DID YOU KNOW?

Midland’s popular Tunes By the
Tridge begins June 2 with a
performance by Ike Behr and the
Blues Guise.
Bring your family and your lawn chairs
and enjoy an evening of music and
fun every Thursday at the Tridge.
Visit the website for the schedule.

Pines Summer Concert Series, a
new series advocating Michigan-based
musicians as they perform originals in
this beautiful outdoor venue. Concerts
June 12, July 10 and Aug. 14 – limited
seating, bring a chair or blanket and join
the fun!
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FINALLY
SUMMER!
VISIT THE
COUNTY
PARKS
Midland County
Parks and
Recreation
Director John
Schmude says
now that summer
has finally arrived,
there are a lot of
activities for the
whole family at
the county parks. John says to check out the events early - some require advance
registration.
Here are just a few fishing events:
 Michigan College Bass Circuit – June 18 michigancollegebassfishing.com
 Top Bass Tournament Trail – July 9 freewebs.com/topbass
 Whitey’s Annual Bass Tournament – July 23 mgoodrn8@gmail.com
 Mid-state Bass Busters – July 30 proctorplus@yahoo.com
 Sanford Lake Bass Club – August 13 contact Gary Yarbrough at
(989) 614-1194
 Team Bass – Sept. 17 teambass.net
Other fun events:
 2016 Inaugural Sanford Lake Triathlon – June 19 tritofinish.com
 2016 Sanford and Sun Triathlon - August 6 - 3disciplines.com
 Midland Edition of the Run Michigan Cheap Series –
August 21 - runmichigancheap.com
 Parkapalooza - September 11 - dstreet.org
 Mud Creek Crawl – Sept. 25 tritofinish.com

BALLOT PREP FOR ELECTION ALREADY UNDERWAY
IMPORTANT DATES
June - MSU Ext. Dairy Month
June 7 – MSU Ext. Jams & Jellies
class 5:30-7:30 pm
June 14 – Flag Day; U.S. Army’s
birthday
June 19 – Father’s Day; Sanford
Lake Triathlon
June 20 – Summer begins
June 22 – Household Hazardous
Waste Drop-off

The Midland County Clerk’s Office has begun the long process of preparing ballots
for voters in November’s election. County Clerk Ann Manary says the proofing
process is a long one, but necessary.
“The ballot information is now in the hands of the County’s programmer at Election
Source where the first set of proofs is being prepared,” she says. “Then the proofing
process begins.”
Ann and her staff will get the first look at the new ballots as soon as they are returned
from the programmer. The second proof set goes to each township and the City
Clerk. Finally, the Election Commission, made up of the Probate Judge, County
Treasurer, and County Clerk, gets a chance to see the proof ballots.
“It may seem like a long drawn-out process, but it’s critical that those ballots be errorfree to ensure accurate, valid voting,” Ann says.

June 29-July 2 National Mosquito
Control Awareness Week

Celebrate National Blueberry
Month with a trip to a local
blueberry farm!
Beard’s LakeView Farm
4413 Water Road, Sanford
989-689-6571.

Russell’s Blueberries
11895 Frost Road
Freeland, MI 48623
989-781-2859

Fisher’s Blueberry Farm
4532 N. Steel Rd,
Hemlock, MI 48626
989-642-5361
July – National Blueberry Month;
National Ice Cream Month
July 4 – Independence Day
(County offices closed)
July 11 – World Population Day
July 22 – 4H Day at Dow Gardens
July 23 – National Hot Dog Day
July 27 – Annual Pig Roast and
Community Picnic – Pinecrest
Farms, 5:00-7:00 pm
July 30 – International Day of
Friendship

COUNTY EMPLOYEES STEP UP FOR
COMMUNITY
The County of Midland was among those
organizations honored for its exceptional support
of the community during United Way’s (UW)
2016 campaign. United Way of Midland County
(UW) honored several volunteers and
organizations as part of its annual Spirit of the
Community celebration last month, specifically
recognizing “Companies That Care” for the
incredible impact of local corporations and
businesses.
As one of the Companies That Care, the County
and its employees were recognized for the
financial commitment they and their employees
make, as well as their impact through community
advocacy and volunteerism.

