DID YOU KNOW?

April 2016 Newsletter
LAW ENFORCEMENT
TEAM SOLVES 25YEAR-OLD CASE

In 1864, Charles Sanford of Madison
County, New York, purchased 213 acres
of land where the village of Sanford is
now located, along with 1,000 acres of
pine land. The site was first known as the
"Salt-Spring Reserve," and was the
location of the first salt well in the state.
Today, the village has a total area of 1.5
square miles of which 1.2 square miles is
land and 0.3 square miles is water.
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Angela Timmons was sitting
inside a Midland County
courtroom with about 20
family members Friday, March
4, when sheriff's deputies led in a wheelchair-bound man who prosecutors say
killed her mother nearly 25 years ago.
That man, Michael T. McIntyre, was Timmons' boyfriend at one time. More
than two decades later, he is now charged with murder in the fatal beating of
Timmons' mother, Diane Ross.
Sheriff Scott Stephenson says the charges against McIntyre were the result of
"a great collaboration of agencies that worked in conjunction with each other
to make our communities safer." He specifically mentioned the efforts of
sheriff's detectives Brent Benzing and Scott Holzinger, FBI Special Agent
Mitch King, and Michigan State Police Lt. Andrew Longuski.
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Midland County sheriff's detectives in 2012 took up the investigation of the
homicide and collaborated with the Michigan State Police, the FBI and
Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette's cold case team. Detectives were able
to obtain physical evidence and located additional witnesses to move the case
ahead. Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks issued charges against
McIntyre, 51.
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Brooks, who started in the prosecutor's office earlier in 1991, said that even
though investigators in 1991 worked hard on the case, "at least at that time, we
were not able to put a provable case together. It does provide some measure of
satisfaction after all these years that we are able to bring justice to Diane Ross
and to her family and to hold who we believe to be the appropriate party
responsible for their actions," says Brooks.
Read the full March 4, 2016 Mlive story by Andy Hoag online.

IMPORTANT DATES
April - Keep America Beautiful
Month/9-1-1 Education Month/
STD Awareness Month/
Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 4-10 Public Health Week
April 10-16 National Crime Victims’
Rights Week
April 12-18 Severe Weather
Awareness Week
April 15 – Tax Day!
April 17 – Coleman Food Pantry
Open House, 1:00-3:00 Coleman
Family Center
April 19 - Employee Appreciation
Awards
April 19 – Household Hazardous
Waste Collection (989)832-6681
April 22 – Passover begins
April 27 – Admin. Professionals Day
April 28-29 – Coleman brush
pickup
April 30 – Howard’s Friends Ride
May 1-7 Public Service

APRIL 4-10 IS PUBLIC HEALTH
AWARENESS WEEK
Meet Public Health Director
C. Michael Krecek
Mike Krecek, R.S., M.A., PHL, has been the
Director/Health Officer for Midland
County Department of Public Health since
2002. He directs a team of professionals
dedicated to promoting and protecting the
public’s health using tools that focus on
health promotion, disease prevention and
protection of the environment. Mike
believes in exceeding customer expectations and uses community collaboration, team
building, innovation, and data to provide valued services to the community.
Mike began his 40-year career at Indiana State University in environmental health and
continued on to Central Michigan University and University of Michigan for graduate
work in public health. He graduated from the prestigious National Public Health
Leadership Institute in 2008. As an adjunct professor at Saginaw Valley State
University, he currently serves on two curriculum committees.
Active in the local community, Mike is a 2003 graduate of Leadership Midland and
serves on several boards, including Midland County Health and Human Services
Council, Midland Community Success Panel, Mid-Michigan Mosquito Control
Technical Advisory Committee, and Dow Chemical Human Subjects Review Board.
He is also active with the Midland County United Way and serves as chair of the
Midland County Local Emergency Planning Board.
Mike is married (Annette), with three grown children, two step-children and four
grandchildren, all boys. He enjoys boating, fishing, golf, vacationing, and activities with
his local church.

Public Health’s Role in the Community

Recognition Week
May 6-12 National Nurses Week
May 29 – Coleman Veterans
Memorial Concert
May 30 – Memorial Day (offices

To protect the public's health and promote healthy behaviors through:




Health Promotion
Disease Prevention
Protection of the Environment

closed)

Would you like to talk to your friends across town without a cell phone? Make long distance calls for free? Be on the
cutting edge of communications…beyond the internet? You might have what it takes to be a Ham Radio Operator.

Amateur Radio Technician License class:

Mondays and Thursdays beginning April 25 th 7:00-9:00 p.m.,
Midland High School Rm. 321.

Contact Lee Hodges, KC8ITI, lead Instructor, at (989) 486-3771 or kc8iti@arrl.net.

