DID YOU KNOW?

October 2018 Newsletter
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 4-H MONTH

The Midland Farmer’s Market is
still open on Wednesdays, 11:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m., and on Saturdays,
7:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. through October
27th. New this year the Saturday
market will be open the first three
Saturdays of November from 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. If you can’t make it
down yourself, market partner Run
Around Errand Service can make the
trip for you.
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October is National 4-H Month and the month when
first club meetings are held by many of the 45 clubs
active in Midland County as we start our new program
year. This is a great time for parents who are interested
in learning more about 4-H and the opportunities it can
provide for their youth to contact Dee Howe, Midland
County 4-H Program Coordinator, at 989-928-1773
or howedolo@anr.msu.edu. Besides the year-long clubs, Midland County
also offers SPIN (SPecial INterest) clubs such as Beginning Sewing, WeDo
Lego Robotics, Jams and Jellies, Cake Decorating, Babysitting Basics, and
Monarch Butterflies. 4-H summer camps are held every summer in June
for both Cloverbuds (ages 5-7) and Overnight Camp (ages 8-14).
4-H is the youth development program of Michigan State University
Extension. Participation in 4-H has been shown to help youth build
important life skills and the assets they need to live healthy and
productive lives. Our mission is to create nonformal, education
opportunities to help youth thrive in a complex and changing world.

NOTABLE DATES
October – National Chili Month
Oct. 1 – World Vegetarian Day
Oct. 1 – Child Health Day
Oct. 2 – Employee Appreciation
Awards (Bd of Comm. 9:00 am)
Oct. 6-7 – Annual Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Weekend
Oct. 7-13 – Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 8 – Columbus Day
Oct 9 – Deadline to register to vote
in November election

HOW MUCH DOES THAT MILLAGE COST ME?
You hear it all the time - millage for this, millage for that, but what
does that millage cost me? There’s a nifty tool on the Midland County
Website that will calculate the annual cost of any millage for you. Here’s
how:
1. Open the Interactive Maps on the Midland County Website
2. Accept Terms
3. Click Search (magnifying glass) to find property by address, name
or parcel ID
4. Click Tools (wrench) and Select Miscellaneous Tools

Oct. 10 - Stop Bullying Day

5. Enter the Millage Rate

Oct. 12 – National Farmers Day/MSU
Extension

6. Click
to autofill the
taxable value for the
property or manually enter
value.

Oct 14-20 - Earth Sciences Week
Oct. 16 – Boss’s Day
Oct. 24 - Hazardous Waste
Collection
Oct. 27 – Make a Difference Day
Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Time ends;
change your smoke alarm batteries
Nov. 6 – Election Day
Nov. 6 - Board of Commissioners
adopts general appropriations
resolution and budget
Nov. 10 - Mid-Land Run Half
Marathon
Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day

7. Click Run to calculate the
annual cost of the millage
for the property.
8. In this example the RSO
Millage of 0.4 would cost
this homeowner $68.96
per year based on current
taxable value.
Please note this feature is not available for properties in the City of
Midland. Taxable values are available on the City Website. Multiply the
taxable value by the millage rate and divide by 1,000 for your cost.

Nov 12 - County Offices Closed in
Observance of Veteran’s Day
Nov. 15 - Great American Smokeout
Nov. 17 - National Adoption Day
Nov. 22-23 - County offices closed
for Thanksgiving

Now find all the latest actions
of the Board of Commissioners
online!
Check the Board’s Meeting
Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes
for all Board and Committee
meetings on BoardDocs. Watch
a meeting as it’s happening on
View Live Meeting.
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HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
The last Hazardous Waste Collection day
of 2018 will be Wednesday, October 24th.
Midland County residents may dispose
of household items that are considered
hazardous, such as chemicals, oil-based
paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides,
household cleaning products, certain auto
products, mercury, and medicines.
Appointments are required, For more
information and to schedule appointments
click here or call the Midland County
Health Department at 989-832-6681. Be
prepared to indicate the type and amount of materials you wish to drop
off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed
to drop off materials.
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UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN
Midland County Untied Way Co-chairs Jessica Gilkins, Board of
Commissioners, Marisa Boulton, Community Corrections, and Shelly
Peters, District Court kicked off the 2018 campaign by announcing the
County’s goal of $22,000.
This year’s campaign theme is “Giving Has Sweet Rewards: Support
United Way” and includes games and prizes along with Jean Day for
United Way and Corn hole for a Cause. Staff can also Send an Emoji-gram
to other County employees.
Midland Count Administrator/Controller Bridgette Grandsen is the Campaign Chair for 2018 and says
“I think of United Way as the community safety net that improves peoples lives so they don’t fall, but is
ready to catch them if they do.”
Investing in your community is an investment in
the future. There are many ways you can financially
support United Way of Midland County. You can
donate through your workplace campaign, give
directly, donate stock or donate through planned
giving. Every single donation makes a difference in
the lives of people right here in Midland County.
Click here for more information.

