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SANFORD LAKE SURVEY RESULTS ARE IN

How much do you know about
your County government?
Check out this snapshot of the
County of Midland and the many
services it provides for residents
and visitors.
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The Midland County
Health Department
recently released a sanitary
survey of properties
around Sanford Lake to
find immediate illicit
sewage discharges created
by failing septic systems.
The survey records a
snapshot in time of the
overall condition and
health of lakefront septic
systems.
A similar project
conducted by the Health
Dept. more than 30 years
ago identified and
corrected many illicit
discharges. Although no
immediate illicit discharges
were observed during this
most recent survey, there
are several
recommendation for improvement, such as suggesting residents stop disposing of
yard waste in the lake and reducing nutrient runoff by using best practices in
fertilizer applications.
An overview of the report is available on the County’s website. Questions?
Contact Environmental Health Sanitarian Alan Bloch at (989) 832-6675.

IMPORTANT DATES
April - Keep America Beautiful
Month/9-1-1 Education Month/
STD Awareness Month/National
County Government Month
April 1- Easter
April 3-9 Public Health Week
April 8-14 National Crime Victims’
Rights Week
April 17 – Tax Day; Employee
Appreciation Awards
April 9-13 Severe Weather Awareness
Week
April 25 – Admin. Professionals Day

SEVERE WEATHER SEASON IS COMING – BE READY
April 8-14 is Severe Weather
Awareness Week in Michigan,
and though Midland has been
fortunate in the past to not
experience many devastating
tornadoes, we still are
susceptible to them.
Remember 1999 when this F2
tornado ripped through
northeast Midland for a mile
and a half?
Know the Facts:
• Tornadoes are most prevalent during the hours of 3:00 and 7:00 p.m.
• Tornadoes occur most frequently during the months of April through July.
• Tornadoes develop from severe thunderstorms and typically approach from the
west at speeds from 35 to 70 miles per hour.
• Rotary wind speeds may reach 100 to 300 miles per hour.
• There are at least 100,000 thunderstorms annually across the United States.
• In the U.S., there are 100 people killed and 250 injured by lightning each year.
• Michigan ranks 11th nationwide in deaths from lightning and second in injuries.
• Most injuries and deaths from lightning occur in the months of June, July, and
August.
Midland County Emergency Management Coordinator Jenifier Boyer says the
risk of severe weather injures can be reduced with a little planning. Learn about
the risks, then make a plan to avoid them. Then practice your plan.
April 11th at 1:00 p.m. is the Statewide Tornado Drill. Schools, local
businesses, and residents are encouraged to participate by practicing your
response to the threat of a tornado.

A year ago, on March 17, 2017, the
County broke ground on an addition
and renovation of its historic
courthouse. See updated photos in
this issue.
May 6-12 Public Service Recognition

Celebrate Public Service
Recognition Week, May 6-12

Week
May 6-12 National Nurses Week
May 13 – Mother’s Day
May 19 – Armed Forces Day
May 28 – Memorial Day (closed)

The perfect time to learn about your government and the
services it provides and thank a government employee for the
job they do!

In the Community
LONG-TERM DISASTER RECOVERY
GROUP WINS UW AWARD
The Midland County Long-Term Disaster Recovery
(LTDR) group has been selected to receive the
Outstanding Community Collaboration
Award. According to United Way of Midland County’s
Executive Director Ann Fillmore, the new award
recognizes individuals or organizations that live and work
united and collaborate for the greater good.
LTDR members include:

Non Profit Partners
American Red Cross
The Arc of Midland
MI Community Service Commission
MI VOAD
Midland Area Community Foundation
Midland Area Homes
Midland Habitat for Humanity
St. John’s Episcopal Church
United Way of Midland County
211 NE Michigan
Faith-based Partners
First United Methodist Church-Midland
Memorial Presbyterian Church – Midland
St. John’s Episcopal Church - Midland
The Salvation Army
United Methodist Church Disaster Recovery
Trinity Lutheran Church
Government Partners
Bay County Emergency Management
Midland County Emergency Management Office
Saginaw County Emergency Management Office
MI Community Service Commission
MI State Police/Emergency Management Homeland Security
Midland County Dept of Health and Human Services
FEMA
SBA
“As Midland continues to move through the long-term
Local Businesses
recovery process, more and more families are discovering
The Dow Chemical Company
Home Depot
long-term impacts of last summer's flood. The Long-Term
Lowe’s
Disaster Recovery has been determined to continue to
Dan Dan the Mattress Man

support and advocate on behalf of those in need.