JUDGE ALLEN NAMED TO TASK FORCE
Just in time to celebrate April as Child Abuse Prevention Month, Midland County
Probate Judge Dorene Allen has been appointed to the Governor’s Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect for a three-year term.
“I’m very excited,” Allen says. “This is a great board, and it has a long history of
doing great things for children.”
Housed in the Department of Health and Human Services, the 18-member panel
includes professionals with knowledge and experience relating to the criminal
justice system and issues of child physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse and
exploitation, and maltreatment-related fatalities.
Allen is in her 16th year of serving as Probate and Juvenile Judge for Midland
County and overseeing the Midland County Juvenile Care Center. She has
participated in a number of local and statewide committees and recently served as
chair of the Michigan Committee on Juvenile Justice.
Read the March 10, 2016 Midland Daily News story by Kelly Dame online.

The Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect is charged to:




Review and evaluate State investigative, administrative and both civil and criminal judicial handling of
cases of child abuse and neglect, including child sexual abuse and exploitation, as well as cases involving
suspected child maltreatment related fatalities and cases involving a potential combination of jurisdictions,
such as intrastate, interstate, Federal-State, and State-Tribal
Make policy and training recommendations; the Task Force may make such other comments and
recommendations as are considered relevant and useful

MSU Extension announces…
Cooking Matters for Parents
Tuesdays, April 12 – May 17 (5:30-7:30 p.m.)
Messiah Lutheran Church
A six-week program to empower parents of young children in feeding their families nutritious meals that are
budget-friendly and kid-approved.
The series includes:
▪ Food to take home for practicing recipes
▪ In-class food prep
▪ Nutrition discussions
▪ Practice with food budgeting
▪ Graduation for parents completing at least four classes
▪ Interactive grocery store visit
To register, call Melissa Pavlik at (989) 823-6713. The program is free and free child care is available upon
request.

BOYER WINS PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Emergency Management Coordinator Jenifier Boyer was presented the President’s Award
from Genessee County Association of Fire Chiefs at their annual meeting on March 19.
“I’m proud to be recognized for this award by the association,” Jenifier says. “Effective
emergency management is really about communication and supporting one another, and
the fire chiefs were a great group to work with. They made my job easy.”
President Ed Blight, fire chief in Mundy Township, cited Jenifier’s hard work and
continuing support of the fire chiefs in her past role as Genessee County Emergency
Management Manager.
MICHIGAN MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICTS –
A CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY
There are just four counties in Michigan with dedicated mosquito control
programs: Bay, Midland, Saginaw and Tuscola. All four lie within the Saginaw
Valley, the largest watershed in the state. The region consists of low-lying
terrain and abundant swamps, marshes and woodlands, which results in
persistent mosquito habitat and populations.
Not only are these districts close in proximity, but they are close
professionally, sharing the daily news, research results and equipment design
ideas that help improve their service delivery. Founding and active members
of the Michigan Mosquito Control Association, they develop and present an
annual conference to share and discuss latest developments/challenges of the profession. Bay, Midland and Tuscola
Counties, along with a privately-owned mosquito control business serving Gladwin and Arenac Counties, share a
12-member Technical Advisory Committee that meets annually to review the previous season’s activities and plan
for the upcoming year.
The county programs also coordinate their insecticide bid process each year, helping to ensure the most competitive
prices by leveraging combined orders for the four counties. By sharing strategies, data and resources, mosquito
control programs in the Saginaw Valley pack a punch in their fight against mosquitoes.

DRAIN COMMISSIONER OFFERS SPRING
CLEANUP TIPS
Midland County Drain Commissioner Douglas Enos
reminds residents that with the arrival of spring rains and
spring cleanup, drains and ditches can use some attention,
too.
To allow drains to work efficiently, he suggests residents
refrain from placing leaves, sticks and other debris in the
nearest ditch. Roadside ditches and county drains are
designed to provide drainage, rather than a spot for debris
disposal, and it can be expensive and time-consuming to remove sediment and debris from the ditches.

APRIL IS STD AWARENESS MONTH
STD Awareness Month is here along with the alarming
news that sexually-transmitted diseases (STDs) are on the
rise. Recent CDC data for three nationally-reported
STDs—chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis—show
staggering numbers, with cases of all three diseases
increasing for the first time since 2006. In fact, Mary
MacInnes, WHNP-B.C., M.S.N., Clinic Services Director
for the Midland County Health Department, says we have
seen a significant increase in local cases of chlamydia in the
last year.
Young people ages 15–24, and gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men continue to be at greatest risk
for infection. Individual risk behaviors aren’t the only cause. Environmental, social, and cultural factors, including
high numbers of STD cases in these populations and difficulty accessing quality health care, contribute to the higher
STD burden.
The good news? STDs are preventable and treatable! There are steps each of us can take to minimize the negative,
long-term consequences of these infections.
 TALK - Talk openly and honestly to your partner(s) and your healthcare provider about sexual health
and STDs.
 TEST - Get tested. It’s the only way to know for sure if you have an STD.
 TREAT - If you test positive for an STD, work with your doctor or health care provider to get the
correct treatment.
Read more about the Centers for Disease Control’s Talk. Test. Treat program.

