival

National Blood Donor Month

Dec. 12 - Gingerbread House Day

Jan 9 - National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Dec. 7 - Pearl Harbor Day

Jan. 11 - Human Trafficking Awareness Day

Dec. 21 - Winter Solstice

Jan 15 - National Bagel Day

Dec. 10 -18 - Hanukkah

Jan. 16 - National Religious Freedom Day

Dec. 24-25 -County offices closed for

Jan 18. - National Michigan Day

Christmas Holiday

Jan. 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observance-

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - County offices closed for

County offices closed

New Year’s holiday

Jan 28 - National Plan for Vacation Day
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COVID-19 VACCINE SAFETY
From the Desk Of
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health
Safety is a top priority for the COVID-19 vaccines. The US vaccine safety system is in place to
ensure all vaccines are as safe as possible. Development of a new vaccine involves clinical trials,
conducted according to the rigorous standards set forth by Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Vaccines typically require years of research and testing before reaching the clinic, but because of
the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the health and welfare of people worldwide, there has
been unprecedented research and collaboration. Scientists are racing to produce a safe and effective
COVID-19 vaccine. Various steps of vaccine development are being carried out simultaneously, such as
manufacture of vaccine while clinical trials are in progress. The manufacture of vaccine that may never
be used is being facilitated by government support.
Operation Warp Speed (OWS) is the US Government’s broad strategy to accelerate development,
manufacturing and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics, known
collectively as COVID-19 countermeasures. OWS is a partnership among components of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), including the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the Biomedical Advanced Research
and Development Authority (BARDA), and the Department of Defense (DoD). The vaccine goal is to
produce and deliver 300 million doses of safe and effective vaccines with the initial doses available as
early as December 2020.
Work began in January with the deciphering of the SARS-CoV2 (virus that causes COVID-19) genome.
The first vaccine safety trials in humans started in March. As of November 23, 2020, 13 have reached
the final stages of testing and Pfizer has applied to the FDA for an Early Use Authorization (EUA).
Moderna is expected to apply
for a COVID-19 EUA any day
and AstraZeneca recently
shared promising clinical trial
results. Another 55 vaccines
are being tested in clinical trials
on humans, and at least 87
preclinical vaccines are under
investigation in animals.
If the FDA determines that a
vaccine meets its safety and
effectiveness standards, it can
make these vaccines available
for use in the United States by
an emergency use authorization
(EUA). All safety steps of vaccine
development are being followed
in the COVID-19 Vaccine
Continued on next page
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COVID-19 VACCINE SAFETY CONTINUED
development process. After FDA grants a vaccine EUA, the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) will review available data before making vaccine recommendations to CDC.
COVID-19 Vaccine distribution will be prioritized by risk groups, beginning with healthcare personnel
on the front lines of patient care and residents of long-term facilities. Other priority groups include
essential workers, adults with chronic medical conditions and
adults age 65 and older. COVID-19 Vaccine for the general
population may be available as early as the second quarter of
2021.
The COVID-19 Vaccine causes an immune response in the body,
and that response can lead to flu-like symptoms such as body
aches, headaches, and fever. The coronavirus vaccine may make
you feel poorly for a day or two, but this is a sign that the vaccine
is working and your body is responding to the vaccine. COVID-19
vaccines do not give you COVID-19, they teach your immune
system to recognize and fight the virus. The early vaccines will
require two doses of the same vaccine as the first dose to work. The second dose is needed in 21
days or 28 days, depending upon the vaccine. Some vaccines in development only require one dose of
vaccine.
After a vaccine is authorized or approved for use, many vaccine safety-monitoring systems watch for
adverse events (possible side effects). This continued monitoring is to ensure adverse events not seen
in clinical trials are identified. If an unexpected adverse event is seen, experts quickly study it further
to assess whether it is a true safety concern. Experts then decide whether changes are needed in
U.S. vaccine recommendations. This monitoring is critical to help ensure that the benefits continue to
outweigh the risks for people who receive vaccines.
For more information, see Facts about COVID-19 Vaccines from the CDC.

MIDLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT FLU CLINICS
The Midland County Health Department encourages everyone to get a flu shot and has one clinic
remaining. Inside service is preferred but drive-thru service is available. To utilize the drive-thru option
please fill out the flu form and the COVID-19 Screener and bring both with you to the clinic. Please
let the staff know if you were not able to access the form online and they will come to your car and
complete the form for you. There will be a 2 person limit
for people in the vehicles.
The Health Department is prepared to vaccinate anyone
6 months of age or older. Available options are: Flumist,
High dose flu, and regular seasonal flu.
Please bring your insurance card. Vaccinations are
available with no “out of pocket cost” if you have no
insurance card, or if we are not able to bill your insurance.
Flu shots are also available by appointment in the
Immunization Clinic, please call (989) 832-6665 to
schedule.
Decenber 2020

Flu Clinic
HOLIDAY INN CONFERENCE CENTER
810 CINEMA DRIVE
Wednesday December 2nd
11 am - 6 pm

4

Rob Maxwell
Interim Administrator
Pinecrest Farms

All of us here at Pinecrest can be thankful for a number of things this season:
× Throughout the pandemic, Pinecrest has remained COVID free!
× We served a traditional Turkey Dinner again this year with pumpkin pies
courtesy of the Gleaners, who have provided them for many years.
× We have been able to resume meals in the dining room, with residents
maintaining the proscribed six-foot distancing. We have already seen a
great improvement in resident morale with this long-anticipated return to
a more social setting.
× Along with communal dining, we’ve also been able to reopen the salon
and everyone looks so stylish. Susan will continue to provide this
important service.
× Another great addition has been the collaboration with Therapy
Management providing physical and occupational therapy services to our
residents. Tim and Jeff are here throughout the week, working with many
of our residents
× There is much excitement about our new Activity Director Riley
Moeggenberg, who began at Pinecrest on October 20 and hit the ground
running. During the recent warm spell, she fired up the Golf Cart and took
residents for rides around the property. Continue to watch our Facebook
page for more exciting resident activities.
× High on the list for many of our residents is seeing the construction begin
on our new 1900 square foot Multigenerational Space. Located off
the dining room and west wing, this space will allow for much greater
flexibility for group activities. This project also includes a 380 square
foot addition to our existing dining room. The foundations have been
poured and it’s fun to visualize the new space that will open sometime
next spring.

Riley

× Back in September, all residents were assisted in completing a gift
request for the annual Sharing Tree. To make an even more wonderful
Christmas this year, a local family has provided additional gifts for each
of our residents. Plans are underway for a special Christmas celebration
for the residents.
Of course, none of this would be possible without the continued support of our
families and friends. May the bright blessings of the holiday season warm your
hearts and lives.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL?
More of your money will be kept local
Spend $100 at locally owned businesses and
$68 will stay in the community. Spend that same
$100 at a national chain and only $43 stays in the
community.
You create local jobs
Local businesses are better at creating higherpaying jobs for your neighbors. When you
shop locally, you help create jobs for teachers,
firemen, police officers, and many other essential
professions.
You help the environment
Conserve energy and resources in the form of
less fuel for transportation and less packaging by
buying local.
You conserve your tax dollars
Shopping in a local business district means less
infrastructure, less maintenance, and more
money available to beautify your community.
Also, spending locally instead of online ensures
that your sales taxes are reinvested where they
belong— in your community!

You nurture community
Local business owners know you, and you know
them. Studies have shown that local businesses
donate to community causes at more than twice
the rate of chains.
You create more choice
Locally owned businesses pick the items and
products they sell based on what they know you
like and want. Local businesses carry a wider array
of unique products because they buy for their
own individual markets.
You take advantage of their expertise
You are their friends and neighbors, and locally
owned businesses have a vested interest in
knowing how to serve you. They are passionate
about what they do, take advantage of it.
You invest in entrepreneurship
Nurturing local business ensures a strong
community. Creativity and entrepreneurship are
what the American economy is founded upon.

Source: https://www.independentwestand.org/what-happens-when-you-shop-local/
Decenber 2020
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TOP 10 ONLINE SHOPPING CYBERSECURITY TIPS
It’s Holiday Season for the bad guys too! But not the way you might
think. They go into scam-overdrive mode. Online shopping has surged
during the pandemic and is expected to increase through the end of the
year. So, here are this year’s Top 10 Online Shopping Cybersecurity Tips:
1.

