January 2019 Newsletter
EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARDS

Midland County Employees were recognized for years of service in December.
See page 4 for details.
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FIDO NEEDS A LICENSE
All dogs are required, by law, to be licensed within the
county they reside within 30 days of turning four (4)
months of age, or within 30 days of acquiring a dog older
than four months or within 30 days of moving to Midland
County. If the dog is not licensed in a timely manner, a
$20 delinquent fee will be assessed. The Midland County
Dog License Program includes one-year and three-year
licenses available for purchase throughout the year.
Licenses should be renewed by the last day of the month in which the
rabies vaccination expires. To qualify for a three-year license the dog must have received a new
three-year rabies vaccination within the past 30 days. Learn more online or contact your veterinarian.

GET READY TO TRAVEL!
Does your New Years Resolution involve travel abroad? Did
you know the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office handles passport
applications at their Courthouse location. The office can
process new applications as well as renewals for children
under 16.
There is a $35.00 fee (payable to Midland County Clerk)
for processing the applications, (this is for first time
applications or applications for children under 16, or who
were under 16 when their current passport was issued). Bring your
certified birth certificate, driver’s license and a check book at the time of application. You will also
need a passport photo (the office will take the photo for $15.00).
If you qualify for a Passport Renewal, the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office can provide you with a form and
can take a photo. This Office cannot process Passport Renewals. If the passport or passport card is for a
minor child, both parents and the child must be present at the time of application.
For further information please call the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office at (989) 832-6735 or go to their
website.

NOTABLE DATES
January is National Radon Action Month

Feb. 1 - National Wear Red Day

January is National Blood Donor Month

Feb. 14 - Valentines Day

Jan. 9 - National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Feb. 18 - President’s Day

Jan. 11 - Human Trafficking Awareness Day
Jan. 13 - National Religious Freedom Day
Jan. 14 - Ratification Day
Jan. 21 - County offices closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS KICKS OFF NEW YEAR
The Midland County Board of Commissioners held their annual organizational session on January
3rd and re-elected Mark Bone as Chair and Jim Geisler as Vice-Chair. The Board also adopted the
Organizational Information that includes commissioner information, committee assignments and
meeting schedules for 2019 as well as rules governing the board and the County mission statement and
objectives. Click here for the full text.
2019 MIDLAND COUNTY GOVERNMENT MISSION AND OBJECTIVES
The mission of the Midland County Board of Commissioners is to protect the health, welfare and safety
of the residents of our community and our employees. The Board will demonstrate fiscal responsibility,
maintain credibility and build public trust; assume leadership in the development and/or improvement
of county services and programs that promote the economic excellence of the county. The Board will
provide for the delivery of essential services through cooperative interaction with all county elected
officials, other units of government and
community agencies.
The following objectives have been
formulated to achieve this mission:
1.

To develop a fiscally responsible
annual budget.

2.

To ensure checks and balances in
all legal and financial transactions.

3.

Promote procedures in county
offices that will best protect and
serve all the citizens of Midland
County.

4.

To promote programs which will
improve the health, welfare, and
safety of the residents of our
community and our employees.

5.

To encourage citizen participation
in county government.

6.

To recognize the special
needs and the problems of the
youth, elderly, handicapped,
underprivileged, and addicted.

Midland County Board of Commissioners (front row left to right):
District 4-Gaye Terwillegar, District 5-James Geisler (Vice-Chair),
District 1-Jeanette Snyder, (back row left to right) District 6-Eric
Dorrien, District 2-Mark Bone (Chair), District 3-Steve Glaser, District
7-Scott Noesen.

7.

To continue efforts, through
economic development and other
available agencies, to maintain
and increase employment
opportunities in Midland County and the Midland County area.

8.

To hire competent, qualified people and provide opportunities for employee development and
advancement.

9.

To provide a quality and safe work environment for all county employees.

