DID YOU KNOW?

December 2017 Newsletter
FISHING TOURNAMENT STAGING NOW EASIER

The Register of Deeds’ office has more
than 200 types of records on file,
dating back to 1855. You can access
many of these land records online.
Read about efforts to increase access
to these public records in this issue.

Members of the Midland County Parks Commission, Parks and Recreation staff
and the Midland Lions Club dedicated a new pavilion at Sanford Lake Park in
November. Assisted by the Coleman Lions Club, the Midland Lions Club funded
the structure in recognition of the 100th anniversary of Lions International.
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Steve Jenkins, Midland Lions Club president and Roy Green, chair of the
Midland County Parks and Recreation Commission conducted the ribboncutting.
Director of Midland County Parks and Recreation John Schmude says the
20x30-foot pavilion located just south of the boat launch will be used primarily as
a staging area for fishing tournaments and otherwise available to the public for
family gatherings and summer parties.

2017 ANGELS IN ADOPTION HONORED
IMPORTANT DATES
December – MSU Extension’s Fruit
Cake Month

Midland County residents and foster parents Gail and Rachel Locke were
honored on Michigan Adoption Day, Nov. 21, as Midland County’s 2017 Angels
in Adoption by 42nd Circuit Court Judge Dorene S. Allen.

December – Shop with a Hero at
Meijer
Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 5 – Midland County Service
Awards
Dec. 21 – Winter Solstice
Dec. 24-25 – County offices closed
for Christmas holiday
Dec 31-Jan. 1 – County offices closed
for New Year’s holiday

Last year, the Lockes celebrated 25 years of fostering Midland County children.
Licensed through the Midland County Probate and Juvenile Court, the Lockes
have helped to raise more than 100 children, ages nine to 17 in Midland County.
As foster parents they provide a safe and nurturing environment for children,
helping them get a strong start in life, learn important life lessons, and stay in
school.

Midland-trained Santas are the

Special guests at the celebration included U.S. Congressman John Moolenaar and
Michigan Supreme Court Justices Elizabeth T. Clement and Kurtis T. Wilder.

best!

MORE DATES
Jan. 11 – Human Trafficking
Awareness Day
Jan. 13 – National Religious Freedom
Day
Jan. 14 – Ratification Day
Jan. 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr’s
Birthday (County offices closed)
Jan. 20 – Inauguration Day

The Locke family, from left: Gail, daughter Tammy, Rachel, and daughter
Shelly.
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HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOLIDAYS
Prevent the Spread of Illness This Season

Agriculture and the Michigan Restaurant Association.

This holiday season share in laughter, happiness,
and health… but don’t share illness! The winter
season is filled with fun and festivities, but it is also
a time when there is a noted increase in
gastrointestinal illnesses like Norovirus. In
Michigan, for the last three years, Norovirus has
been the leading cause of foodborne illness,
according to the Michigan Department of

As you prepare for the holidays, we ask that you also prepare to prevent the spread of Norovirus (and other
illnesses) by following the sanitizing procedures required to kill this virus now (before it shows up as an unwanted
guest at a holiday get together). Wash hands appropriately with warm water and soap and do so frequently. Use
bleach to sanitize commonly touched surfaces such as door handles, hand rails, tabletops, chairs, etc. Transmission
can also be cut down by replacing buffet serving utensils
regularly.
Now is also a good time for restaurants and food handlers
to review employee sick policies and the symptoms of the
“Big Five” foodborne illnesses. Also, review the procedures
that must be followed, such as exclusion from work (at least
48-72 Hours AFTER symptoms end) and notifying the
Health Department of any confirmed cases of the “Big
Five”. Thank you for taking these steps to actively prevent
the spread of illness.
Warm wishes for a happy, safe, and healthy holiday season
from the Midland County Health Department.

MIDLAND COUNTY IT DEPARTMENT URGES CAUTION
With the holidays upon us, please use extreme care when reading holiday-related
email, including ads for Christmas shopping deals.
IT Director Chris Cantrell says, “We want to remind everyone that we're
entering a time when fraudsters take advantage of the season to send phishing
emails that look very real, but often contain deceptive links leading to malware
sites and/or malicious attachments. It’s important to verify any link prior to
clicking on it (by hovering the mouse cursor over the link without clicking).
Also, verify attachments with the sender prior to opening them. We also
recommend that you go directly to a known site rather than clicking the link in
email. For example, if you get an email from Best Buy, go to bestbuy.com
instead of following the link.”
These are just a few helpful security hints to ensure the safety of your systems at
work and your personal pc environment at home.