Keep all devices up to date with basic security measures to lessen
your chance of becoming the victim.

2.

Only connect to known Wi-Fi networks; beware of network
names that have typos or extra characters.

3.

Use strong, unique passwords on all accounts. This is a good time to update passwords!

4.

Be safe on all social media; don’t overshare and take the time to review your privacy settings on
the platforms you use.

5.

Keep an eye on your bank accounts and monitor your credit report regularly.

6.

Be careful with messages regarding shipping changes. Always use official channels to stay
updated.

7.

Watch out for holiday greeting cards that may not be the sender you think! Don’t open these
unless you’re certain you can trust who they came from.

8.

Keep devices in view (or know where they are) throughout the course of all holiday travel.

9.

Pay close attention to the websites you visit and shop on. It’s safest to only use those you trust.

10. Be wary of ads, giveaways, and contests that seem too good to be true. These run rampant
during the holiday season!
Source:KnowBe4.com

BROADBAND SURVEY FROM MIDLAND COUNTY
YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED!
The Midland County Broadband Committee is seeking your input! The
committee is comprised of community leaders from various sectors
with a common mission of enhancing and expanding broadband access,
adoption and use throughout the county for the benefit of local residents
and businesses,
Please take the short survey to help the committee understand the
current state of our broadband environment, your responses can help plan for future improvements.
Read the Fact Sheet for more information on the survey.

Take the Survey

Decenber 2020
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Santa Claus has returned to the Santa House in Downtown
Midland with some changes due to COVID-19. “The Santa House
is an inclusive place where any child can come share a free visit
with Santa Claus,” said Sharon Mortensen, President and CEO
of the Midland Area Community Foundation. “Although we’re
forgoing the traditional Santa Arrival and Courthouse Lighting,
we’re excited to offer two options for households to have
Santa House experiences in 2020. We’ll be offering a sociallydistanced, in-person option, as well as a virtual option via Zoom.”
The Santa House, located at the corner of M-20 and Main Street,
is a holiday staple in the Midland community. The present
house was built in 1987, with assistance from the Midland
Area Community Foundation (MACF) and generous donors. It
continues to operate annually, thanks to the donation of time
from volunteers and to endowed funds held at MACF that
support the yearly operation of the house.
Here are safety precautions being taken for in-person Santa
visits:
• Reservations are required to be made in advance,
allowing for contact tracing. Time slots are limited. New
appointment times are released each Monday.
• Drop-in visits to the Santa House will not be permitted.
• COVID-19 screening for all households and volunteers
will occur prior to entry to the Santa House.
• Masks will be required by all Santa House volunteers
and visitors, with the exception of children under the
age of two.
• A protective barrier, equipped with a ventilation
system, will be between Santa Claus and households to
facilitate a contactless experience.
• The Santa House will be disinfected thoroughly
between visits.
• For those who would prefer a digital Santa experience,
video conferencing time slots will be available through
Zoom.
Additional information can be found on the Santa House
Facebook page at facebook.com/santahousemidland.
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Volunteers Needed!
As in past years, volunteers will
be called upon to facilitate visits
with Santa by stepping into the
role of, “elf.” Volunteers who
would like to help assist with
in-person Santa excursions will
be surrounded by all the wonders
of the Santa House for threehour timeslots. Volunteers who
wish to administer Zoom calls on
behalf of Santa will be helping
bring Christmas joy for one-anda-half-hour increments.
Those seeking to volunteer
and help offer the Santa
House experience can visit
midlandfoundation.org/
santahouse or call 989-839-9661
to sign up for a time slot.

Click Here to Volunteer
or Schedule Your Visit
With Santa
8

Winter - The Time of Celebrations
The dark of winter may seem to be a time of rest, hibernation, and quiet but people
around the world take this as a time of celebration. Many winter holidays include parties
and celebrations focused on fun while others are filled with solemn tradition. Midland
County is home to people with roots from around the world and their own family
traditions. Learning and understanding each others traditions can bring us closer together.

