DID YOU KNOW?

August 2018 Newsletter
WEST NILE VIRUS FOUND
IN WILD BIRDS
Protect Yourself from
Mosquitoes

The next Household Hazardous
Materials Drop-off is Aug. 14.
Call the Health Dept. or check online
for more information. Appointments
required: 989-832-6681.
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West Nile Virus (WNV) is on the
rise in Midland County ̶
17 crows have tested positive for
the virus so far this season.
Mosquito Control is working to
prevent the disease by:
 treating catch basins that
harbor the mosquito species that transmit WNV
 fogging trucks have been adjusted to allow for faster application speed and more
frequent turnaround
West Nile Virus has been in Michigan since 2002 and is detected in Midland County
most years. The virus occurs in a cycle that involves mosquito species that feed on
birds. Humans, horses, and other non-typical hosts can become infected when bitten
by a mosquito that has picked up the virus from an infected bird. No human cases of
WNV have been reported in the state so far this year. The peak risk period for human
exposure to WNV is late summer, so take steps to reduce mosquito exposure as the
summer season continues.
Reduce your own risk of getting West Nile Virus:
 Discard/empty water from places where mosquitoes lay eggs: flower pots,
clogged rain gutters, pool covers, etc.
 Use an insect repellent containing DEET, IR3535 or picaridin, according to the
manufacturer’s directions
 Be aware of peak mosquito hours - the hours of dusk to dawn
 Wear long-sleeves, long pants, and socks when outdoors
 Keep vegetation trimmed down around the home and make sure that doors and
windows have screens
If you note a blue jay or crow that has died recently, please report it to Mosquito
Control at 989-832-8677. Read more about WNV in Michigan. (Photo by Doug Allen,
Midland County Mosquito Control)

IMPORTANT DATES

IT/GIS DIRECTOR PRESENTS “MIDLAND MODEL” AT SUMMIT IN
SAN DIEGO
With 4-year funding
from the National
Science Foundation,
a team of Michigan
GIS professionals
developed an
education model
introducing GIS
technology into the
high school
curriculum.

August – National Water Quality
Month; MSU Extension Peach Month
Aug. 2 – Property Tax Auction, 6:00
p.m.
Aug. 6 – Sanford and Sun Triathlon
Aug.12-19 Midland County Fair
Aug. 19 – Run Michigan Cheap Series
race
Aug. 25 – Tire Drive, Midland
Recyclers, 8:00 a.m.-noon
Aug 26 – National Dog Day

Have you seen our newly renovated,
historic Midland County Courthouse
and streetscape? Check it out at 301
W. Main St., Midland, MI.

The Midland Model
was designed as part
of the NSF’s
GRACE program
IT/GIS Director Chris Cantrell, far left, presented the Midland
(Geographic
Model at the ESRI conference in San Diego in July. Additional
Information
team members include, left to right, Al Lewandowski, Timothy
Systems Resources
Stone, Luke Weidner, Michael Roland, and Michael Bleddynn.
and Applications
for Career Education). It is a three-stage educational process designed to
encourage middle and high school students and teachers to engage in learning
through GIS/IT experiences across the state of Michigan. Cantrell’s team worked
with Midland Public Schools to host a two-day professional development
workshop, unique to Midland, for educators, students, and local GIS
professionals in the workshop. Including all three groups in one room
successfully broke down barriers and resulted in a very rewarding workshop for
all attendees.

ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER
EARNS CONTRACT RENEWAL

Sept. – National Preparedness Month;
Food Safety Month – MSU Extension
Sept. 3 – Labor Day (Offices closed)
Sept. 8-9 Sanford Founder’s Day
Sept. 9 – Parkapalooza, Sanford Lake
Park, 1:00-9:00 pm.
Sept. 9-15 National Assisted Living
Week
Sept. 17 – National Constitution Day
Sept. 21 – World Alzheimer’s Day
Sept. 22 - Fall begins

The Board of Commissioners evaluated County
Administrator/Controller Bridgette Gransden
and say they continue to receive excellent
leadership from her. Commissioners
unanimously approved a new three-year contract
for Gransden.
"Bridgette has done and continues to do a fine
job for the county, Board Chair Mark Bone
stated in a recent email. We appreciate all of her
hard work and efforts."
Bridgette says she feels blessed to work for this organization and community. “I
love my job and work with an incredible team of employees and elected officials
who are committed to good government. I am proud to be part of that. I
appreciate the board's continued support and look forward to doing great things
together in the future. She has held the top job at the County since August 2009.

