DID YOU KNOW?

June 2017 Newsletter
COUNTY STAFF BUILDS HOPE

Most people in the U.S. think of the
summer sosltice as the longest day of
the year or when summer begins. It’s
actually two moments during the
year when the path of the sun in the
sky is farthest north in the Northern
Hemisphere (June 20 or 21) or farthest
south in the Southern Hemisphere
(December 21 or 22).
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For the second
year, staff from
the Treasurer’s
Offiice
participated in
the Midland
County Habitat
for Humanity
Women Build
Week in May.
Treasurer Cathy
Lunsford says,
“We all love
working on the
Libby Varner, Cathy Lunsford, Ann Townsend, Kim Oswald, and Jan
construction
Mann enjoy a quick break at the 2017 Women Build Week event.
sites and
learning what needs to be done to build a house. We get to work alongside other
volunteers and meet people from the community who are so interested in helping
with this organization.”
This year the team worked on sheeting and raising the garage walls, siding, and
installing windows.
Last year, the
staff worked on
the foundation of
a house on Sam
Street, a vacant
property Habitat
purchased from
Midland County’s
2015 tax
foreclosure
auction.

IMPORTANT DATES
June - MSU Ext. Dairy Month
June 3 – Whitey’s Annual Bass
Tournament
June 10 - Top Bass Tournament Trail;
Garden Gourmet, 6:00 pm, Dow
Gardens
June 14 – Flag Day; lunchtime
concerts begin at Dow Gardens
June 15 – County Auction, 5:30 pm,
County Services Building lot
June 18 – Father’s Day; Sanford Lake
Triathlon
June 21 – Summer begins (Summer
Solstice)
June 24 – TRITOFINISH Saford Lake
Triathlon
June 25-July 1 National Mosquito
Control Awareness Week
June 29 – Household Hazardous
Waste drop-off; (989) 832-6681

PINECREST FARMS’ ROB MAXWELL IS FOCUSED ON
NATURE
As Pinecrest Farms’ business manager, Rob Maxwell’s weekdays are spent mostly
indoors managing accounts payable/receivable and resident trust accounts, and
ordering supplies. As much as he loves his indoor job, on his own time Rob is a
devoted volunteer at Chippewa Nature Center (CNC) where he does everything
from face painting to serving on the board of directors (he’s currently vice
president) to managing the 1870s
Homestead Garden, a historically
accurate, no-till garden. From
March until late November, he is
busy planning, planting, nursing,
mulching, and eventually,
harvesting the crops.
Cathy Devendorf, director of
Volunteers and Outreach, says his
wide interests and commitment
are impressive.
“We’re lucky to have Rob on our
volunteer team. His calm
demeanor, professionalism, and
caring personality are evident as
he attends Board meetings, chairs a membership committee or Wild Ones
meeting, and in all he does here at the nature center,” she says.
Rob started volunteering at CNC in 2006 but says it’s been a part of his life since
he was a teen.
“I remember taking my younger brother there when I first got my license. We
helped prepare logs for the original log barn. I’ve always had a love of nature,
inspired by my parents. Working in the Homestead Garden ties me to my father’s
agricultural roots and my mother’s love of gardening and flowers, and allows me
to do it in a natural setting. I don’t have space for a garden at home. Here I get to
work in the soil and try growing things I might never have had a chance to,
otherwise. Plus, we’ve provided over a ton of fresh, organic produce to the food
pantry.”

July 4 – Independence Day (offices
closed)
July 8 - Top Bass Tournament Trail
July 11 – World Population Day
July 15 – National Pet Fire Safety Day
July 19 – National Hot Dog Day
July 29 - Sanford and Sun Triathlon

Rob also appreciates the chance to educate others.
“I think it’s so important today that people know how to grow their own food
and develop a connection with nature. I’ve seen kids pull their first carrot or pick
their first green bean. CNC is right in our own back yard, inspiring us to be
stewards of the natural world, and giving me a venue to share both of those
things with others in the community.”

YOUR SUMMER FUN BEGINS IN
MIDLAND COUNTY
Fishing Events:
Top Bass Tournament Trail – June 10, July 8,
Aug. 26-27
Whitey’s Annual Bass Tournament – June 3
(kaylastajdl@gmail.com)
Mid State Bass Busters – Sept. 24
Masonic Lodge 427 Pike Tournament-May 20
--------------------------------------------------------Running Events:
2017 Sanford Lake Triathlon – June 24
2017 Sanford and Sun Triathlon – July 29
Run Michigan Cheap Series events on the rail
trail – May 28, Aug. 20, Oct. 29
--------------------------------------------------------Family Fun:
Parkapalooza-September 10

NEW CONTRACEPTIVES
AVAILABLE AT HEALTH
DEPARTMENT
The Family Planning Clinic at Midland
County’s Health Department recently received
funding to increase public access to longacting reversible contraceptives (LARCs). The
contraceptives consist of an under-the-skin-ofthe-arm implant that lasts three years as well as
several types of intrauterine devices (IUDs),
providing up to five years of contraception.
“The use of LARCs has been shown to be highly effective in reducing the rates of unintended pregnancies,” says
Mary MacInnes, WHNP-B.C., M.S.N, Clinic Services Director at the Health Department.
A nurse practitioner will be available to insert IUDs and the implant, called Nexplanons. Women interested in this
method are encouraged to call the clinic nurse for an assessment, (989)832-6661.