Diwali – November 14th

This five-day Hindu festival is an official holiday in India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar,
among others. The festival is also referred to as the “festival of lights” and celebrates
both the attainment of nirvana by Mahavira (an Indian Sage), as well as a Death
Anniversary of Swami Dayanand (Hindu religious leader).
The word “Diwali” is a contraction of a word translating to “row of lamps,” as the
holiday involves the lighting of small clay lamps to symbolize the victory of good over
evil. Firecrackers are burst and, during the festival, all those celebrating wear new
clothes and share sweets with family and friends.

St. Nicholas Day – December 6th

A popular December holiday in many European countries, St.
Nicholas Day, celebrates St. Nicholas of Myra, the man whose life
inspired the tradition of Santa Claus and Father Christmas. He gave
all of his money to the needy and was known for his compassion for
children and all those in need. The holiday honors the man on the
anniversary of his death, December 6, 343 A.D. Many celebrate with
parades, feasts, gift giving, and festivals.

St. Lucia Day – December 13th

To honor this third-century saint on December 13th, many girls in Sweden
dress up as “Lucia brides” in long white gowns with red sashes, and a
wreath of burning candles on their heads. They wake up their families by
singing songs and bringing them coffee and twisted saffron buns called
“Lucia cats.”

Hanukkah – December 10-18

Hanukkah, or Chanukah, is an eight-day Jewish celebration that commemorates the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem following the Maccabean Revolt. Those
who took part in the re-dedication witnessed what they believed
to be a miracle. Even though there was only enough untainted oil
to keep the menorah’s candles burning for a single day, the flames
continued to burn for eight nights.
Also known as the Festival of Lights, Hanukkah begins on the 25th of
Kislev on the Hebrew calendar which can vary from late November
to late December on the Gregorian calendar. Celebrations revolve
around lighting the menorah. On each of the holiday’s eight nights,
another candle is added to the menorah after sundown. The ninth

Decenber 2020

9

candle, called the shamash (“helper”), is used to light the others. Typically, blessings
are recited and traditional Hanukkah foods such as potato pancakes (latkes) and jamfilled donuts (sufganiyot) are fried in oil. Other Hanukkah customs include playing with
dreidels to win chocolate coins, nuts, or raisins and exchanging gifts.

Las Posadas - Dec 16-24

With its origins in Spain, Las Posadas is a nine-day celebration that is now primarily
celebrated in Mexico, Guatemala, and parts of the Southwestern United States. The
roots of this holiday are in Catholicism but several different branches of Christian
Latinos follow the tradition. During the celebration, a procession moves from house to
house with a candle inside a paper lampshade, stopping at each home to sign and pray.
Eventually, the procession ends at a home or church, and the celebration continues
with caroling, feasting, and pinata breaking!

Winter Solstice – December 21st

The Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year in the northern hemisphere, occurs
between December 20th and 23rd .People all over the world participate in festivals
and celebrations. Long ago, people celebrated by lighting bonfires and candles to coax
back the sun.
On the longest night of the year, Iranians all over the world celebrate the triumph
of Mithra, the Sun God, over darkness in the ancient festival of Shab-e Yalda (which
translates to “Night of Birth”). According to tradition, people gather together on
the longest night of year to protect each other from evil, burning fires to light their
way through the darkness and performing charitable acts. Friends and family join in
making wishes, feasting on nuts, pomegranates and other
festive foods and reading poetry, especially the work of the
14th-century Persian poet Hafiz. Some stay awake all night to
rejoice in the moment when the sun rises, banishing evil and
announcing the arrival of goodness.
The Chinese celebration of the winter solstice, Dong Zhi
(which means “Winter Arrives”) welcomes the return of
longer days and the corresponding increase in positive energy
in the year to come. Though not an official holiday it remains
an occasion for families to join together to celebrate the year
that has passed and share good wishes for the year to come.
For the Zuni, one of the Native American Pueblo peoples in western New Mexico, the
winter solstice signifies the beginning of the year, and is marked with a ceremonial
dance called Shalako. After fasting, prayer and observing the rising and setting of
the sun for several days before the solstice, the Pekwin, or “Sun Priest” traditionally
announces the exact moment of itiwanna, the rebirth of the sun, with a long, mournful
call. With that signal, the rejoicing and dancing begin, as 12 kachina clowns in elaborate
masks dance along with the Shalako themselves—12-foot-high effigies with bird
heads, seen as messengers from the gods. After four days of dancing, new dancers are
chosen for the following year, and the yearly cycle begins again.
In Japan, the winter solstice is less a festival than a traditional practice centered
around starting the new year with health and good luck. It’s a particularly sacred time
of the year for farmers, who welcome the return of a sun that will nurture their crops
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after the long, cold winter. People light bonfires to encourage the sun’s return; huge
bonfires burn on Mount Fuji each December 22. A widespread practice during the
winter solstice is to take warm baths scented with yuzu, a citrus fruit, which is said to
ward off colds and foster good health.

