DID YOU KNOW?
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CONGRATULATIONS CATHY LUNSFORD!

November 1924 - First US NHL
franchise, Boston Bruins was
founded. The Montreal Canadiens
and Toronto Maple Leafs were the
first to form and addition of the
Chicago Blackhawks, Detroit Red
Wings and New York Rangers made
the Original Six teams.

IN THIS ISSUE

Congratulations to Midland County Treasurer
Cathy Lunsford, who was elected to the
board of the Michigan Association of County
Treasurers during their summer meeting.
She will serve on the board of Directors for
the next 6 years, beginning as Treasurer,
and moving into the roll as President of the
Association in August of 2022. Cathy has been
an active member of the organization since
being appointed County Treasurer serving
on the Education Committee, as a Regional
Director and Registration Chair.
The Michigan Association of County Treasurers provides educational
and professional growth opportunities for county treasurers,
encourages efficiencies in county government and is proactive in State
legislation and regulations, which affect county government, property
tax collection and treasury management.

Congratulations Cathy Lunsford

FLU CLINICS AT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Flu Cinics

Remaining Midland County Health Department
flu clinic dates are:

GIS Voter App
Pinecrest Celebrates Resident
Appreciation Week

• November 8, 2018 - 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Local First Responders Honored

• November 29, 2018 - 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

County Employees Honored

More dates may be added based on demand.

Clean Out Your Refrigerator Day

All flu clinics will be held in the Board of
Commissioner’s room of the County Services Building, 220 W. Ellsworth
St., Midland

Students Restore Veterans Memorial
Veterans Day Ceremony
Halloween at the County Building
Prepare Now for Winter Weather
Stay Warm and Safe
Upcoming Events
School Resource Officers Millage
Around the Counties

The Health Department has a limited supply of the FluMist (nasal flu)
this year along with all other injectable forms of the flu vaccine (except
intradermal). However, some flu vaccines do have age restrictions.
For more details on costs and insurance considerations, visit the
website.

NOTABLE DATES
November is Adoption Awareness
Month
Nov. 4-10 Animal Shelter
Appreciation Week
Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Time ends;
change your smoke alarm batteries
Nov. 5-9 - Winter Hazards
Awareness Week
Nov. 6 – Election Day
Nov. 6 - Board of Commissioners
adopts general appropriations
resolution and budget

VOTE NOVEMBER 6TH! COUNTY GIS CAN HELP!
It’s time to vote, now where
do I vote? The new County
app using the Geographical
Information System (GIS) can
help! Click Here, enter your
street address and you’ll get
your precinct info, polling
place address along with a
map showing your precinct
boundaries and poll location.
For more fun click around the
map and see poll locations
throughout the County.

Nov. 10 - Mid-Land Run Half
Marathon
Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day
Nov 12 - County Offices Closed in
Observance of Veteran’s Day
Nov. 15 - Great American Smokeout
Nov. 18 - National Adoption Day
Nov. 18-24 Games and Puzzle Week
Nov. 22-23 - County offices closed
for Thanksgiving
Nov. 27 - Santa Arrives in Midland
Courthouse Lighting, 7:00 pm
Dec. 1-2, Zonta Homewalk
Dec. 7 Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 21 Winter Solstice
Dec. 24-25, County offices closed for
Christmas Holiday
Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - County offices closed
for New Year’s holiday
Jan. 21 - County offices closed for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Now find all the latest actions
of the Board of Commissioners
online!
Check the Board’s Meeting
Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes
for all Board and Committee
meetings on BoardDocs. Watch
a meeting as it’s happening on
View Live Meeting.
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PINECREST CELEBRATES RESIDENT
APPRECIATION WEEK
October 15 - 19 was a week of fun
and gratitude as Pinecrest honored its
residents with Resident Appreciation
Week. The annual tradition at
Pinecrest always works on getting
more creative and providing a variety of fun.
Each day of the week was themed, and they included tailgate football
day, Hawaiian themed, Pajama day and Disney Day on Friday. The
themed days included meals, snacks and parties throughout the week.
Due to weather, an outing to Grandma’s pumpkin patch on Monday was
cancelled but residents still got to enjoy Fall color tour rides around
the county. Tuesday featured Town’s End Clydesdales and Carriage
Rides and Wednesday welcomed a caricaturist to the facility. On
Hawaiian day residents wore their luau wear. The week was closed by a
comfortable pajama day and day themed around Disney music, movies
and characters.
Pinecrest Farm’s Activity Director, Liz Foster, planned the entire week
around what the residents wanted as well as a few surprises. Resident
Appreciation week was a time to not only have fun and enjoy unique
events but a time for the Pinecrest staff to demonstrate their deep
gratitude and care for them.
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LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS HONORED
Three local law enforcement and fire department
officials, along with one long-serving family,
were recently honored for their dedication to
the community as the 2018 Carl and Esther
Gerstacker Police and Firefighters of the Year.
Midland County Deputy Ann Gaydos was
nominated by fellow employees for “Her chipper
and positive personality is refreshing in a job
that can at times be stressful and draining. She is
always enjoyable to work with no matter what the
circumstances.”
Since 1996, Gaydos has served the Midland
County Sheriff’s Office and Midland community.
Her radiant personality has been observed at both
the Law Enforcement Center and Midland County
Jail. She now serves as jail visitation clerk.