Click image to view campaign video
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PINECREST STAFF HOSTS TEAM BUILDING, TRAINING EVENT
On September 18 Pinecrest Farms welcomed experts from Eagle Village to conduct staff training on
leadership, communication, team building cohesiveness and best practices for self-care.
Trainers Daniel Hunt and Don Guernsey led discussions, used examples of team work, and talked
about the emotional and physical importance for caring for oneself. A
consistent message was the importance of care givers taking care of
themselves to avoid burn out and frustration. Care givers are naturally
the ones to help support and nurture family and friends, as well as the
daily residents, often at the expense of caring for themselves.
Staff participated in a trust exercise that required them to rely on verbal
communication and trust to demonstrate the importance of team
work and understanding other people’s perception. It was also pointed
out that positive change needs to be intentional and requires a deep
commitment from staff, volunteers, and leadership.
Being a new employee can be especially challenging for a longestablished team, like Pinecrest. Therefore, a welcoming environment
is critical for new staff and even new residents. An
often-overlooked part of working in a team is body
language. Daniel and Don explained that even small
gestures such as eye contact and high fives can lead
to an improved work culture. To show how small
gestures connect an entire team an exercise using
string and climbing rope was used to visually show
how a team is connected.
Some key takeaways for the staff included the
importance of listening, having empathy, not making
excuses, and never blaming anyone else. The trainers
described specific examples of how the military
applies ownership techniques and how the success of a team relies on every member working towards a
specific goal.
Eagle Village works with all ages on a variety of topics. The trainers at Pinecrest work closely with
Northwood athletics, the Central Michigan women’s basketball team, and the Ferris State Division II
National men’s basketball championship team. For more than 50 years Eagle Village has been helping
Michigan children and groups through changing attitudes, overcoming challenges, and motivation for
growth. Learn more about programs and opportunities at eaglevillage.org

COUNTY BUDGET HEARING
The Midland County 2019 Budget hearing is scheduled for
October 16th at in the Board Room on the first floor of the
County Services Building, 220 W. Ellsworth St in Midland. The
meeting is open to the public.
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What is the flu?
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness
that can cause mild to severe infection in the
nose, throat, and lungs. In some cases, serious
flu-related complications, like pneumonia,
can lead to hospitalization and even death.
Please remember the flu vaccine protects
against respiratory influenza, NOT noro-like GI
symptoms (“stomach flu”).

FLU CLINICS AVAILABLE AT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Remaining Midland County Health Department flu clinic dates are:
• October 11, 2018 - 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
• October 25, 2018 - 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
• November 8, 2018 - 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
• November 29, 2018 - 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
More dates may be added based on demand.
All flu clinics will be held in the Board of Commissioner’s room of the County Services Building, 220
W. Ellsworth St., Midland
The Health Department has a limited supply of the FluMist (nasal flu) this year along with all other
injectable forms of the flu vaccine (except intradermal). However, some flu vaccines do have age
restrictions.
For more details on costs and insurance considerations, visit the website.