Christmas – December 25th

Celebrated all around the world, Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The
word “Christmas” literally means “Christ’s Mass,” and is a feast central to the Christian
liturgical year. One of the most widely known December holidays, Christmas traditions
vary around the world. While Americans celebrate with Christmas trees, visits from
Santa Claus, and dreams of snowy landscapes, Christmas falls during Australia’s
summer, where it is popular to go camping or to the beach over the holiday.
In some parts of Europe, “star singers” go caroling—singing special Christmas songs—
as they walk behind a huge star on a pole. In England, Christmas traditions are similar
to those in the United States, but instead of leaving milk and
cookies for Santa Claus, children leave mince pies and brandy
for Father Christmas. The Christmas festivities in Ireland tend
to be more religious in nature rather than being about gifts.
Christmas celebrations last from Christmas Eve until January 6
(Epiphany).
In Iceland, capital city Reykjavik turns into a winter wonderland
with its Christmas market and for the children, there is not one
but thirteen Santas, known as Yule Lads. One arrives each night
in the thirteen days before Christmas, leaving small gifts in
shoes left in windowsills.
The Christmas Eve festivities in the Ukraine are known as Sviata Vechera, which means
“Holy Supper.” The celebration begins when the first evening star is sighted in the
night sky. In farming communities, the household head brings in a sheaf of wheat,
which symbolizes the wheat crops of Ukraine. It is called “didukh,” which translates
to “grandfather spirit.” In homes within the city, a few stalks of wheat may be used to
decorate the table.

Kwanzaa – December 26 – January 1

This is a week-long holiday celebrated in communities in the United States and
Canada, as well as in the Western African Diaspora to honor African heritage in AfricanAmerican culture. There are seven core principles that are celebrated during Kwanzaa,
including unity, self-determination, collective work and responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity, and faith.
The name Kwanzaa comes from the phrase “matunda ya kwanza” which
means “first fruits” in Swahili. Each family celebrates Kwanzaa in its own
way, but celebrations often include songs and dances, African drums,
storytelling, poetry reading, and a large traditional meal. On each of the
seven nights, families gather and a child lights one of the candles on
the Kinara, then one of the seven principles, values of African culture, is
discussed. An African feast, called a Karamu, is held on December 31.
Kwanzaa was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966 after the Watts riots in Los
Angeles. He founded US, a cultural organization, and started to research African “first
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fruit” (harvest) celebrations. From there, he combined aspects of several different
harvest celebrations to form the basis of Kwanzaa.

Boxing Day – December 26th

Boxing Day originated in the United Kingdom during the Middle Ages and is only
celebrated in a few countries. It was the day when the alms box, collection boxes for
the poor often kept in churches, were opened and their content distributed, a tradition
that still happens in some areas. It was also the day servants were traditionally given
the day off to celebrate Christmas with their families.
Boxing Day has now become a public holiday in the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand, among other countries where it’s often a major shopping
day. In England, soccer matches and horse races often take place on Boxing Day. The
Irish refer to the holiday as St. Stephen’s Day, and they have their own tradition called
hunting the wren, in which boys fasten a fake wren to a pole and parade it through
town. The Bahamas celebrate Boxing Day with a street parade and festival called
Junkanoo.

