DID YOU KNOW?

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
Due to widespread flu in Midland
County and throughout most of the
United States, the Midland County
Health Dept will be having a flu clinic
on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018, 1:005:00 p.m. in the Bd of Commissioner's
Rm, 1st floor of the County Services
Building. Read more.
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COUNTY OFFICIALS
TEACH CITIZENS
ABOUT LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
Midland County officials hosted
the City of Midland's 12th
Citizens Academy class on
January 17 at the Midland County
Jail. Hon. Michael J. Beale, 42nd
Circuit Court Judge, County
Administrator/Controller
Bridgette Gransden, Sheriff Scott
Stephenson, and County Clerk
Ann Manary (all pictured right)
presented the "Your County Government" session, detailing the many services
and functions of County government. Their presentation highlighted the Juvenile
Care Center, court system, Midland County Sheriff's office, and elected officials.
Students were also treated to a brief tour of the Midland County Jail to learn
more about the people and processes that run the impressive facility.
Midland’s annual Citizens Academy is a free 10-week series of classes designed to
teach citizens about how their local government works for them. The academy is
held from mid-January through mid-March each year and takes participants
through various functions of local government.
During the weekly two-hour sessions, participants learn about the responsibilities
of City and County departments and the services they provide to the community.
Presentations and "behind-the-scenes" facility tours give participants a better
understanding of the role local government plays in the quality of life that
residents of Midland enjoy.

RENOVATION UPDATE

The City of Midland will begin accepting applications for its 2019 class in
November 2018. For more information about participating in the program,
please visit www.cityofmidlandmi.gov/citizensacademy.

IMPORTANT DATES

SHERIFF ANNOUNCES JAIL PROMOTIONS

February – American Heart Month
Feb. 2 – National Groundhog Day
Feb. 3 – National Wear Red Day
Feb. 13 – Fat Tuesday
Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day
Feb. 14 – National (Organ) Donor
Day
Feb. 20 – President’s Day

Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson announced recent promotions in
leadership at the Midland County Jail.

LET’S GO SKIING!
Pine Haven Recreation Area is open
daily in Sanford, from dawn to dusk,
with miles and miles of wooded trails
on 325 acres of the most diverse
terrain in Midland County. Signs
indicate the degree of difficulty on
each cross-country ski trail so you'll
always know the challenge that lies
ahead.

Capt. Jeff Derocher was promoted to the position of jail captain. He began his
career with the Sheriff ’s Department in 2002, serving as corrections deputy,
corrections shift leader, and jail lieutenant. In the new position, Stephenson says
Derocher will “continue to elevate the standards that the Midland County Jail is
known for.”
Lt. Amy Randall was promoted to the position of jail lieutenant, after serving as
corrections deputy and corrections shift leader since 2003.

MORE DATES

Stephenson says Randall knows all of the daily operations of the jail and has
earned the respect of her coworkers, making her an excellent fit for the role.

March – MSU Extension Health
and Nutrition Month

Remember to pay your taxes!

Mar. 1 – Property Tax Forfeiture
Day
Mar. 11 – Daylight Savings Begins
Mar. 14 – National Registered
Dietitian and Nutritionist Day
Mar. 17 – St. Patrick’s Day
Mar. 20 – Vernal Equinox (Spring
begins)

Midland County Treasurer Catherine Lunsford reminds us that the 2017 winter
property taxes are due by the end of February. Pay your current 2017 taxes
directly to the City of Midland or to the Township where the property is located.
Delinquent taxes may be paid to the Treasurer’s Office in person at 220 W.
Ellsworth, or online. 2016 delinquent taxes will be forfeited on March 1,
increasing the interest and fees due on the property tax. Get prior years’ taxes
paid to the County Treasurer Office to avoid this increased cost. 2015 and prior
taxes will be foreclosed on April 2, 2018.

PLAN FOCUSES ON
IMPROVING
COMMUNITY’S
HEALTH
The Community Health
Improvement Plan (CHIP) was
launched in 2016 as a
collaborative project of the
Midland County Health and
Human Services Council
(pictured right).
The plan focuses on four areas
of community health: later life
quality, healthy weight,
substance abuse, and mental
health.
On January 24, the Council updated the community with Midland County Board Chair Mark Bone sharing the
importance of this plan for Midland County residents. Midland Community Foundation President/CEO Sharon
Mortensen updated participants on the plan details.
The Council shared the statistics that
prompted selection of the focus
areas:
• Midland County is aging - by 2025,
30% of the population will ne over
60, compared with 22% in 2015
• In the past eight years, Midland has
treated more people for opiate
addiction than alcoholism
• More than 1/5 of the adult
population has no physical activity;
33% are overweight and 36% are
obese
• In 2016, 798 Midland County
students in grades 6-12 reported
attempting suicide
Goals for each focus area are:
• Later life quality - Increase the number of individuals completing Advanced Care Plans and reduce the incidence
of falls among older adults
• Substance use disorder team - Increase the number of people seeking services, reduce the number of drug
overdoses, and meet the needs of those struggling with addiction
• Healthy weight team - Increase activity levels and improve nutrition for all ages
• Mental health - Launch an on-line mental health portal, prevent suicide, divert those with mental illness or
developmental disabilities from jail, increase mental health services in the schools, and increase public awareness of
mental health
Read more at www.healthymidland.org.

SEASONAL JOB OPENINGS IN COUNTY PARKS
Park Rangers - Under the supervision of the Parks and Recreation Director, with overview and direction
provided by other full-time Park staff, performs park maintenance tasks and participates in the
construction and repair of park facilities. Operates park vehicles and equipment. Oversees the park visitors
to ensure they adhere to park rules and regulations. Works outside on a regular basis with exposure to
various weather conditions. Starting wage is $9.75/hr.
Gatekeepers - Under the supervision of the supervisor on shift, Seasonal Gatekeepers greet customers
entering the park, answer customers' questions, provides information on procedures or policies, assists in
resolving complaints, collects money and issues permits. Interactions with the public are to be courteous and
professional at all times. Starting wage is $9.75/hr.
APPLY TODAY!
You must be at least 18 years of age or older with a high school diploma or equivalent. GOOD DRIVING
RECORD MANDATORY. Candidates wishing to be considered for these positions must pass a
physical/drug screen/background check, be able to lift 80 lbs. and work weekends, holidays and shift work.

FEBRUARY
IS HEART
Fill out an application
at HEALTH
the MidlandMONTH
County Human Resources Department, 220 W Ellsworth Street,
Midland, Ml 48640 or apply online.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in the United States. The good

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE DURING HEART HEALTH MONTH
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in the United States. The good
news? It is also one of the most preventable. Making heart-healthy choices, knowing your family health
history and the risk factors for heart disease,
having regular check-ups and working with
your physician to manage your health are all
integral aspects of saving lives from this often
silent killer.
You can make a difference during Heart Health
Month:
• Wear red to increase awareness of heart
disease
• Like The Heart Foundation on Facebook,
follow them on Twitter. Share the postings with
your friends and read their blog.
• Educate yourself.

Visit Midland County’s website for all of the latest job openings.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

February 2018

UPDATE

(clockwise from top left)

• Glass is helping to reveal finish details
• Major overhaul of the building’s backbone (heating, electric, lighting, security)
• Mechanical systems all feature highest energy ratings
• Stonework from the 1920s is still rock-solid today
• New concourse glass reveals up-close views of historic exterior walls
• Miles of outdated cabling is being removed and replaced
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