DID YOU KNOW?
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Public Service Recognition Week is time
set aside to honor the men and women
who serve our nation as federal, state,
county, and local government employees.
Midland County is one of the largest
employers in our county with more than
400 employees. It takes a lot of people to
provide the huge variety of services we
offer to residents and visitors.
Here are some details about the Midland
County workforce:
Full- and part-time ̶ 323
Seasonal employees ̶ 78
On-call employees - 17
Bargained-for groups ̶ 7
Elected officials – 18
Judges ̶ 4
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METH LABS COST MIDLAND COUNTY
We’ve heard the horror stories ̶ poor health, lost lives, broken families ̶ but
what about the cost of home-based methamphetamine labs on the surrounding
community?
Meth labs can go unnoticed for years causing serious health hazards to the
neighborhood. Generating toxic waste and poisonous vapors, the production
process is dangerous enough, but meth labs can also breed drug trade-associated
crime, put children at risk, and seriously injure both producers and users.
Health Department Environmental Health Professional Nancy Atwood, M.S.,
says the procedural costs to a community in condemning and prosecuting meth
lab cases is huge, too. Law enforcement costs mount first as the lab is discovered
and closed down; arrests made. Then the Health Department gets involved,
posting the house as condemned and notifying property owners of the violations
and proceedings.
While the property owner is responsible for the cleaning and testing of the
property, the Health Department monitors the process until a testing company
certifies the property “clean,” and that process can be lengthy. In 2015, 12
methamphetamine labs were discovered in Midland County and today only seven
of those condemnation cases have been resolved. Cases not resolved are
forwarded to the County Prosecutor’s Office for review and possible charges.
Read more about the community impact of meth labs.

OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEES EARN RECOGNITION
IMPORTANT DATES
May 1-7 Public Service
Recognition Week
May 5 – National Day of Prayer;
Cinco de Mayo
May 6-12 National Nurses Week

Eight Midland County employees were recognized at the Board of Commissioners
meeting on April 19 for their consistently exemplary work. They include (pictured
below) Paul Bass (Facilities Management), Tina Oliver (Health), Kevin Beeson
(Facilities Manager), Chris Cantrell (Geographic Information Systems), Mechelle
Wittbrodt (Circuit Court – Family Division), and Grant Rames (Equalization). Also
named but not pictured are Joe Blewett (Pinecrest Farms) and Nancy Krouse
(Board of Commissioners).

May 6 – National Nurses Day
May 8 – Mother’s Day
May 13 – Friday the 13th (only one
in 2016)
May 21 – Armed Forces Day;
Mason’s Charity Pike Tournament
May 23 – 8-hour ServSafe class
May 28 – Top Bass Tournament
Trail
May 29 – Coleman Veterans
Memorial Concert
May 30 – Memorial Day (offices
closed)

Have you thanked a County
employee today?
June - MSU Ext. Dairy Month
June 7 – MSU Ext. Jams & Jellies
class 5:30-7:30 pm
June 14 – Flag Day
June 19 – Father’s Day; Sanford
Lake Triathlon
June 20 – Summer begins
June 22 – Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
June 29-July 2 National Mosquito
Control Awareness Week

Recipients of the Employee Appreciation Awards are nominated by coworkers for
going “above and beyond” in performing their job duities, and their dedication is
noted by residents and valued by fellow employees, says Board of Commissioners
chair Mark Bone. “It’s rewarding to have employees who will go that extra mile in
serving residents and working with other employees and departments. It makes the
whole County more efficient. We congratulate them all and extend our thanks for
their hard work.”
IN MEMORIAM
Ronald Beech, former Midland County Commissioner and
friend to many in Midland County, passed away on April 15,
2016. Born in Barrie, Ontario, Ron graduated from Michigan
State University in 1950 and served as MSU Cooperative
Extension Agent and Director from 1970 until 1985.
Generous with his time and talents, Ron served as a County
Commissioner 1987-1990, 1994-1996, and 1999-2002
representing District 6 when there were nine districts. He
also belonged to many civic groups, including Masons,
Rotarians, Kiwanians, YMCA International and Detroit.

MIDLAND 911 JOINS STATE EMERGENCY RADIO
NETWORK
Reliable, clear communication in the field is absolutely essential to public
safety where immediate communications can save lives. First responders
rely on radio systems for daily emergency response as well as managing
critical incidents like flooding and wildfires.
State officials recently celebrated the 20-year development of the radio
system called the Michigan Public Safety Communications
System. Midland County recently joined this network of 245 radio towers and 74,500 radios which serves local,
state, federal, tribal and private public service agencies. Over the years, Motorola Solutions, Inc. and the State have
fine-tuned the system, and today it serves as a model for other states.
Administrator/Controller and Central Dispatch Authority Board Chair Bridgette Gransden credits Midland County
911 Director Lisa Hall with leading the county¹s effort to implement the installation and upgrade of
all emergency communication radios used by government throughout Midland County to the new system. “She
understands the community’s needs, the workings of the state system, and the available resources.”
Read the full April 12, 2016 Midland Daily News story by Kelly Dame online.