New Year – December 31-January 1

In Ecuador, families dress a straw man in old clothes on December 31. The straw man
represents the old year. The family members make a will for the straw man that lists
all of their faults. At midnight, they burn the straw man, in hopes that their faults will
disappear with him.
In Japan, Omisoka (or New Year’s Eve) is the second most important holiday of the
year, following New Year’s Day, the start of a new beginning. Japanese families gather
for a late dinner around 11 PM with a bowl of toshikoshi-soba or toshikoshi-udon, a
tradition based on eating the long noodles to cross over
from one year to the next. At midnight, many make visits
to a shrine or temple. In many homes and shrines, there
is a cast bell that is struck once for each of the 108 earthly
desires believed to cause human suffering.
In Spain, it is customary to eat 12 grapes – one at each
stroke of the clock at midnight on New Year’s Eve. Each
grape represents good luck for one month of the coming
year. In bigger cities like Madrid and Barcelona, people gather in main squares to eat
their grapes together and pass around bottles of cava.
In hopes of a travel-filled new year, residents of Colombia carry empty suitcases
around the block.
Residents of Denmark greet the New Year by throwing old plates and glasses against
the doors of family and friends to banish bad spirits. They also stand on chairs and
jump off of them together at midnight to “leap” into January in hopes of good luck.
In Finland, people predict the coming year by casting molten tin into a container of
water, then interpreting the shape the metal takes after hardening. A heart or ring
means a wedding, while a ship predicts travel and a pig declares there will be plenty of
food.
To drive off evil spirits for a fresh New Year’s start, it is tradition to burn effigies
(muñecos) of well-known people such as television characters and political figures in
Panama. The effigies are meant to represent the old year.
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During Scotland’s New Year’s Eve celebration of Hogmanay, “first-footing” is practiced
across the country. The first person who crosses a threshold of a home in the New
Year should carry a gift for luck. Scots also hold bonfire ceremonies where people
parade while swinging giant fireballs on poles, supposedly symbols of the sun, to
purify the coming year.
You’ll find round shapes all over the Philippines on New Year’s Eve as representatives
of coins to symbolize prosperity in the coming year. Many families display piles of fruit
on their dining tables and some eat exactly 12 round fruits (grapes being the most
common) at midnight. Many also wear polka dots for luck.
In Brazil, as well as other Central and South America countries like Ecuador, Bolivia,
and Venezuela, it is thought to be lucky to wear special underwear on New Year’s Eve.
The most popular colors are red, thought to bring love in the New Year, and yellow,
thought to bring money.
An onion is traditionally hung on the front door of homes on New Year’s Even in
Greece as a symbol of rebirth in the New Year. On New Year’s Day, parents wake their
children by tapping them on the head with the onion.

Three Kings Day - January 6th

At the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas comes a day called the Epiphany, or Three
Kings Day. This holiday is celebrated as the day the three wise men first saw baby Jesus
and brought him gifts. On this day in Spain, many children get their Christmas presents.
In Puerto Rico, before children go to sleep on January 5th, they leave a box with hay
under their beds so the kings will leave good presents. In France, a delicious King cake
is baked with a coin, jewel, or little toy hidden inside.

Chinese New Year - February 12

To celebrate the Chinese New Year children dress in new clothes and
people carry lanterns and join in a huge parade led by a silk dragon, the
Chinese symbol of strength. According to legend, the dragon hibernates
most of the year, so people throw firecrackers to keep the dragon
awake.

Sources:
https://www.learningliftoff.com/9-winter-holidays-around-the-world/
https://worldstrides.com/blog/2015/12/december-holidays-around-the-world/
https://www.unitedplanet.org/blog/2013/01/03/from-christmas-to-diwali-winter-holidays-around-the-world
https://worldstrides.com/blog/2016/12/9-new-years-traditions-cultures-around-world/
https://www.history.com/news/8-winter-solstice-celebrations-around-the-world
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Midland County Broadband Initiative

WHO is involved?
The Midland County Broadband Committee is comprised of community leaders from various
sectors with a common mission of enhancing and expanding broadband access, adoption and
use throughout the county for the benefit of local residents and businesses. To that end, the
Committee has partnered with Connected Nation Michigan and their “Connected Community”
program to assess the present state of broadband in Midland County and establish a
broadband planning process and action plan to address current and future broadband needs.