LOOKING FOR A LAND RECORD?
Now It’s Easier than Ever
As the official recording officer for any document pertaining to the
transfer or encumbrance of all real property within Midland County, the
Register of Deeds’ office handles more than 200 types of documents with
records dating back to 1855. Their duty is to record and permanently
secure all of these records in a safe and searchable system.
Register of Deeds Julie Atkinson says, “We have been working to improve
online access to millions of old records for residents and make them easily
printable, too. When I became Register, the online indexes only went back
to 1984, so we started the process of updating them in 2007. In 2012, we
hired a dedicated contract employee to work exclusively on indexing old
documents and uploading the images.”
The Register of
Deeds’ office
began offering
An old land record in negative format is
images for sale
prepped for online access.
online in 2013,
and since that time, has extended those searchable (index &
image) records back 23 more years to 1961. This makes the
work of any title researcher’s job much easier - they can
now complete their work without visiting the Register of
Deeds office.
Register of Deeds Julie Atkinson works in the vault where old
land records are stored.

“We are always looking for ways to improve our online
service for residents and others who need to access these
records,” says Julie. “Last month, we enhanced the process even more by obtaining desktop scanners for staff who
can now work on indexing records during slower times in the office. Our goal is to make Midland County’s land
records the most convenient and complete for online searching and printing of any county around.”

COUNTY AMONG UNITED WAY’S COMPANIES THAT
CARE
The County of Midland recently was named one of the 2017 Companies
That Care by the United Way of Midland County for the financial
commitment they and their employees make and their impact through
community advocacy and volunteerism.
According to the United Way, these companies serve as the foundation for
real change and continue the strong legacy of compassion for those in need. Beyond their commitment to
successful employee and corporate campaign, the County and its employees served as campaign volunteers, loaned
executives, Leadership Circle members, Young Leaders, and community volunteers. By sponsoring local events,
they found innovative ways to help reach out and engage the community.

BABY SHOWER HELPS SUPPORT NEW
MOMS
Service organizations from around the county joined
forces to serve 77 at-risk families at the 13th annual
countywide baby shower held in October at Messiah
Lutheran Church. Designed to encourage safe and
healthy lifestyles for new parents and soon-to-be parents,
the invitation-only event includes a resource fair,
educational segments, lunch, and a free gift for
participants.

Participants take a lunch break during the event’s resource fair.

The community baby shower was funded by the Midland
and Kiwassee Kiwanis Clubs with additional donations
from Messiah Lutheran Church, Member’s First Credit
Union, MMCAA/WIC/Early Head Start, Diaper Alliance,
Midland County Health Dept., Safe and Sound Child
Advocacy Center, Early On, MidMichigan Medical
Center, Great Start Collaborative, MSUE, Chippewa
Nature Center, and Family and Children’s Services.
The focus of this year’s event was to provide education
on incorporating nature into a child’s play and education. Above: Laurie Anderson, Midland County Early On, and Sandy
LaPrad, Midland County Health Dept., register participants at
Special educational segments provided by community
the countywide baby shower.
collaborators included:
 “Early Literacy” by Midland County ESA
 “The Impact of Nature on Infant Development” by Chippewa Nature Center
 “Self-care” by Family and Children’s Services

BOARD APPROVES 2018 BUDGET
The Administrator/Controller’s proposed 2018 budget was recently
approved by the Board of Commissioners. The budget is up approximately 2
percent from the 2017 amended amount of $30,839,814.
To balance the budget, the county anticipates using $2.2 million of surplus. From
2013 to 2016, the budgeted amount of surplus has increased from $476,780 to
$1,610,930. But for each of those years, the county has yet to use any of the
budgeted surpluse. The surplus grew from $11 million in 2013 to $12.6 million by
the end of 2016.
Personnel costs will make up the highest percentage of the 2018 expenditures,
with a budgeted amount of $18.8 million, up from a 2017 amended amount of
$18 million. The increase factors in a 2 percent pay increase for all bargaining groups, non-union employees, and
elected officials.
Check out Board of Commissioners meeting agendas and minutes or view a live meeting here.

