DID YOU KNOW?
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COUNTY EMPLOYEES MAKE HOLIDAYS BRIGHTER
For 36 years, Midland County
Employees have helped
Midland County families have
a better Christmas.
Supporting a family with
everything needed to make a
nice holiday is an effort
traditionally coordinated
through the Register of Deeds
Office. Scott Haines, chief
deputy Register of Deeds,
Libby Varner from the
Treasurer’s office and Julie
Atkinson, County Register of
Deeds, make up the committee
that coordinates donations
from County employees,
shops, and delivers gifts to the
family.

At one time, Midland County had 10
bridges of historic significance like the
Irish Street Bridge over the Salt River
built in 1927. Read about the history
of these bridges and check them out
on Google Maps by visiting
historicbridges.org.
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Deb Stevie, Julie Atkinson, and Libby Varner draw for the
winner of the $100 gift card raffle for eligible donors.
Alice Flowers (Prosecutor’s Office) won the raffle and
donated the card back to the families.

Money raised through the gift card
raffle was used to purchase gifts
and food for the holidays.
North Midland Family Center
matched the County employees
with two very deserving Midland
County families who received the
gifts on December 20.

IMPORTANT DATES
Jan. 11 – Human Trafficking
Awareness Day
Jan. 13 – National Religious Freedom
Day
Jan. 14 – Ratification Day
Jan. 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr’s
Birthday (County offices closed)
Jan. 20 – Inauguration Day

Planning ahead for your 2018
family reunion or company
picnic?
You can reserve pavilions at Sanford
Lake Park and Veterans Memorial
Park online using the County’s
interactive maps. Check it out on our
homepage under Online Services.

MORE DATES
February – American Heart Month
Feb. 2 – National Groundhog Day
Feb. 3 – National Wear Red Day
Feb. 13 – Fat Tuesday
Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day
Feb. 14 – National (Organ) Donor
Day
Feb. 20 – President’s Day

When one family needed a twin-sized bed and
had already received a donation of box
springs and frame, the committee contacted
Dan Lavier of Dan Dan the Mattress Man
who generously donated a single bed mattress
to the family.

EMPLOYEES RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE
Several dedicated Midland County employees were honored for their years of
service at a December Board of Commissioners Executive Committee meeting:
5 years: Michael Alexander,
District Court; Julie Baker,
Health; Paul Bass, Facilities;
Marisa Boulton, Community
Corrections; Paige Hoffman,
District Court; Matthew Hopper,
JCC; Brian Keidel, Sheriff;
Gerald Ladwig, District Court;
Jay Latoski, JCC; Laura Lee, Sheriff; Katrina McLaughlin, Probate Court; Beverly
Pyles, Health; Michelle Speltz, Circuit Court; Laurie Tarkowski, Finance; Steve
Wixson, Public Guardian; Cora Zinnbauer, Sheriff
10 years: Kelly Allen, Prosecutor; Julie Atkinson, Register of Deeds; Michael
Beale, Circuit Court; Tina Branson, District Court; Stephen Carras, Circuit Court;
Alice Flowers, Prosecutor; Justin Furst, Sheriff; Nicole Swanton, Health; Sharon
Willsie, JCC
15 years: Mary Cornell, Equalization; Jeffery Derocher, Sheriff; Lori Enszer,
Public Guardian; Katie Gensel, Friend of the Court; Barbara Hendrickson,

Sheriff; April Histed, County Clerk; Jeffrey Kozak, Sheriff; C. Michael Krecek, Health; Leslie Sheldon, Sheriff;
Robert Wolfe, Health; Fred Yanoski, Health
20 years: Denise Adcock, County Clerk; Doug Allen, Mosquito Control; Matthew Dilts, JCC; Douglas Enos, Drain
Commission; Debra Finney, Friend of the Court; Korey Gillespie, JCC; Lisa Kirk, Probate Court; Kelly Kozlowski,
District Court; Diane LaRue, JCC; Thomas LeBrun, JCC; Troy Nalazek, JCC; Julie Reed, JCC; Kirk Studley, JCC;
Daniel Teer, Sheriff
25 years: Jesus Gonzalez, Pinecrest; Richard Harnois, Sheriff; Tina Oliver, Health
30 years: Leon Valentine, Sheriff