WHAT is being done?
To perform an assessment of Midland County’s current broadband environment, the
Committee will be conducting surveys of local residents, businesses and other organizations
across the county. Responses to these surveys will help us better understand the existing
resources and capabilities we now have to support the access, adoption and use of broadband
technology in our homes and businesses. After a structured evaluation of this assessment,
we’ll then develop appropriate action plans and projects to improve our broadband
environment most effectively.

WHEN will this take place?
Our Community Broadband Assessment and related surveys will be launched in late October
and continue through the end of 2020. Results from this survey work will be shared with the
Committee at that time, followed by additional work to develop a county-wide Action Plan to
address identified areas of need.

HOW can you help?
Your participation in taking the appropriate broadband survey and overall support of our
efforts are very important in developing an accurate assessment of broadband availability and
related needs in Midland County. To take the survey as a resident, a business owner or a
designated representative of another community organization, please go to:
https://www.myconnectedcommunity.org/midland-county/ and select the appropriate
option.
Please share this information with your neighbors, peers and others and encourage them to
take our survey!

Be Food Safe and Ready for Emergencies
Join Us Online For Our Free Online Workshops!
Select Fridays from 12 pm to 12:30 pm EDT

MSU Extension
educators help you
prepare for emergencies.

Join us online via Zoom
using your laptop, tablet,
smartphone or any
Aug. 21, 2020

What to Do After a Flood

Sept. 11, 2020

Climate and Weather Smart Farming Practices

Sept. 18, 2020

Power Outages

Oct. 16, 2020
Nov. 6, 2020
Nov. 20, 2020
Dec. 4, 2020
Dec. 18, 2020
Jan. 8, 2021
Jan. 22, 2021
Feb. 5, 2021
Feb. 19, 2021
March 5, 2021

Emergency Response for Accidents Involving Livestock
Severe Weather Events
Preparing Financially for Disaster
Emergency Preparedness Making An Emergency Kit
Preparing for Emergencies When Traveling
Sanitizing Disinfecting
Being Mindful in Emergencies
Emergency Preparedness for Seniors
Preparing Youth for Emergencies
Handling Stress During a Farm Emergency

For more information and to register for these free workshops visit
https://events.anr.msu.edu/EmergencyPreparednessFS20/
To join by phone. Call in advance to register at 877-643-9882.
Contact Karen Fifield, at fifield@msu.edu with questions.
Photo Credits: Image by My pictures are CC0. When doing composings: from Pixabay

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to
all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.

Zonta Homewalk Holiday Festival

LUNAFEST Midland 2020
Hosted By the Zonta Club of Midland
December 5th

Short Films By and About Women. Rated Equal™
This unique film festival highlights women as leaders
in society, illustrated through seven short films by
women filmmakers. The films range from animation
to fictional drama, and cover topics such as women’s
health, body image, relationships, cultural diversity and
breaking barriers.
Watch safely from home! These compelling films will
make you laugh, tug at your heartstrings and motivate
you to make a difference in your community. Incredibly
diverse in style and content, LUNAFEST® is united by
a common thread of exceptional storytelling - by, for
and about women. The total run time about 96 minutes and parents with children under 13 are strongly
cautioned. Not just for women! Come on guys and
enjoy the films and be part of the discussion.
Purchase your tickets and the Vimeo link and password will be mailed to you on December 4th. The films
will be available to watch on December 5th.

CLUB OF
MIDLAND

Join the film discussion group on Sunday December
6th at 4 pm - see the website for details!

Homewalk Holiday Auction - December 6th
The festival continues with the Online Homewalk Holiday Auction featuring great experiences, gifts
and decorations to make your holiday season extra special.
Bidding opens November 27th and closes December 6th at 7 pm.
Brought to you by LUNA and the Zonta Club of Midland. Funds raised support local scholarships,
service grants for area non-profits and worldwide programs through Zonta International.
More on LUNAFEST at LUNAFEST.org
Tickets Available on the Zonta Website:

ZontaClubofMidland.org/homewalk2020.html

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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