TY

MIDLAND COUN

Calling all auction lovers and bargain seekers, Friday, October 26,
2018 at 4:00pm, the County will hold its Annual Auction at the
Sanford Lake Park boat parking lot. There will be cars and trucks
along with a tractor, mowers, floor scrubbers, office furniture and
more on the block. Go to furloauction.com for details.
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KEEP YOUR KIDS SAFE
ON HALLOWEEN

Halloween is right around the corner and soon out streets will be filled with ghosts, goblins and witches
trick or treating.
To ensure this Halloween is safe for your children, Sheriff Stephenson offers the following safety tips:
🎃🎃 Costumes should be short enough to prevent tripping. Masks should not be too restrictive with
adequate holes for proper respiration and peripheral vision. Consider using cosmetics to create
fun or scary faces instead of masks.
🎃🎃 Watch costumed children around pets. The pet may not recognize the child and become
frightened, especially if the child is using a prop such as a sword or dagger as part of their
costume.
🎃🎃 Avoid hard plastic or wooden props, opting instead for items made of foam or rubber which is soft
and flexible.
🎃🎃 To help make your child more visible after dark, trick-or-treaters should carry a brightly colored
bag and flashlight or a glow stick. Add reflective tape to the sides, front and back of your child’s
costume.
🎃🎃 At all times, watch for traffic and avoid walking in the street whenever possible.
🎃🎃 An adult should always accompany young children. A parent should stay within close range of
young children at all times and children should never be allowed to go down a street alone. Walk
with your children to each house and wait near the porch or front entrance of the home until they
return.
🎃🎃 Older children should travel in pairs or in groups at all times while trick-or-treating and never
venture down a dark, empty street.
🎃🎃 Parents should know the route their children are taking. Children should always walk together to
the front door of each house and only cross the street at crosswalks.
🎃🎃 Dark, unlit homes should be avoided.
🎃🎃 Children should save their candy until they get home so you can inspect it. Discard any
unwrapped or suspicious looking treats. If your child does get sick, call your family doctor or
hospital emergency room immediately and save all wrappers. It is also helpful to determine what
he or she ate and which house it came from.
🎃🎃 Keep flammable items, such as your jack-o-lantern, away from small children, pets and flammable
materials such as draperies, furniture and paper decorations. Never leave a candle burning
unattended.
“Halloween is a fun time in Midland County,” Sheriff Stephenson concluded. “Let’s make it a safe time as
well.”
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SRO
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PREVENT
BULLYING

TIPS TO HELP YOU
AND YOUR CHILD

Bullying, when one child picks on another repeatedly, continues to be a problem in schools. Bullying
can be physical, verbal or social and can have tragic consequences. Midland County Sheriff Scott
Stephenson wants to help ensure your child is safe from bullying at school and promote an atmosphere
where problems can be worked out constructively, rather than violently. The following are just a few
tips to help you whether your child is being bullied, your child IS the bully or your child observes bullying.
When your child is bullied:
Help your child learn how to respond by teaching
your child how to:
• Look the bully in the eye.
• Stand tall and stay calm in a difficult situation.
• Walk away.
• Teach your child how to say in a firm voice:
-- I don’t like what you are doing.
-- Please do NOT talk to me like that.
-- Why would you say that?
• Teach your child when and how to ask for
help.
• Encourage your child to make friends with
other children.
• Support activities that interest your child.
• Alert school officials to the problems and
work with them on solutions.
• Make sure an adult who knows about bullying
can watch out for your child’s safety and wellbeing when you are not there.

When your child is the bully:
• Be sure your child knows that bullying is
NEVER OK.
• Set firm and consistent limits on your
child’s aggressive behavior.
• Be a positive role model. Show children
they can get what they want without
teasing, threatening or hurting someone.
• Use effective, non-physical discipline,
such as loss of privileges.
When your child is a bystander:
• Tell your child not to cheer on or even
quietly watch bullying.
• Encourage your child to tell a trusted
adult about the bullying.
• Help your child support other children
who may be bullied. Encourage your child
to include these children in activities.
• Encourage your child to join with others in
telling bullies to stop.

Sheriff Stephenson added “Make sure to get the school’s administration involved. We are fortunate to
have teachers in the Midland community that care about the students and are trained to handle these
situations. The school’s teachers and administrators want to know if this behavior is going on in their
school so they can put a stop to it.”
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTIES
INFLATION AND PROPOSAL A
Inflation will remain just under 3 percent this year, according to projections by the University of
Michigan charted by the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Under Proposal A, annual increases in
taxable values of homes cannot exceed 5 percent or the rate of inflation, whichever is lower. For more
on the effects of Proposal A on property tax revenues on counties, see this presentation from the
independent Citizens Research Council of Michigan.

Click here to read the full report.

Want to receive a reminder each month
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