10. To engage in long range planning to provide for facilities, services and programs as deemed
necessary for the benefit of the citizens of Midland County.
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SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS
40 years
Pam Denton, Health
30 years
Nancy Hall, Circuit Court
Libby Varner, Treasurer
25 years
Gary Bush, Facilities
Kenda Good, Finance
Ann Townsend, Treasurer
20 years
Laurel Andrezjewski, Pinecrest
Nancy Bramblett, Health
Catherine Lunsford, Treasurer
Thomas Manary, Facilities
Jan Mann, Treasurer
Robert Schmidt, JCC
Ryan Taylor, Facilities
Theresa Teer, District Court

15 years
Hollie Barth, Health
Michele Bell, JCC
Sean Dull, Sheriff
Travis Evans, Facilities
Scott Holzinger, Sheriff
Darrell Letts, Facilities
Mark McNally, Sheriff
Amy Randall, Sheriff
Jason Steinka, Sheriff
Jodye Streeter, Sheriff
Norma Stuart, Drain Commission
Shannon Whyte, Sheriff

Thank you to all of
our dedicated team!

5 years
Michelle Burgher, Health
Patrick Czerwinski, Probate Ct.
Jason Haruska, Sheriff
Brett Ireland, Mosquito Control
Robert Manary Jr., Sheriff
Kyle Metcalf, Facilities
10 years
Barbara Remer, Health
Laura Bezotte, Pinecrest
Joshua Rutledge, Sheriff
Patricia Olney, Pinecrest
Rhonda Sequin, Friend of the Court Rebecca Taylor, Equalization
William Velting, JCC
Rachel Tijerina, JCC
Sue Welch, Pinecrest
Daniel Young, Sheriff

NEED A LITTLE HELP?
2-1-1 is a free, easy to remember telephone number that connects people in
need with people who can help. They provide confidential information and
referrals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!
This service is for those in need of assistance with things such as: food,
utility bills, housing, transportation, personal/household items, healthcare,
employment services, mental health, substance abuse services as well as
many other community resources. You can also learn more about 211 by
visiting their website: www.211nemichigan.org