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.
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Across the Counties

Midland County, Michigan, Earns National Achievement Award
for its Environmental Health, Mobile Well & Septic Data
Collection Project
WASHINGTON – The County of Midland, Michigan’s Environmental Health Mobile Well & Septic Data
Collection Project has been recognized with an Achievement Award from the National Association of Counties
(NACo). The awards honor innovative, effective county government programs that enhance services for
residents.
NACo recognized the Environmental Health Mobile Well & Septic Data Collection Project in the category of Health.
This project was a collaborative effort between Bay, Gratiot, Midland, and Saginaw counties. The idea for the project
was a result of discussion from a local GIS users meeting. Each of the respective counties has a one person GIS
department that has worked together in the past. GIS and Environmental Health professionals began conceptual
development of what the application needs were and how GIS would be the core technology to accomplish the tasks.
Since none of the counties support large IT departments within-house programming we created a public-private
partnership with the GIS consulting firm Amalgam LLC.
Technology is at the forefront of initiating more efficient workflows, improving data quality, and making more
information available to the public using services that enhance accessibility. These resources and more were integrated
into an application to collect, analyze and assist in well and septic system permitting. The EH mobile data application
uses GIS as the base technology to create, store and retrieve information for permitting. Utilizing our current web map
service we were able to serve up this information on a tablet in the field. The data is stored in a cloud environment and
can be downloaded into our respective county GIS databases. The tablets are GPS enabled using Verizon cellular
services where available and Garmin GLO GPS unit that Bluetooth’s to the tablet.
”We are extremely pleased with the results of this creative public-private partnership. With an ever-increasing
pressure on budgets, it is refreshing to be able to offer enhanced services to our community using existing
limited resources.” says Scott Noesen, Midland County Commissioner.
NACo President Bryan Desloge said, “Counties overcome complex challenges, provide essential services and
constantly do more with less. We applaud these Achievement Award-winning counties for outstanding efforts
to improve residents’ quality of life.”
Nationally, awards are given in 18 different categories that reflect the vast, comprehensive services counties
provide. The categories include children and youth, criminal justice, county administration, information
technology, health, civic engagement and many more. NACo will recognize award-winning counties at its 2017
Annual Conference and Exposition July 21–24 in Franklin County, Ohio.
Started in 1970, NACo’s annual Achievement Award Program is designed to recognize innovative county
government programs. Each nominee is judged on its own merits and not against other applications received.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
DROP-OFF IN JUNE
The County Health Department will host a
Household Hazardous Materials (HHM) dropoff by appointment on Wednesday, June 29.
Appointments to drop off accepted materials can
be made through June 27. Only persons with
appointments will be allowed to drop off
materials.
People who have materials that qualify for these
collections may sign up on the County website.
Choose the time, then type in the needed
information. If you are unable to do this, call
Environmental Health Services at 832-6681, and
leave your name and phone number. Someone will return your call. Please have a list ready to indicate the type and
amount of materials you wish to bring to the drop-off site.
Call or visit Midland Recyclers for more information on disposing of electronic and other types of waste at
(989)631-1668.

WHAT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ARE ACCEPTED?






Chemicals, oil paint and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products, certain auto
products, and mercury
Small quantities of latex paint can be dried and included with your normal weekly trash pick-up.
Larger quantities of latex paint may be dropped off during this collection with an appointment.
Oil should be recycled at the nearest recycling center.
We will not be accepting electronic waste at this event. Check out the full list online.

HELP WANTED:

Part-time Janitor Position

Previous work experience in custodial and maintenance work required. Job requires frequent
lifting of 50 pounds or more. High school diploma or equivalent and valid Michigan Driver’s
License required. Starting hourly rate of $12.82 progressing to $16.66 on a 7-year wage
scale. Position is 2nd shift, 25 hours/week Monday-Friday.
A resumé and official employment application must be completed and can be obtained at the
Midland County Human Resources, 220 W. Ellsworth Street, Midland, Mich., or you can apply
online at www.co.midland.mi.us. The position will remain open until filled.
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LOOKING FOR A NEW RIDE?
The County Vehicle Auction pretty much has it all – cars,
trucks, trailers, even a motorcycle and a boat.
The public auction will be held on Thursday, June 15, at
5:30 p.m. in the County Services Building parking lot
located at 220 W. Ellsworth Street, Midland.
The auction will include County vehicles and
consignment items from other local municipalities.
Find auction details and items for sale online.

D.A.R.E. STUDENTS
GRADUATE IN STYLE
More than 900 students from Midland
County and Midland City Schools who
participated in the D.A.R.E. program
celebrated their graduation from D.A.R.E.
at the Dow Diamond on May 19.
In addition to the graduation ceremony
with guest speaker Midland County
Prosecuting Attorney J. Dee Brooks,
students watched a K-9 demonstration by
the Midland City Police and participated
in Home Run Derby, kickball, fire safety inflatable, and pitching tryouts. Read more.

TELLING THE FOGGING STORY
Midland County Mosquito Control has
developed some new educational tools to
educate County residents on the ULV (untralow volume) adulticiding or fogging. On their
website, story maps developed with the GPS
mapping software feature written information
and a short video.
Mosquito Control’s new fogging video can be
found on YouTube, too. Find more and join
the conversation on their Facebook page.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

SCENES FROM LATE MAY
Top – Work continues on the
foundation for a new river side entrance.
Middle – Circuit Court floor ready to
begin.
Right – Jury room completely stripped.

UPDATE
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