MOSQUITO CONTROL MILLAGE UP FOR RENEWAL
Midland County residents will go to the polls on Aug. 2 to vote on a millage
renewal for mosquito control after the Midland County Board of
Commissioners gave its unanimous approval last month.
If voters approve the millage, Mosquito Control will be able to levy up to
0.50 mill (50 cents per $1,000 of taxable valuation) from 2017 through 2020.
If levied in its entirety, the millage would raise an estimated $1,787,072 in the
first year. The county has levied 0.42 mill for Mosquito Control since 2008.
Historically, Midland County residents have overwhelmingly approved the
mosquito millage, showing their distaste for the pesky creatures that have
been known to carry a number of diseases dangerous to horses and humans.
In 2012, the millage passed with 73 percent of the vote; 2008 saw 66.37
percent vote in favor and 88 percent voted for the millage in 2004.
Read the full April 20, 2016 Midland Daily News story by John Kennett online.

RAIL TRAIL REPAIRS MADE EASIER
With the purchase of a new infrared asphalt repair machine, Midland County Parks
and Recreation hopes to be better equipped to rid the Pere Marquette Rail Trail of
winter frost-related crack damage.
Funding for the equipment ($8,900) was donated by the Friends of Pere Marquette
Rail Trail.

HEALTHIER LIVING FOR PINECREST
RESIDENTS
Some health concerns facing the older population at Pinecrest
Farms, such as heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and obesity can
be impacted by sticking to a healthy diet.
After consulting with dieticians from Saginaw Valley State
University, Pinecrest recently made changes to offer healthier
food choices to residents. Here’s how they did it:
● Fat – switching to a lower fat ground beef
● Sodium – switching to lower sodium alternatives to
breakfast sausage and replacing processed cheese products
with real cheese
● Sugar – switching all canned fruit products to fruit packed in juice and eliminating instant drink mixes in favor of
fruit juice
● Handling ease – replacing fresh citrus fruits with water-packed orange and grapefruit sections

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK IS MAY 6-12
Did You Know…
Midland County has several nurses on staff:
Health Department - 11 Registered Nurses (RNs); 2
Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs or Nurse Practitioners)
Pinecrest – 1 Registered Nurse (RN); 6 Licensed Practical
Nurses (LPNs)

ServSafe® 8-hour Class
May 23, 2016 (9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
Midland County Services Building, 3rd floor
220 W. Ellsworth
Earn Food Protection Manager Certification
This class is part of the national ServSafe® certification
program - classes designed for those working in the
food service industry, including non-profits. The
ServSafe® Manager 6th ed. book is required (limited
copies are available for $72 from Midland MSU
Extension).

SANFORD LAKE PARK
Get more info and register today!

Those attending the class and passing the exam will
be certified as ServSafe® Food Protection Managers
(certificate is valid for 5 years).

Contact Lisa Treiber 989-832-6643, or email treiber@anr.msu.edu or register
online.

WILDFIRE SEASON THREATENS
Much of Midland County is wild land ̶ state forest
managed by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.
“Every spring from mid-April through June,
wildfires can and do occur in Midland County,” says
Emergency Management Coordinator Jenifier Boyer.
“Thankfully, most of them stay small, but in 2000, a
dangerous 70-acre wildfire burned through Lee
Township and three years later, over 300 acres
burned in Jerome Township. Overall between 1981
and 2012, there were 425 wildfires in Midland County.”
If you live in an area where wildfires may occur, Jenifier suggests you do a little family planning. Consider adding a
section to your family disaster plan on responding to wildfires.
Before fire season:
 Know your wildfire risk.
 Make a wildfire emergency plan.
 Build/restock your emergency preparedness kit, including a flashlight, batteries, cash, and first aid supplies.
 Familiarize yourself with local emergency plans - know where to evacuate to and how to get there.
 Stay tuned to phone alerts, TV, or radio, for weather updates, emergency instructions, or evacuation orders.
 Regularly clean the roof and gutters.
 Maintain an area approximately 30’ away from you home that is free of anything that will burn, such as
wood piles, dried leaves, newspapers, and other brush.
 Connect garden hoses long enough to reach any area of the home and fill covered garbage cans, tubs, or
other large containers with water during wildfire season
 Review your homeowner's insurance policy and also prepare/update a list of your home's contents.
During a fire weather watch when dangerous fire weather conditions are possible over the next 12 to 72 hours:
 Turn on your TV/radio to get the latest weather updates and emergency instructions.
 Review your emergency plan. If you are ordered to evacuate, know the route to take and have plan of where
you will go. Check-in with your friends and family.
 Keep your car fueled, in good condition, and stocked with your emergency supplies and a change of clothes.
Read more about protecting you and your home from wildfires.

