DID YOU KNOW?

December 2016 Newsletter
Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting
agendas/minutes here.

WHO NEEDS A PUBLIC
GUARDIAN?
Ratification Day is observed every
year in January to celebrate the
signing of the Treaty of Paris on
January 14, 1784 at the Maryland
State House in Annapolis by the
Confederation Congress. This act
officially ended the American
Revolution and established the
United States as a sovereign entity.
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Simply put, “We take care of and
make decisions for people who are
unable to make them for themselves,”
says Midland County Public Guardian
Steve Wixson. But it’s really not
simple at all. The County’s Public
Guardian offers a long laundry list of
services to help clients live
successfully in our community –
everything from handling finances
and protecting a client’s estate to
arranging for housing and making
important phone calls. Clients are
charged for services according to a
fee schedule set by the Board of
Commissioners.
Working mostly from client referrals from hospitals, Pinecrest Farms, and
community agencies, the Probate Court appoints Steve to work with clients as
their guardian or conservator or both, depending on the clients’ specific needs.
Occasionally, he serves as a trustee for an individual or as a personal
representative for the estate of someone who is deceased – whatever legal role
the court needs to best serve the client. And, he works with Adult Protective
Services on some cases as well.
Steve says the variety of services he provides to clients requires him to be pretty
well-connected in the community and well-versed in state and federal benefits
programs. “The more knowledge I have about services and programs that are
available, the better I can serve and represent my clients, “ he explains. “I’m
always working to find ways to improve collaboration with organizations in the
county.” Learn more about guardianships and conservatorships.

MEET PUBLIC GUARDIAN STEVE WIXSON
IMPORTANT DATES
December – MSU Extension’s Fruit
Cake Month
December – Shop with a Hero at Meijer
Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 13 – Midland County Service
Awards
Dec. 21 – Winter Solstice
Dec. 24-25 – County offices closed for
Christmas holiday
Dec 31 - County offices closed for New
Year’s holiday

After earning degrees in social work and criminal justice at Saginaw Valley
State University and graduating from the Law Enforcement Academy at
Delta College, Steve Wixson started out his career in law enforcement. He
felt it wasn’t a good match and moved on to working with the
developmentally-disabled in Indiana. He soon began to see how his interest
in a career in social work could fit with his education. Five years ago, he
moved back to his hometown of Midland to serve as Public Guardian. He
is also a member of the Michigan Guardianship Association.
Living with his high-energy pointer mix, Sadie, Steve has found the best
way for both of them to unwind: running. Steve and his canine pal can
frequently be seen running through the streets of Midland, in training for
an upcoming race. In November, Steve competed in Detroit, in his third
marathon.

On Facebook this month…
Calling All Outdoor

Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks says recent incidents in Midland
County involving internet escort services remind us that you never know who
you are truly speaking with over the internet. Read more on Facebook.

Exercise Enthusiasts…
Midland County Parks and
Recreation plows two
stretches of the Pere
Marquette Rail Trail (Dublin
to 8 Mile and Lewis to
County Line) all winter for
your convenience. Be sure
to check the map for trail
details!
Jan. 1 – County offices closed for New
Year’s holiday
Jan.11 – Human Trafficking Awareness
Day
Jan. 14 – Ratification Day
Jan. 16 – County offices closed for Martin
Luther King, Jr’s Birthday
Jan. 16 – National Religious Freedom
Day
January 20 – Inauguration Day

From the office of
Emergency
Management…
IS YOUR HOME
READY FOR
WINTER
WEATHER?
• Make sure everyone
has warm clothing
• Keep some supplies
handy, such as a
battery-powered
flashlight, a weather
radio, portable radio, extra food, and water
• Have extra blankets on hand and items for infants, elderly and disabled
family members
• Be sure to have suitable shelter for pets with food and water
• Fully charge your cell phones and electronics
• Have you family emergency supply kit handy
Find more tips online from the Michigan Committee for Severe Weather
Awareness.

COURTHOUSE RENOVATION
PLANNING MOVES AHEAD
Fire suppression contractors are getting to work early
on design proposals in anticipation of the large
amount of design work needed to retrofit the historic
courthouse. The design of the fire suppression system
is expected to impact the later design of other systems
in the courthouse as well.
Last month, the Board of Commissioners approved
pre-funding capital projects at the courthouse totaling
$1.6 million. The pre-funded projects include energy
efficiency improvements such as HVAC upgrades and
LED lighting installation as well as projects involving
safety, security, and ADA compliance. Completing
these planned projects as part of the renovation construction will save the County approximately $750,000.

County of Midland Employment Opportunities
Janitorial Worker (Two Part-time Positions) - Previous work experience in custodial and
maintenance work required. Job requires frequent lifting of 50 pounds or more. High school diploma
or equivalent, and valid Michigan Driver’s License required.
Check out all of our job postings online.