Midland County's 2016 UW organizers
Michelle Speltz, Bridgette Gransden, Marisa
Boulton, and Suzanne Ault

“Our employees really care about the community
we live in, and it showed in this year’s United Way
campaign,” says Midland County’s Controller/Administrator Bridgette Gransden.
“Led by our co-chairs Michelle Speltz and Marisa Boulton, County employees
conducted several new, fun campaign activities to encourage giving, and most
departments even met their giving goals early in the campaign. One of my favorite
activities, the City vs. County Change 4 Change war, encouraged a little friendly
competition between the City and County and raised an additional $1,000 for the
community.”

Bridgette Gransden was honored with the Torch Bearer Award for her passion and
commitment as she championed the United Way campaign at work with creative
strategies to increase overall giving by County employees.

MENTORING MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Are you a caring adult who likes young people? Midland Mentors is looking for
male mentors from the community to join in a one-on-one relationship with an
area youth in the Day Treatment program at the Juvenile Care Center. All it
takes is a one-hour commitment each week for at least six months, and you
may form a relationship that will last much longer.
Mentors serve as adult friends and advocates for the youth, not therapists,
counselors or lawyers. They provide a safe sounding board for the youth, being
there not to solve problems, but to be a source of support. Youth benefit, too.
Many of the matches stay together for years and many mentors have had
several matches.
Every child who ends up doing well has at least one stable and committed
relationship with a caring adult – you could be that adult. Call or email Suzanne
Landis for more information or to get started mentoring: 837-6255 OR
slandis@co.midland.mi.us.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
DROP-OFF IN JUNE
The County Health Department will host a
Household Hazardous Materials drop-off by
appointment on Wednesday, June 22.
Appointments to drop off accepted materials can
be made through June 20. Only persons with
appointments will be allowed to drop off
materials.
Chemicals, oil paint and stains, pesticides,
insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, and mercury are examples of
items accepted at this collection. Small quantities
of latex paint can be dried and included with your
normal weekly trash pick-up. Larger quantities may be dropped off during this collection with an appointment. Oil
should be recycled at the nearest recycling center.
People who have materials that qualify for these collections may sign up on the County website at
http://tinyurl.com/zd996ac. Choose the time, then type in the needed information. If you are unable to do this,
call Environmental Health Services at 832-6681, and leave your name and phone number. Someone will return your
call. Please have a list ready to indicate the type and amount of materials you wish to bring to the drop-off site.
We will not be accepting electronic waste at this event. Call or visit Midland Recyclers for more information on
disposing of electronic and other types of waste at (989)631-1668.

KEEP YOUR KIDS SWIMMING SAFELY
Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson wants to make
sure your kids are safe when swimming or playing near
bodies of water. Drowning is the second leading cause
of accidental death for children under the age of 15. On
average, more than 800 children die each year due to
accidental drowning. An estimated 3,600 additional
children go to emergency rooms after near-drowning
incidents each year.
To help children stay safe around water, Sheriff
Stephenson suggests the following tips:
 There is no substitute for active supervision. Actively participate in the water with your children
 If you have a pool or spa make sure it is fenced in with a gate that closes automatically
 Don’t leave toys in the water, where they could attract unsupervised children
 Get your children into swim classes, but don’t assume they will be “drown-proof”
 Remember, inflatable toys and water wings are not flotation devices and may not prevent drowning
 Keep kiddie pools empty and stored when not in use
 Keep rescue equipment and a phone ready – just in case
Children can drown quickly ̶ sometimes without shouting or crying for help. It is very important that children be
closely supervised while they are in the water,” Sheriff Stephenson says. “As an adult, it is your responsibility to make
sure that kids stay safe around all bodies of water.”

June 14 is Flag Day!
A Ceremony for the Disposal of Unserviceable Flags will be held at the Midland American Legion Post
165 at 5111 Hedgewood on June 14, 2016. The ceremony offers a dignified tribute to the U.S. flag and
its symbolism and allows for the disposal of worn, faded flags. Call the post for more: ( 989) 832-7202.