ROAD COMMISSION
EARNS “IMPRESS”
AWARD
The Midland County Road
Commission was awarded the
Impress Award by the County Road Association of Michigan (CRA) at its 2016 Highway Conference.
CRA praised the Midland County organization for “thinking outside the box in establishing partnerships in a
cooperative effort to keep roadways well-maintained for the businesses that use them as well as local motorists.”
MCRC partners with three area businesses, Entact, Van-Loon Family Farms, and the Dow Chemical Company, to
repair and maintain key roads used by the businesses. Read the full April 13, 2016 Midland Daily News story online.

PINECREST RESIDENTS ENJOY A DAY OUT
Accessibility days at Dow Gardens, days set aside to allow people
with physical or cognitive impairments to be transported directly
to the facility’s front door, made it possible for Pinecrest Farms
residents and staff to visit the Butterflies in Bloom exhibit in
March.
"We had so much fun. The colors were wonderful and the heat in
the (conservatory) was worth the trip alone," said one of the
residents attending the outing.
Pinecrest is always working to add more events and outings to its
lineup of activities for residents. This year, in addition to seeing
the butterflies, residents will have a chance to attend two Great
Lakes Loons games, enjoy music by Muzyka!, and undergo
regular circulation therapy by Absolute Therapeutic Massage.
Additional programs are in the works, including golf cart rides,
extended shopping days, and trips to dine out and shop in the
community.
“Life enrichment opportunities are an important part of living a
full life,” says Administrator Joe Blewett. “We look forward to offering more of these programs to residents as
staffing permits.”

IT’S OFFICIAL – BUG SEASON IS COMING
Midland County Mosquito Control took to the skies during
April to wage their annual war on mosquitoes. The white
and yellow planes owned by Hatfield Spraying Services of
Nunica, Michigan, were treating with a naturally-occurring
bacterium called Bti. The bacterium produces a protein,
toxic only to mosquitoes and related flies, that does not
affect other life forms or pose environmental risk.
The program targets snowmelt mosquitoes which lay their
eggs in moist woodland depressions during the previous
summer. The key is to treat as much larval habitat as possible to prevent adults from emerging later in the season.

MAY IS NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH
Every year, thousands of children enter the foster care
system with a powerful need for stability, happiness,
belonging, safety, and love. Jodie Garner, Foster Care
Coordinator at Midland County 42nd Circuit Court, Family
Division, says you can make a tremendous difference in
your own life and the life of a child by opening your home
and your heart. “We are always looking for people, married
or single, who want to share their time and their homes
with teens. Foster parenting is challenging and rewarding,
and by getting involved, you can help a kid in our
community experience a successful family.”
Midland County currently has 11 established foster homes and three just starting the licensing process. Eight
Midland County youth are in foster care full-time. Another 8-18 youth rotate weekends for respite care, and
approximately six are on the waiting list for respite/short-term/weekend care. Foster homes are now needed for
children 10-17 years old.
“Fostering a child is rewarding for both youth and adults.” Jodie says. “We offer support, training, and flexibility as
well as payment for fostering.” Call Jodie at (989)832-6398 or email her (jgarner@co.midland.mi.us) for an
information packet.
Read more about fostering children in Midland County.

MAC LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE
The Michigan Association of Counties has launched a new website
and media campaign designed to help inform the public and policymakers about the central role county services play in daily life. From
protecting public health and maintaining infrastructure to important
recordkeeping, county government plays an important role in the
everyday lives of Michigan citizens.
You might not realize just how much counties do! Visit the website
today to learn more.

More May classes from MSU Extension…
Cooking Matters for Parents:
May 5 - June 9; 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Midland Community Center,
2205 Jefferson Ave. in Midland

Cooking Matters for Adults:
May 11 - June 15; 11:00-1:00 p.m.
First United Methodist Church,
315 W. Larkin St.in Midland

Call Melissa Pavlik (989)832-6713
(childcare available)

Call Melissa Pavlik (989)832-6713
(space is limited)
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