In front, from left: Jerome Township Fire Department firefighters Bobby Bailey
and Bob Bailey, Midland County Sheriff Deputy Ann Gaydos, Midland Fire
Department Firefighter Jim Daveluy and Midland Police Officer John Dubois.
In back, from left: Jerome Township Fire Department Battalion Chief Jim Bailey
and Firefighter Paul Bailey.

Also recognized with the Gerstacker award is the
Bailey family of the Jerome Township Fire Department, Midland Police Officer John DuBois and
Midland Fire Department Firefighter Jim Daveluy.

COUNTY EMPLOYEES HONORED
The Midland County Employee Appreciation
Program was established in 1991 to recognize
employees who go beyond their normal job
duties. The following employees were recently
awarded the 2017 Employee Appreciation Award
on behalf of the Midland County Employee
Appreciation Committee and the Board of
Commissioners.
• Ryan Taylor — Midland County Jail
• Jessica Fetterman — Mosquito Control
• Tina McLaughlin — Probate and Family Court
From left to right, Top row: Chris Cantrell, William Yurcso, Amanda Hausmann,
Meghann Cowger, Nick Solosky, Ben Hinson, Mark Taglauer; Bottom row:
Andy Abnet, Lisa Maxwell, Jessica Fetterman, Rob Maxwell, Sarah Allen, Tina
McLaughlin, Beth Murray, Emily Elliott

• Beth Murray — Register of Deeds Office
• Emily Elliot — County Clerk’s Office
• Bryan Kryzanowicz — Sheriff’s Office

• Sarah Allen and Sandra LaPrad — Health Department
• Nate Kravat, Lisa Maxwell, William Yurcso and Andy Abnet — IT
Department
• Meghann Cowger, Alesha Grant and Rob Maxwell — Pinecrest Farms
• Amanda Hausmann — Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
• Ben Hinson, Mark Taglauer and Nick Solosky — Sheriff/Jail
• Ryan Taylor, Facilities Department
November 2018
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HAPPY CLEAN OUT YOUR REFRIGERATOR DAY!
Yes you read that right; November 15 is National Clean out Your Refrigerator Day. It is not another
greeting card holiday; there are a few stories as to where this famous day originated from. One website
claims it is a Whirlpool Appliance ad campaign from years ago, other sites say it was created to get
consumers to make space for Thanksgiving. Regardless, it is a good idea to take stock and determine
just how long some of those items have been in your refrigerator. Believe it or not, home refrigerators
should not be the cultivating spot for science experiments.
Here are a few helpful steps to assist in making that cleaning job happen more quickly:
• Dispose: Start by taking everything out of the fridge
and placing it on your countertops. If you will be
at this task for a while (more than an hour), have a
cooler handy for perishables. Check dates for expired
foods, it is time to toss and purge! The United States
Department of Agriculture has created a storage
chart for recommendations of how long to keep
leftovers.
• Consolidate: If you have two half empty jars of
pickles, combine them to save space – just make sure
one of them has not out lived its expiration date.
• Dismantle: Take out shelves and drawers so you
can give the inside of the refrigerator a good, deep
cleaning with hot, soapy water. Wipe down the
interior, wash the shelves and drawers. Clean up all
the drippings and spills. Let everything air dry before
reassembling.
• Get the door: Make sure you clean all the pockets
on the door, wipe down the seal around the edge of
the door as well. Don’t forget to clean the handle and
front of the appliance.
• Keep it clean: Michigan State University Extension
recommends removing any expired food from the
refrigerator once a week and placing a container of
baking soda in the refrigerator to help control odors.
Now that you have cleaned and organized your refrigerator, it would be a great time to set some new
ground rules. Start by labeling and dating what is in your leftover containers, this way you know what
you are saving for another meal. Time flies when we are having fun – something you might have tucked
away in the refrigerator for another time has suddenly been saved for a couple of weeks, instead of a
couple of days and is no longer a safe leftover. By labeling and dating, you will know what you have in the
container.
Consider starting an inventory sheet. This is helpful when it comes to using remaining leftovers and
meal planning. Tips like these help reduce waste, save money and keep your family from experiencing a
possible food poisoning. Keeping your refrigerator clean can also prevent bacteria from growing in it.
Don’t wait until National Clean Out Your Refrigerator Day, make it a monthly event to treat your
refrigerator well and it will take care of the foods you love.
Finally if you have questions about food safety, use Michigan State Extension’s Food Safety Hotline, call
810-285-9565. The hotline will assist in answering your food safety questions.
November 2018
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
WORK ON VETERANS
MEMORIAL