GET INVOLVED
Do you want to make a difference? One way to leave an imprint on your community is to become
involved in local government. Citizen participation is critical as elected officials rely on constituents’
influence to ensure that policies and decision-making reflects the best interests of the community.
There are a variety of Boards and Commissions. Consider bringing your own unique perspectives to
local government by applying for a seat on a Board or Commission.
Interested citizens may acquire an application at the Board of Commissioners Office: Midland County
Services Building, 220 W. Ellsworth Street, Midland, Michigan. You can call (989) 832-6775 or the
application is available on the website. Applications are always accepted by the Midland County Board
of Commissioners and will remain on file for two years from date of submittal.
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THE FLU SHOT DOES NOT CAUSE THE FLU!
It’s not too late to get your flu shot! Some worry the flu shot will make them sick or claim they will never
get a flu shot because they heard it causes the flu. There are many misconceptions regarding the annual
influenza vaccine (i.e. flu shot). Influenza vaccines cannot cause flu illness. Some people report having
mild reactions to flu vaccination. The most common being soreness, redness, tenderness or swelling
where the shot was given. Low-grade fever, headache and muscle aches also may occur, but when
studied, are not more frequent in those given a control
shot with no vaccine compared to those given flu shots.
If these reactions occur, they usually begin soon after the
shot and only last 1-2 days. The most common reactions
people have to flu vaccines are considerably less severe
than the symptoms caused by the actual flu illness.
Flu shots provide protection against influenza, therefore
it is still possible to get sick from other respiratory viruses
besides the flu after getting the vaccine. The flu shot
effectiveness can vary from year to year, by virus type
and subtype, and among different age and risk groups.
Sometimes people who are vaccinated do come down
with flu, but flu shots have been shown to reduce severity
of illness in people who get vaccinated but still get sick.
Please see the following links for more information on “Misconceptions about Seasonal Flu and Flu
Vaccines”: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/misconceptions.htm and “Misconceptions about Seasonal
Flu Vaccine Effectiveness: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/misconceptions.htm#effectiveness.
The Center for Disease Control recommends an annual flu vaccination for everyone 6 months and older
as the best way to prevent influenza and its potentially serious complications. The U.S. had recordbreaking levels of influenza illness, hospitalization rates and deaths in children last season. This year we
are already seeing an increase in influenza activity in our area. Flu vaccines are updated each year to
match circulating viruses. There are many different flu vaccine options, including nasal spray flu vaccine
and high-dose for people 65 years of age and older. It is not too late to get a flu vaccine! Call the health
department today at 989-832-6665 to schedule an appointment, or see your medical provider or local
pharmacy.
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MIDLAND FRIEND OF THE COURT AND PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
START 2019 RANKED FIRST IN STATE IN FEDERAL CHILD SUPPORT
PERFORMANCE FACTORS
Midland County starts 2019 tied in first place with Tuscola County for having achieved the highest
federal performance levels in the State. The federal measure for performance
is based on four factors: paternity establishment, current child
support paid, child support order percentage, and arrearages
paid. As of 1/1/2019, only 7 of Michigan’s 83 counties were
meeting the stringent threshold in every federal performance
category. Compared to those seven counties, Midland County
ranks as follows: paternity establishment (#1); current child
support paid (#2); child support order percentage (#4); and
arrearages paid (#4).
The Prosecutor’s Office 100.75% paternity establishment was
not only first against the top 7 counties, but also the second
highest percentage in the State compared to all 83 counties. Lori
Wilkinson deserves great credit for her high level of performance
and professionalism. At the Friend of the Court office, Susan
Smith has worked on a special project to raise the child support
order percentage. That number has been raised to an impressive
84.09%, the highest ever in Midland County.
Not measured by the federal standards is customer service, which
is something that both offices emphasize. We try our best to
treat clients holistically. In addition to serving the public, FOC
employees work with the court to assist judges as needed. That
assistance includes conciliation conferences, investigations and
recommendations by family evaluators, enforcement of orders,
and referee hearings.
On October 1, 2019, the commencement of the State’s 2019
fiscal year, additional State performance factors became contractually required
for all of the State’s FOC and PA offices. The DHHS-Office
of Child Support contract now requires additional measures
of 75% for prosecutors: processing of referrals from the OCS;
locating defendants (for service); entry of Medical support;
order establishment; and service of process. FOC offices must
now also achieve 75% in locate; medical support orders; review
and modification of child support; and timely enforcement.
Additionally, approximately half of all child support staff must be
trained each year in both customer service and MiCSES training.
(MiCSES is the State’s child support computer system.) Offices
have until the end of September 2019 to meet the requirements.
Midland County’s FOC office is already meeting the State’s new
requirements.
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NATIONAL RADON ACTION MONTH – TEST YOUR HOME
As we reach into the New Year to live a healthy lifestyle, why not test your home for Radon. Radon
is known to cause cancer in humans. The problem begins when vapor intrusion of radon occurs and
decay products are breathed in. It is estimated that nearly ONE in EIGHT Michigan homes would
be expected to have an elevated radon level, and in some counties, as many as 40 - 45 % (or more)
of the homes could have problems! Still unsure “How can Radon affect you?” The primary source
of Radon usually comes from surrounding soil entering
through openings in your home’s foundation floor and lower
basement wall openings. Sump openings, other penetrations
FREE Radon test kits are
caused by plumbing, wiring, and ductwork not properly
available from the Midland
sealed may allow radon into your home. Exposure over time
County Department of Public
can increase your risk of lung cancer. Smoking is the primary
cause of lung cancer, but in fact, radon is the second leading
Health- Environmental
cause of lung cancer in the United States. ALL HOMES
Health Services Division
SHOULD BE TESTED FOR RADON!