SOLARIZE MICHIGAN
COMES TO MIDLAND
COUNTY
Solarize Michigan, a campaign to make
solar energy a simpler and more
affordable option, is open to Midland
County residents and business owners.
Those interested can get a free solar
assessment for their roof. The limited-time program runs through October 2016.
This grassroots effort being piloted in Midland, Bay, and Saginaw counties is able to lower the costs of solar energy
by encouraging bulk buying, competitive bidding, and community education. Sign up for a free assessment to
determine if your home or business is good for solar at www.solarizemichigan.com . There is no cost or obligation
to an applicant until, and if, they sign a contract with a local solar installer. Various ways of financing solar systems
are available, and it’s up to the purchaser to choose one.

Midland Tomorrow is a Solarize Michigan partner agency, along with Saginaw Future and Bay Future. The nonprofit effort is led by the Institute for Energy Innovation, in partnership with 5 Lakes Energy, a Michigan-based
clean energy consulting firm, with funding from the Mott Foundation.
Visit Midland Tomorrow’s website, www.midlandtomorrow.org for the latest video.

SANFORD LAKE PARK

Midland Center for the Arts brings “big city”
professional performances and exhibits to the Great
Lakes Bay Region. From headlining performers to
emerging new artists, you’re certain to find an old
favorite in the lineup – and maybe discover a new
one, too. Visit them online.

Get more info and register today!

DECISION DAY ACTIVITIES ENCOURAGE
COLLEGE EDUCATION
Michigan College Decision Day is part of a statewide College
Access Network initiative designed to recognize high school
seniors for their postsecondary educational plans and
encourage younger students and families to prepare early for
postsecondary education. Held annually on or around May 1,
the day coincides with the date that most seniors must inform
a college of their plans to enroll.
“Our county schools have been doing a lot of good work this
year to remove barriers and increase the percent of students
that enroll in postsecondary education and complete a degree/certificate,” says Valerie Gerhart, M.A., L.P.C.,
Midland County Career & College Access Network Coordinator at the Midland Area Community Foundation.
“With programs like these, I think we're going to see some dramatic improvement in their postsecondary data over
the next few years.”
Midland County high schools participate in three College Access events during the year, ending with Decision Day
activities. While some schools featured student assemblies and senior recognition events for Decision Day, seniors
at Bullock Creek High School enjoyed a lunchtime tailgater featuring celebrity chefs Shawn Hale and County
Commissioner Rich Keenan.

BEAUTIFUL BUT DANGEROUS
Stay Safe in Lightning
Lightning strikes the United States about 25 million times a year,
and although most lightning occurs in the summer, people can
be struck at any time of year according to Jenifier Boyer,
Emergency Management Coordinator.
The National Weather Service says if you can hear thunder,
lightning is close enough to strike you. Immediately move to a
substantial building with electricity or plumbing or an enclosed,
metal-topped vehicle with the windows up. During a storm, take
these precautions:
Indoors
 Stay off corded phones, computers and other electrical equipment that put you in direct contact with electricity
 Avoid plumbing, including sinks, baths and faucets
 Stay away from windows and doors, and stay off porches
 Do not lie on concrete floors, and do not lean against concrete walls
Caught outside with no safe shelter anywhere nearby?
 Get off elevated areas such as hills, mountain ridges or peaks
 Get away from ponds, lakes and other bodies of water
 Stay away from objects that conduct electricity (barbed wire fences, power lines, windmills, etc.)
 Never lie flat on the ground
 Never shelter under an isolated tree
 Never use a cliff or rocky overhang for shelter

GIVE LOCAL MIDLAND RAISES FUNDS
. Give Local Midland successfully raised 15 gifts totaling $1,135 for Pinecrest
Farms and 24 gifts totaling $3,925 for the Pere Marquette Rail Trail last month
during its one-day campaign. The national giving event provides nonprofits the
opportunity to gain exposure to ̶ and start relationships with ̶ new donors, and
for people in our region to come together to raise as much money as possible for
local nonprofit endowment funds. Thanks to all who participated!
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