MIDLAND CONSERVATION
DISTRICT BACK IN BUSINESS
After closing in 2012, Midland County’s
Conservation District is on its way to
recovery. Farmer and beekeeper Karen
Thurlow has stepped up to manage daily
operations of the District. She began by
selling the old building in Sanford and
moving in with the Midland U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture Service Center at 954 E. Isabella
Rd. Thurlow is also working to obtain grant funding for programs.
The district’s popular tree and native plant sale is now underway through April 15. Call (989) 839-1921 for info.
Read the full March 12, 2016 Midland Daily News story by Cheryl Wade online.

COMMISSIONERS HOST
DASHBORD CONVERSATION
Midland City Council members and Midland
County Commissioners recently heard a
presentation on the Midland County Dashboard
by Saginaw Valley State University Assistant
Provost David Callejo Pérez, Ph.D.
Development of the dashboard began in 2012 by
the Midland Area Community Foundation and
the Health and Human Services Council. The
tool presents a statistical picture of Midland
County and provides context for understanding
how key areas impact the county’s quality of life,
including intellectual and social development, the
economy, health, safety and the environment.
Read the full March 17, 2016 Midland Daily News story by John Kennett online.

STAY SAFE THIS SPRING
Emergency Management Coordinator
Jenifier Boyer reminds us that Severe
Weather Awareness Week is April
10-16.
“April usually brings warmer weather
and a chance for severe storms. The
City’s emergency warning siren system
warns residents to take cover in the
event of a tornado warning. Sirens are
tested at 12:45 p.m. on the first
Saturday of each month, so if you hear
the siren at any other time during
threatening weather conditions, be sure to take cover, and call 1-888-TELL-MORE for more information.”
As part of the State of Michigan’s statewide tornado drill on April 13 at 1:30 p.m., the National Weather Service will
issue a practice Tornado Warning. The sirens in Midland will not sound as part of the drill, but schools, businesses
and residents are encouraged to hold a tornado drill at this time as a way of participating.
“Every home and business in Midland County should have an emergency plan for fire, severe weather and chemical
emergencies,” Jenifier says. “Make this drill a part of your plan.”
Jenifier also suggests residents consider purchasing a NOAA Weather Radio for their homes. These radios receive
broadcasts directly from the National Weather Service, including warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard
information 24 hours a day. Weather radios equipped with a special alarm tone feature can sound an alert and give
you immediate information about a life-threatening situation in your area. Weather radios can be purchased for $30$40 at many retail outlets such as electronics, department, sporting goods, and boat and marine accessory stores.

April is also a good time to check detectors in your home. Each spring and fall, when you change your clocks,
remember to change out the batteries in the smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors.
Read more about staying safe during stormy weather.

SPRINGTIME IN
MICHIGAN
Get updates on washed out roads
and scheduled repairs at the
Midland County Road Commission
website, www.midlandroads.com.

Ready to get out and ride?
Join the Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail for
a 62-mile ride in memory of former Midland County
Commissioner, Howard Schoenherr.

Howard’s Friends 4th Annual Ride
Saturday, April 30, 2016
Ride begins at 8:30 am.
Howard Schoenherr

WARMER WEATHER IS COMING – HEAD OUT TO THE PARK
How about lunch by the beach or a round of disc golf? Spending a little time in the
Midland County Parks this spring can be a great way to get the family outside and
enjoying the warmer weather.
At Sanford Lake Park, gatehouse fees go into effect for weekends only, beginning
April 16 through the end of the month. New this year, drivers will be asked where they
live when entering the park. Parking permits are $6.00/day for Midland County
residents and $12.00/day for non-residents. Daily parking permits are required as of
May 2.

A message from Midland County 911…
Sixty-seven percent of the 9-1-1 calls made to Midland County 911 in 2015
were from wireless telephones. Of those, 3.4 percent were misdials,
accidental or hang up calls, many caused by wireless telephones placed in
pockets or purses without locking the telephone or keypad.
Each of these calls requires a call back from Midland County 9-1-1 to see if
the caller needs emergency services. You can help reduce these calls by
making sure you lock your screen or keypad when the telephone is not in
use. If you are aware you have accidently dialed 9-1-1, please stay on the
line and let the dispatcher know it was an accidental call.
Wireless telephones without active service can still call 9-1-1 as long as they can be powered on. We ask that you not
give young children old wireless phones to play with if they have power. These accidental calls pose additional
problems for 9-1-1 because without service, we are unable to call back to ensure there is no emergency.
Technology is moving in a direction that is allowing 9-1-1 Centers to accept text messages. Midland County 9-1-1 is
working on making the upgrades necessary to accept this type of emergency contact, currently, the 9-1-1 centers in
the tri-city area are not able to accept a text message to 9-1-1. If you need emergency services you must make a
voice call to 9-1-1. With many people using text as a primary form of communication today, it is important to
ensure that your family members are aware of this limitation.
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