located at 220 W. Ellsworth

“However,” Bob Wolfe, Registered Sanitarian from Midland
Street, Midland.
County Department of Public Health, says “because no
warning symptoms like headaches, nausea, fatigue, or skin
rashes, individuals tend to downplay the health effects and
ignore the possibility that there might be a danger hanging out in their homes. The only real way
to know whether you’re being exposed to radon vapor is to test for it. Any kind of home can have
elevated levels -- new or old. The only known health effect is an increased risk of lung cancer. Please
consider testing your home so you know your family’s home air is safe.”
Radon problems can be fixed. In many homes, cost is similar to common home repairs like painting
or having a new water heater installed. Building healthier homes starts from the ground up. New
homes constructed should have an active soil depressurization (ASD) system installed. This reduction
method involves reducing the pressure under the house so radon isn’t being pushed in through
openings in the foundation floor or walls. If you’re considering building a new home, insist that your
contractor install an ASD radon reduction system.
Living green is making sure that your home is healthy for your family to breathe. Radon- induced lung
cancer is preventable. If you haven’t yet tested your home for Radon, do it now! - Tests take less than
a week to complete.
FREE Radon test kits are
available from the Midland
County Department of Public
Health- Environmental Health
Services Division located at 220
W. Ellsworth Street, Midland.
More information is available by
visiting Midland County Dept.
of Public Health’s webpage
at https://www.co.midland.
mi.us/HealthDepartment/
EnvironmentalHealthServices/
Radon.aspx Or by calling the
Health Dept. at (989) 832-6679
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 1 - September 13, 2019
$10.25/hr
Applications due no later than Friday, March 8, 2019
Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control
operations. Conducts field inspections and application of
insecticides in areas such as woodlots, flooded fields,
marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with
significant obstacles; will work outdoors in a variety of
weather conditions including rain and variable
temperatures; performs routine maintenance and repair of
equipment; maintains daily records of activities; attends
training programs; answers questions and interacts with
the public. Exposure to environmental allergens such as
grass, weeds and pollens. Onsite training provided for the
Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural
13‐Sep‐19 1‐Apr‐19
165 days
Development Registered
13‐Sep‐19 18‐Mar‐19
179 days
Applicator exam. Must
be able to work weekends, holidays and shift work. Must
be able to lift and/or carry 50lbs over rough terrain.

Clerk Geographic Information Systems
(seasonal)
March 18 - September 13, 2019
$11.50/hr
Applications due no later than Friday, March 1, 2019
Under immediate supervision; provides office management and
support. Familiarity with geographic information systems
software preferred (ESRI). Enters treatment records and develops
summary reports. Utilizes mapping software to edit and print a
variety of maps. Responds to telephone inquiries concerning
mosquito control activities. Hours 8am-4:30pm M-F.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school
diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s license and good
driving record mandatory; ability to read maps and
perform simple math computations. Must pass a physical,
drug test and background check. In order to be
considered for these positions you must fill out a Midland
County Employment Application which can be obtained at
the Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W
Ellsworth Street, Midland, MI 48640-5194 or you can
apply online at www.co.midland.mi.us.
Contact (989) 832-6797.

Now Hiring

MAKING THE HOLIDAYS BRIGHT

Midland County Employees made Christmas brighter for the 37th time by providing gifts and food for
the holidays for two area families. Supporting a family with everything needed to make a nice holiday
is an effort traditionally coordinated through the Register of Deeds Office. Jenny Anway, chief deputy
Register of Deeds, Libby Varner from the Treasurer’s office and Julie Atkinson, County Register of
Deeds, madeup the committee that coordinated donations from County employees, shopped, and
delivered gifts to the family.
Jenny and Julie delivered everything to the families on December 21st. “The families were so
appreciative”, said Julie, “may hugs and tears were shared.”

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.

County of Midland | 220 W. Ellsworth St. | MIDLAND, MI | 48640
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