From the desk of Mary MacInnes, MSN, WHNP-BC, Clinical Services Director,
Midland County Health Dept...
Michigan Experiences Hepatitis A Outbreak
Public health officials and the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) are continuing to see an elevated
number of hepatitis A cases in Southeast Michigan and across the
state. Across the state, nearly 500 cases have been recorded that are
associated with the current outbreak. To date, Midland County has
not had a diagnosed case in 2017.
Since the beginning of the outbreak in August 2016, public health
response has included increased healthcare awareness efforts,
public notification, and education, and outreach with vaccination
clinics for high-risk populations. No common sources of food, beverages, or drugs have been identified as a
potential source of infection. Transmission appears to be through direct person-to-person spread and illicit drug
use. Those with history of injection and non-injection drug use, homelessness or transient housing, and
incarceration are thought to be at greater risk in this outbreak setting. Notably, this outbreak has had a high
hospitalization rate.
What is Hepatitis A?
Hepatitis A is a serious, highly contagious liver disease caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV). HAV is found in the
feces of people with hepatitis A. You can get hepatitis A by eating contaminated food or water, during sex, or just
by living with an infected person. Illness can appear 15-50 days after exposure, and you can be sick for several
weeks. In some cases, people can die. Although not all people infected with hepatitis A experience illness,
symptoms can include:
• nausea and vomiting
• belly pain
• joint pain
• feeling tired
• fever
• pale-colored feces
• loss of appetite
• yellowing of skin and eyes
• dark urine
What can you do to protect yourself?
Hepatitis A is a vaccine-preventable illness. While the hepatitis A vaccine is recommended as a part of the routine
childhood vaccination schedule, most adults have not been vaccinated and may be susceptible to the hepatitis A
virus. The best way to reduce the risk of getting hepatitis A is to get vaccinated with two doses of Hepatitis A
vaccine. It is also recommended to wash your hands after going to the bathroom and before preparing meals for
yourself and others. Use your own towels, toothbrushes, and eating utensils. Do not have sex with someone who
has HAV infection or share food, drinks, or smokes with other people.
Who Should Get the HAV Vaccine?
 Persons who are homeless or incarcerated
 Persons who use injection and non-injection illegal drugs
 Persons who work with the high risk populations listed above
 Persons who have close contact, care for, or live with someone who has HAV
 Persons who have sexual activities with someone who has HAV and men who have sex with men
 Travelers to countries with high or medium rates of HAV
 Persons with chronic liver disease, such as cirrhosis, hepatitis B, hepatitis C, or clotting factor disorders
 Health care or food service workers in the outbreak area (or those who choose to be vaccinated)
For more information, please contact the Midland County Health Department or visit the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services website at www.michigan.gov/hepatitisAoutbreak.

COLD CASE MURDER PROSECUTION
COMES TO A CLOSE
Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks says the most
unique case he’s handled in more than 30 years of service has
finally concluded.
On October 24, 2017, a Midland County jury found Michael
Todd McIntyre (age 52) of New Hudson (formerly of
Gladwin), Michigan, guilty of the crimes of Second Degree
Murder and Felony Murder. The charges arose from the 1991
murder of Diane Laverne Ross, a 43 year-old double leg
amputee, in her Lee Township home – a case that went cold in 1993.
In 2013, Sheriff Scott Stephenson asked his new detectives, Brent Benzing and Scott Holzinger, to reorganize the
case files and take a fresh look at the case. After consulting with the FBI, Michigan State Police, and Michigan
Attorney General’s cold case team, detectives Benzing and Holzinger reconstructed the investigation by requesting
additional lab analysis of evidence, interviewing new witnesses, and re-interviewing past witnesses. After obtaining a
fingerprint match and finding new witnesses, they submitted the case to the Attorney General’s Office and Midland
County Prosecutor’s Office for the authorization of charges. In March 2016, joint prosecution resulted in murder
charges filed against McIntyre.
The case was ultimately prosecuted by Asst. Attorney General Oronde Patterson and Midland County Prosecutor J.
Dee Brooks. During the seven day jury trial, testimony was presented from 23 witnesses and 119 exhibits were
admitted into evidence. The jury deliberated only about 8 hours.
Brooks says, “It was a great relief to be able to finally provide some justice to Diane Ross and her family, and to
help them find some closure to this horrific experience. It was a tremendous undertaking and could not have been
successful without the family’s and other witnesses’ cooperation, countless hours of investigation and trial
preparation by detectives Benzing and Holzinger, and my prosecution partner, Mr. Patterson. My staff also
provided a great deal of assistance, including many late nights, weekends and early mornings, and I would like to
thank everyone for all their help and assistance in prosecuting this case. Thank you all very much.”