November 2018

This fall Dow High Art Students took time out of their busy
schedule to continue the annual paver renovation project at the
Midland County Veterans Memorial. The students draw a great
deal of satisfaction in being able to serve these veterans and their
families in this unique way.
This activity tends to attract citizens as they drive or walk by
and they respond with positive and kind comments about the
students and their work. The Midland County Amvets Post 3652
has made this activity possible with contributions to the school art
department to purchase art supplies such as large canvas roll for
constructing painting surfaces, power tools for various forms of
sculpture, and general replacement of art brushes and supplies.
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THE 100TH YEAR OF THE WAR TO END ALL WARS
VETERANS DAY
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Chemical City Post #3651 in Midland, MI, cordially invites the
citizens of Midland County to participate in a Veterans Day Ceremony at the Midland County
Courthouse on Sunday Nov. 11, 2018.
This event recognizes all veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces who have served our country with
dignity and honor. The date of Veterans Day is of significance as it symbolizes the armistice of
World War I. The armistice was called the end of “the war to end all wars,” and the cessation
occurred at the 11th hour, on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918. The first Armistice
Day was commemorated Nov. 11, 1919, and later the commemoration became Veterans Day,
which is recognized at 11 a.m. every November 11th.
The Midland County Veterans Day Ceremony begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 11:30 a.m. It will
take place at the Veterans Memorial in front of the Midland County Courthouse in downtown
Midland. Lunch will be served at the VFW following the ceremony.
The keynote speaker will be Vietnam War veteran Specialist Gary Purcell. Specialist Purcell
served in Vietnam during the 1969-1970 as an infantryman with Charlie Company 2bn/3bde
in the 199th Infantry. During Gary’s tour in Vietnam he earned the Combat Infantry Badge
and was awarded the Army Commendation Medal with an Oak Leaf Cluster for his military
service in hostile actions. Specialist Gary Purcell has served our community selflessly as
a volunteer firefighter, a reserve sheriff deputy, CPR instructor for the Red Cross and
has taught Tae Kwon Do for over 30 years as a 7th degree black belt instructor. Gary still
continues to serve veterans as a Peer Support Specialists in Vet to Vet groups and as mentor
for Veteran’s court. Gary is most proud of his family and granddaughter.
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Students from St. Brigid of Kildare
School in Midland visited the County
Services Building for a fun round of
Trick-or-Treating!
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PREPARE NOW FOR WINTER WEATHER
Winter weather is coming - prepare your vehicles now
with these recommendations from Midland County
Emergency Management and the Michigan Committee
for Severe Weather Awareness
Be sure the vehicle is winterized by late fall. This includes
having the proper mix of antifreeze and water in the
cooling system, topping off the windshield washing
solution, and checking the tire treads. Have a mechanic
check the belts, hoses, tires, battery, and coolant.
Keep the fuel tank near full, as low fuel levels can
cause condensation to form, degrading fuel quality and
possibly causing the fuel line to freeze. Additionally, gas
stations may be closed during a severe winter storm, so it is wise to fill up if storm warnings are being
broadcasted.
Prepare an Auto Emergency Preparedness kit. Your car should always be equipped with emergency
supplies. Keep the following items stored in a portable container:
-- A small battery powered radio (AM is sufficient) and extra batteries
-- Flashlight with extra batteries
-- Cellular phone / Phone book and phone list/Cell phone charger or spare battery pack
-- Windshield scraper
-- Jumper cables
-- Fire extinguisher
-- Maps / GPS Unit
-- Blanket and extra clothes
-- Flares
-- Bottled water and non-perishable, high energy foods.
-- First aid kit
-- Tire repair kit and pump
-- Tow chain or rope and Shovel
-- De-icer and extra antifreeze
-- “Call Police” or other “Help” sign