The Sanford Flag Memorial (below) was dedicated in July at the Sanford trailhead of the Pere Marquette Rail-Trail. The
memorial honors all veterans in memory of Lance Cpl. Ryan Burgess who lost his life serving in Iraq on Dec. 21, 2006.

It’s Almost Here! Midland County Fair August 12 – 18, 2018
This year’s fair features the Super Kicker Rodeo, Figure 8 Derby/Burnout and, and Monster Truck event, among
others. Check out the full schedule online and look for this graphic link to buy tickets in advance.

There’s Still Time!
MIDLAND COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
NEEDS YOUR INPUT
We are currently updating the Hazard Mitigation Plan, a whole
community effort with the goal of ensuring Midland County
continues to be a vibrant, safe, and enjoyable place. The Plan is
essential to reducing community vulnerability from natural and
technological hazards. A full copy of the current plan can be found
online.
Please take the five-minute survey to provide feedback and input for
the plan. The survey is also posted on the Emergency Management
Facebook page @MidlandCountyEmergencyManagement - feel free
to share it with others. Thank you for spreading the word!

Now find all the latest actions of the Board of Commissioners online!
Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

JOIN US FOR PINECREST FARMS’ ANNUAL
PIG ROAST
Wednesday, August 8, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Pinecrest Farms - 413 N. Homer Rd.
Live music by the Sunshine String Band and horse drawn carriage rides!

Around the Counties

State, Federal, and Local Governments Ramp Up Opioid
Responses

With the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) July 11 update that summarized the rising number
of deaths from fentanyl and fentanyl analogs, curbing the opioid epidemic may seem like an impossible task.
However, every level of government has been focused on finding prevention and treatment solutions.
The Michigan Legislature, for example, has taken such steps as
limiting the number of opioids prescribed to a seven-day supply for
acute pain and implementing a “Start Talking Form” so parents and
minors are aware of the risk of addiction.
The federal government has sent millions to states (including $16
million to Michigan) in State Targeted Response grants and $27
million in State Opioid Response grants.
Meanwhile, the National Association of Counties (NACo) has created a resource center dedicated to keeping
county officials up-to-date on federal initiatives as well as.a new opioid video on the many ways counties are
on the front lines of ensuring the health and safety of our residents.
Watch this short video to learn more about the government’s response to the opioid epidemic. Excerpted from
MAC Legislative Update, July 27, 2018.

Residents of Pinecrest
Farms enjoyed bowling
at Northern Lanes last
month.

Scrap Tire Collection for Fall 2018!
Scrap tires create several issues. They are an environmental concern, a troublesome breeding
ground for mosquito larvae and an eyesore.
MidlandCounty Mosquito Control and Midland Recyclers havejoined together to help
Midland County residents properly dispose of tires.

Saturday, August 25, 2018, 8 am to noon
Midland Recyclers
4305 E Ashman Street, Midland 48642

1.

You must have an appointment to drop off tires.

2.

For Midland County residents only. Picture identification
verifying county address is required at drop off.

3.

Resident’s tires without an appointment will be taken only if there is room
and individuals will have to wait for an open time in the schedule to
unload.

Call (989) 832-8677 and be prepared to give the following information:
Name, address and the number of tires you wish to bring (up to 10).

For information on Midland County’s Mosquito Control
(989) 832-NEWS treatment schedule

Unable to come to
the tire drive?
Tires can be
taken yearround to:

CM Rubber
4602 W Saginaw Rd
Coleman, MI
48618(989) 465-0200

Call for an appointment
(989) 832-8677

DRIVE SOBER THIS LABOR DAY
Labor Day weekend is one of the busiest weekends on the
road. As families and friends come together from all over
Michigan to enjoy this Labor Day weekend, Sheriff Stephenson
urges drivers to be smart: Buckle up and do not drink and drive.
Deputies will be working hard in Midland County to stop
impaired driving and enforce Michigan’s seat belt law.
“Drivers who operate vehicles while they are under the
influence of drugs or alcohol cost Michigan residents millions
of dollars each year in lost time, lost property and most
importantly, lost lives,” said Stephenson. “The greatest tragedy
is that deaths due to impaired driving are preventable ̶ these
are not accidents.
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