PINECREST COLLABORATES WITH ESA FOR SPECIAL
PROGRAM
Two dozen preschool students from the Early Childhood Special Education
classroom and the Great Start Readiness classroom housed at Bullock Creek
Elementary School, joined residents of Midland County Pinecrest Farms to
celebrate Fall through dancing, music, and fellowship. This was the second
visit from the students in 2017. The visits are the result of a partnership
between Midland County Educational Service Agency (ESA) and Pinecrest to
bring intergenerational activities to both populations.
“The residents light up when the students walk into the facility,” says
Pinecrest Administrator Joe Blewett. “They look forward to the visit and
gather around the door when the students are expected to arrive.”
The intergenerational programming is a first-time collaboration for the two
organizations and a way to connect older individuals with young students in a
meaningful, interactive way.
There are proven benefits to both
populations: older adults become more
active, report an increase in positivity, and
feel more valued; youth develop more
empathy and positive attitudes about older
adults and learn to appreciate the importance
of volunteering.
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COUNTY CELEBRATES FIRST MIHOPE
GRADUATE
Since starting the MiHope program when it was brand new in
December 2015, Cody Chase has been married and has had his
first child with a second on the way. He says that hanging out with
his family and friends on the weekends is much more enjoyable
than sitting in jail.
Cody was successfully discharged on December 19, 2017, after
being violation-free for two years. He is the first person to
successfully complete the program.
Looking back, he says starting a family kept him motivated to
successfully complete MiHope and stay out of prison. He also
appreciates not having to worry about continued drug testing
when looking for employment.
“I like my freedom, and it’s much more valuable now,” Cody says.

Learn more about…

MiHope

42nd Circuit Court Judge Stephen P. Carras
congratulates MiHope graduate Cody Chase, his
wife Avianna, and daughter Kayona.

Midland County’s variation of the statewide probation initiative
known as the Swift and Sure Sanctions Probation Program

MiHOPE, an acronym for Midland County Honest Opportunity Probation with Enforcement, is a prison diversion
program that began in December of 2015 with five probationers. The program now monitors more than 40
probationers by combining rehabilitation and close supervision with immediate and consistent enforcement of
rules.
MiHOPE is a 5-year intensive probation program that targets high-risk felony offenders who meet certain eligibility
criteria. For instance, MiHOPE participants often have a history of probation violations or failing to successfully
complete traditional probation. MiHOPE offers them one, often final, chance to avoid prison. They must be able to
be safely and effectively monitored in the community without endangering themselves or the public at-large.
Common requirements of the MiHOPE program include residential treatment, individual and group counseling,
frequent tests for substance use, and curfews. A probationer can successfully complete probation early by remaining
violation-free for two years.
As a zero tolerance probation program, every probation violation is brought before the court, heard within 72
hours, and assessed a predetermined, consistent sanction. This combination of both “swift” and “sure” penalties
empowers participants to make decisions fully knowing the consequences of their actions or inactions. They
develop a sense of personal responsibility aimed to benefit them in both the short-term, while on probation, and
for the rest of their lives.
Midland County’s MiHOPE team includes:
 42nd Circuit Court Judge, Hon. Stephen P. Carras
 MiHope Coordinator, Brionna Varner
 Michigan Department of Corrections Agents, Brian Mangapora and Lisa Budreau
 Community Corrections Manager, Marisa Boulton

Jeremy Spindler, Senior
Park Ranger, cuts up a
downed tree on the
County’s 117-acre parcel
near Edenville. Property
maintenance is
conducted year round at
the Midland County
Parks.

Indoor air pollutants can threaten your
health
Radon, a tasteless, colorless, and odorless
radioactive gas, is formed by the natural decay of
uranium in soil and rock. It moves through the
ground and enters your home through cracks, sump
pump pits, crawl spaces, and other holes in the
foundation. Your home traps the radon inside, where
it can build up to unsafe levels.
Radon test kits are available from the Midland
County Health Department, 220 W. Ellsworth St.,
Midland. Call Environmental Health Services for

more: (989) 832-6679.

EIGHT WAYS TO STAY SAFE WHILE
DRIVING THIS WINTER
From the Midland County Sheriff ’s Office
• Check tires, engine oil, antifreeze and brakes
• Use your seat belts
• Reduce your speed in snow, sleet, and ice
• Allow yourself plenty of braking space on slick roads
• Lightly pump your brakes when stopping on ice
• Avoid distractions such as cell phones and eating
• Listen to the radio for information on conditions
• Pull off the road to a safe place, if necessary

In the Community
COUNTY DONATIONS EXCEED UNITED WAY GOAL
Facing a variety of community challenges, Midland County’s culture of caring
was once again on full display throughout this year’s United Way campaign.
The community rallied together to not only meet, but exceed the bold
$4,800,000 campaign goal. With donations continuing to come in, United Way
of Midland County is reporting pledges of $4,814,517 that will help meet the
needs of local residents.
United Way of Midland County will continue to accept campaign pledges this month. To learn more about the
impacts taking place because of our community’s generous support, visit www.unitedwaymidland.org.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION
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UPDATE
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Lighting control panels provide safety and energy savings
Public service windows are in place at District Court
The new riverside entry takes shape
Acoustic ceiling fabric is installed in the historic lobby
Concrete work continues as weather allows
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