COUNTY EMPLOYEES EXCEED GOAL!
Thank you to all County employees for your generosity, we’ve
exceeded our goal of $22k and we’re still counting! We hope
you enjoyed the fun activities throughout the campaign and we
want to thank Co-chairs Jessica Gilkins, Board of Commissioners,
Marisa Boulton, Community Corrections, and Shelly Peters,
District Court for all of their hard work!
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STAYING WARM AND SAFE
Each year, fire claims the lives of 4,000 Americans, injures tens of thousands, and cause billions of
dollars of damage. People living in rural areas are more than twice as likely to die in a fire as those living
in mid-sized cities or suburban areas. The misuse of wood stoves, fireplaces, portable space heaters, and
kerosene heaters is especially common in rural areas.
The United States Fire Administration (USFA) believes rural fire problems can be reduced by teaching
people to recognize potential hazards. The following precautionary steps can greatly reduce an
individual’s chances of becoming a fire casualty:
Wood Stoves
Wood stoves cause over 9,000
residential fires every year. Carefully
follow the manufacturer’s installation
and maintenance instructions. Check
for cracks and inspect legs, hinges,
and door seals for smooth joints and
seams. Use only seasoned wood for
fuel, not green wood, artificial logs,
or trash. Inspect and clean your pipes
and chimneys annually, and check
monthly for damage or obstructions.
Be sure to keep combustible objects
at least three feet away from your
wood stove.
Electric Space Heaters
Only buy a heater with the Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL) safety listing. Check to make sure it has a
thermostat control mechanism, and will switch off automatically if the heater tips over. “Space” heaters
need their space. They are not dryers or tables; don’t dry clothes or store objects on top of your heater.
Keep combustibles at least three feet away. Never use an extension cord and always unplug your
electric space heater when it is not in use.
Kerosene Heaters
Buy only UL-approved heaters, and check with your local fire department on the legality of using a
kerosene heater in your community. Never fill your heater with gasoline or camp stove fuel; both flare
up easily. Only use crystal clear K-1 kerosene. Never overfill any portable heater or fill when it is still hot.
Only use the kerosene heater in a well ventilated room.
Wood Burning Fireplaces
Fireplaces regularly build up creosote in their chimneys. Fireplaces need to be cleaned out frequently
and chimneys should be inspected for obstructions and cracks to prevent deadly chimney and roof
fires. Check to make sure the damper is open before starting any fire. Never burn trash, paper, or green
wood in your fireplace. These materials cause heavy creosote build-up and are difficult to control. Use
a screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough to cover the entire opening of the fireplace
to prevent sparks from igniting carpet, furniture or other combustible items. Don’t wear loose-fitting
clothes near any open flame. Make sure the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to
bed. Store cooled ashes in a tightly sealed metal container outside the home.
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Join Us In Celebration
of the U.S. Marine Corps
243rd Birthday

Saturday Nov. 10th
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Veteran’s Memorial
Midland, MI

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Midland County
Courthouse Lighting
Nov. 27th, 7:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY WISHES GALA BENEFITS
MIDLAND COUNTY Community Wishes invites you to the a part of the biggest and best holiday
charity event - the 2018 Holiday Wishes Gala. Portions of the funds raised
SEARCH AND
will be donated to the Midland County Search and Rescue Team, a volunteer
organization that works under the approval of the Midland County Sheriff.
RESCUE
MCSAR offers support, assistance and management when someone goes
missing in Mid-Michigan.
Thursday Dec. 16, 5:30-9:00 pm
Great Hall Banquet and Convention Center, Midland
November 2018
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SRO
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTIES
CHINA’S CURB ON RECYCLING CHALLENGES COUNTIES
County recycling programs around the country have taken a hit — with recyclables bringing in about half
of what they did in early 2017 — because of China’s crackdown on what recyclables they will accept.
The globe’s largest importer of recycled goods put the world on notice late last year that it would no
longer accept recyclables containing more than 0.5 percent contamination, a standard most say is next
to impossible to meet. Veterans in the business say they don’t expect any changes soon and in fact, call it
“the new normal.”
“It’s certainly had a financial impact — commodities we sold six months ago are no longer selling at that
price,” said Elisa Seltzer, director, Emmet County, Mich. Department of Public Works, who got into the
recycling business about 30 years ago.
Although Emmet County never exported its recyclables to China, it’s now facing more competition for
its local markets (27 factories, mostly in Michigan) buying recyclables.
More recyclables in the marketplace means factories are paying less. “People were getting $160, $180
a ton for cardboard where now they might be getting $70 or $80 a ton for cardboard,” Seltzer said.
Newsprint prices have dropped from about $85 per ton to $50 per ton. Read More...

Want to receive a reminder each month
when our newsletter is published?

SUBSCRIBE
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