Snow or No?
All trails at Pine Haven
Recreation Area are now open!
Hours: Dawn to dusk
Days: Sunday through Saturday
What is Pine Haven?
Miles and miles of wooded trails built on 325 acres of the most diverse terrain
in Midland County. Pine Haven was originally built as a cross-country ski area
and is posted throughout with signs indicating the degree of difficulty on each trail. So whether you are skiing,
hiking or mountain biking, you'll always know the challenge that lies ahead. But remember…Pine Haven is managed
by the County but is owned by the State of Michigan and is open for hunting.
Back to top

AVOID BURGLARIES WHILE ON
VACATION







The Michigan Sheriff ’s Association and Midland
County Sheriff Scott Stephenson offer the following
tips to help make your absence less noticeable and your
house less attractive to burglars when you travel this
holiday season:
 Lock all doors and windows – even the doors that
open into your garage. Make sure your locks are sturdy.
All entry doors should have deadbolts.
Put your newspaper and mail delivery on hold before you leave. Burglars really do look for piled up newspapers
and mail as a sign your home is empty and leaving mail unattended opens you up to potential identity theft.
Make arraignments for a neighbor to create car and foot tracks to your house if it snows while you are gone.
Have someone shovel your sidewalks and driveway while you’re away.
A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than some alarms. If you’re reluctant to leave your TV on while
you’re out of town, buy a device which works on a timer and simulates the flicking glow of a real television.
Make sure someone you trust in your neighborhood knows you’re out of town so they can watch for anything
suspicious. Neighbors may call 911 if they know you’re out of town and they see suspicious activity.
Avoid announcing your vacation on facebook or any other social networking site.
Welcome New (Nov.-Dec.) County Employees!
Scott Hepinstall, Juvenile Care Center
Dominic Williamson, Corrections
Michael Miller, Pinecrest Farms
Chaitlyn Dubay, County Clerk
Dominic Williams, Juvenile Care Center

Cristen Martin, Corrections
Steven Yax, Corrections
Deanna Seeman, Health Dept.
Kaylin Smith, Juvenile Care Center

In the Community
SHARING TREE LIGHTS UP LIVES
Join United Way of Midland County for another season of sharing and caring
in our community. United Way’s Sharing Tree program collects and
distributes over 9,500 gifts valued at over $360,000. Whether children need
warm coats and gloves for the winter, a mother wants a movie for family night,
or a father needs transportation vouchers so he can get to work, there are plenty
of opportunities to bring joy to those in need in the Midland community.
Sharing Tree tags go out on trees each November to area churches, businesses,
stores, corporations and the United Way office.

NEW THIS YEAR! SHARING TREE IMPACT STORE
This year the Sharing Tree Program is excited to announce the kick-off of its online Sharing Tree Impact Store. With
online shopping growing more popular year by year, the United Way saw an opportunity to create a larger impact
with the Sharing Tree Program. This store operates like most online shopping sites and allows users to find and
purchase basic need items or gifts to help bring holiday joy to those in need in the community. To purchase items or
to learn more visit the Sharing Tree Online Impact Store.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

November 2017

UPDATE

(clockwise from top left)

• Finish sanding is progressing nicely. Painters are working right behind them as work wraps up on phase 2 of 3 at
the Midland County Courthouse
• The new Main Street entry is taking shape. Windows and doors are next to be installed.
• Workers are nearly done with the lobby renovations. Heating and cooling, lighting, and fire suppression were all
added. A new acoustic fabric ceiling will provide the finish shortly.
• Giant plastic tubes will store runoff water underground, then slowly release it to Midland’s storm sewers. This
system helps us avoid flooding our downstream neighbors during periods of heavy rain.

Interested in volunteering with Midland County? Make a difference! Give back to the
community!
We have many ways you can become involved today.










Act 345 Retirement Board
Community Mental Health Services for Central Michigan
Board
Economic Development Corporation of County of
Midland
Employee Appreciation Committee
Juvenile Care Center Advisory Board
Midland County Building Authority
Midland County Community Corrections Advisory Board
Midland County Enviornmental Health Board of Appeals
Tri-City Airport Zoning Board

Connect and engage on our homepage (scroll to the bottom for volunteer opportunities) or call Jessica Gilkins,
administrative assistant to the Board of Commissioners, at (989) 832-6775 for more information.

COUNTY RESIDENTS CELEBRATE VETERANS DAY

Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?
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