BOARD APPROVES 2017 BUDGET
Midland County commissioners approved a 2017 budget that is balanced at $30.2 million, which is $30,000 higher in
expenses than the 2016 budget. To balance the 2017 budget, the county is anticipating using $1.9 million in surplus.
For 2017, property taxes are estimated to bring in just over $16 million for the general fund. Total revenue from all
millages is projected to be almost $33 million in 2017, a decrease from $35.32 million in 2016.
The full 2017 proposed budget is available online.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MARINES
On November 10, the U.S. Marine Corps celebrated its 241st
birthday nationwide. In Midland County, Marines and
supporters gathered at the Midland County Veterans
Memorial next to the courthouse. Read the birthday message
from the Commandant online.
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SAFEGUARD YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING
On-line shopping is a great way to save time, travel, and
money, but Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson
wants to remind shoppers to keep their identities safe this
season:
 Never give out your Social Security number - reputable
on-line merchants won’t ask for it.
 Only shop using secure websites displaying a security
certificate and “lock” in the bottom corner of your
browser window. Check unfamiliar companies by
searching the Better Business Bureau website at
www.bbb.org or by calling the Attorney General’s
Consumer Protection Division at 1-877-765-8388.
 Check out the merchant’s privacy and security policies.
 Avoid “spam” by creating an e-mail account that you
use only for ordering.
 Use the same credit card when making all on-line purchases.
 Watch those shipping charges. Carefully check and compare shipping and handling charges before ordering.
 Print out and keep copies of all receipts.
For more safety tips, visit the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association website at www.misheriff.org where you can sign up to
receive monthly newsletters. Founded in 1877, the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association is the oldest law enforcement
organization in Michigan.

VETERANS DAY 2016 AT THE MIDLAND
COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL

Across the Counties
ABOUT 1 IN 4 MICHIGAN COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS WILL BE NEW IN 2017
According to Michigan Association of Counties, Michigan’s
corps of county commissioners will greet 160 new members
(Updated 11-10-16) come January, based on a preliminary review
of unofficial results from the Nov. General Election. The
newcomers represent 26 percent of the state’s 622 county
commissioner seats.
Based on MAC reviews, turnover rates in county commissioner
seats range between 20 percent and 25 percent in any given
election. Commissioners serve two-year terms.
As the statewide association that represents county governments
in Michigan, MAC is gearing up for a series of “New
Commissioner Schools,” in partnership with MSU Extension, to
give newcomers an intensive look at their responsibilities.
MIDLAND COUNTY’S NEW COMMISSIONERS:
Jeanette M. Snyder – District 1
Robert Steven Glaser – District 3
Gaye Terwilliger – District 4

“New commissioners don’t have a great deal of time to prep
before their county responsibilities fall on them in January,”
explained Tim McGuire, long-time MAC executive director,
who will be leaving at the end of 2016. “These programs play
an essential role in aiding public servants.”

COMMISSIONER NOESEN’S NEW
HOBBY
County Commissioner Scott Noesen took up
performing with the White Pine Pipe & Drums
as a “walk-on” just three years ago. The group
trained him, and he now plays with the band at
20-25 events each year, such as funerals,
concerts, and honoraries.
He is pictured at left playing the bass drum at a
St. Patrick’s Day concert at Sanford Lake Bar &
Grill. Call Scott at 989-948-3654 for more info
on the band.
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In the Community
SANTA HOUSE OPENS FOR SEASON
With the annual Courthouse Lighting event in November,
the Midland Area Community Foundation kicked off the
official Santa House season in downtown Midland. With
tours aboard the new Northern Star trackless train and
shopping on Thursday nights at Winter Village, there's
something for everyone to enjoy. Check the schedule of the
Santa House season online and find out how to volunteer.

SOLAR SYSTEM SCULPTURE UPDATE
Members of the City of Coleman Public Works Department,
Midland County Parks and Recreation Department and
Coleman Tank factory installed the 90-inch diameter metal
“Sun” next to the Pere Marquette Rail Trail in downtown
Coleman.
Supervising the installation, project designer and lead volunteer
Bob Mass said the other planets are being fabricated and are
expected to be installed this winter.

COUNTY WINS WAR, UNITED WAY WINS BIG
The annual United Way campaign wrapped up in October with the annual
Change 4 Change competition which pits the County against the City in a
local coin war. The County made a final push to sabotage the City’s
collection during the coin war by adding $160 in paper bills to their
collection at the last minute.
The County won the contest, with both organizations collecting $561 for the
United Way in the fun event. Including employee pledges and other fundraising events, the County raised $20,229
for United Way.

TEST YOUR HOME FOR RADON
The Midland County Health Department reminds us that
January is National Radon Action Month. Radon, a Class
A carcinogen, is known to cause cancer in humans.
“The problem is, many people don’t realize it could be
lurking in their homes at an unsafe level,” says Robert
Wolfe, senior registered sanitarian with Midland County
Health Department, Environmental Health Services.
Experts estimate that nearly one in eight Michigan homes
has an elevated radon level. It comes primarily from
surrounding soil entering through openings in your home’s foundation floor and lower basement wall openings,
such as sump openings and penetrations for plumbing, wiring, and ductwork not properly sealed.
The problem for people occurs when radon and decay products are breathed in. Get your home tested. Free test
kits are available from the Midland County Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Services Division,
and homeowners can complete the test in less than a week. Read more about radon testing in Midland County.

WINTER WEATHER OUTLOOK 2017
What does The Weather Company predict for this
winter? A near-average one for Michigan.
The East may see colder than average temperatures
this winter, especially earlier in the season. An
atmospheric response to the expected weak
La Niña in January will allow warmer temps in the
East, and colder conditions in the Pacific NW.
The Southwest expects persistent above-average
temps. Read more.
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