Join the awards ceremony on April 24
at Valley Plaza’s Great Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Register online.

Part of what defines a community is the way in which it
comes together in support of those in need, and through
the work of the LTDR, Midland is (and will continue to be) a
strong community.” ̶ Spirit of the Community nominator

SEPTIC SYSTEMS CAN BE FUN
Environmental Health Sanitarian Elisabeth Mudd Makes Science
Exciting For Area Students
Ask almost any nine-year-old girl what she knows about septic systems,
and you’ll probably receive a blank stare. Her reaction, once the term is explained, might be disinterest or even
revulsion, but probably not excitement. However, when Midland County Environmental Health Sanitarian Elisabeth
Mudd showed up at Adams Elementary last fall to talk to the FIRST® LEGO® League Team about hydrodynamics
and septic systems, she found an enthusiastic group, ready to “dig in” on the subject.
“The girls already had a real
passion for helping people and
the environment,” Mudd said.
“We talked about the basics of
septic systems, the Health
Department’s role in the
permitting process for on-site
wastewater systems,
classification of soils, isolation
distances that help protect our
groundwater, and other potential
issues. They did the rest!”
During their FIRST® Challenge,
the Water Warriors worked to
identify and solve potential
environmental health concerns associated with lack of maintenance and failing septic systems by creating an
educational presentation, including a 5-minute video. Mudd provided advice as the team moved through the
competition process, finishing in second place at the state contest.
Mudd was honored to get a preview of their presentation on inspecting and maintaining septic systems to protect
people and the environment before the big competition at Freeland High School in December. Then the team
surprised her with a certificate of appreciation.
“Their dedication to protecting the environment is inspiring,” Mudd added. “I’m proud of their achievements so far
and wish them luck as they move on to compete in the FIRST® LEGO League World Festival this month in
Detroit. Hopefully, we have some future environmental health specialists on the Water Warriors team!”
Watch the team’s video on YouTube.

Caught on
camera…

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DROP-OFF

April 25, 2018
Midand County Landfill
4311 E. Ashman
Are you a Midland County resident who has materials that
qualify for this collection? Check the list of accepted materials
and sign up for the drop-off on the County’s website.

Nate Kravat, our newest member of the IT Department
shared St Paddy’s Day cheer!

Or call Environmental Health Services, 832-6681, and leave
your name and phone number; someone will return your call.
Appointments can be taken through April 24. Sign up today!
Click on appointment scheduler, April 25, choose the time,
then type in the needed information.

The Michigan State Police 2018 Copper Cup Hockey Tournament was held in March at the Bay County Civic
Arena. The Midland County Sheriff’s Office team was sponsored by Sheriff Scott Stephenson and included Ryan
Smith, Mitch Schneider, Tom Anderson, Jon Evans, Josh Qualls, Adam Walser, and Dan Young. Employees Chad
Thomas and Jacob Fink played on another team in the tournament. Proceeds from the tournament benefit the Law
Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics of Michigan.

MOREL HUNTERS, LISTEN UP
Planning a trip up North to hunt for mushrooms? Not sure
what to do with the mushrooms once you’ve harvested
them? Michigan State University Extension has two bulletins
focusing on mushrooms. Don’t Pick Poison!, Extension
Bulletin E-2777, discusses what poisonous mushrooms are,
lists many of the species that are grown in Michigan, dispels
mushroom myths, and discusses toxins. The booklet reviews
details on reporting poisonings and provides color pictures
to help identify mushrooms you see in the woods.
May is Morel Month in Michigan, Extension Bulletin E-2755,
was written to help those wishing to learn about mushrooms
and help ensure the safe collection of edible morel
mushrooms. This bulletin also provides detailed
descriptions, color photos, and tips on how to distinguish
edible morels from similar but poisonous false morels.
The bulletins are available at the MSU Extension office for
$2.25 each. Stop in and pick one up and enjoy some quality time in the woods this spring.

Across the Counties
COUNTIES FOCUS ON ADDRESSING POVERTY
National County Government Month (NCGM), held each April, is an annual
celebration of county government. Since 1991, the National Association of
Counties has encouraged counties to actively promote the services and programs
they offer.
NCGM’s 2018 theme, “Serving the Underserved,” focuses on county responses
to multigenerational cycles of poverty. With more than 43 million people (13
percent of the U.S. population) living below the poverty line, poverty plagues
children more than any other age group. Nearly one in five children lives in
poverty. A majority of counties have poverty rates between 20 and 58 percent for
school-age children.
The initiative includes three main components and builds on counties’ significant
strides to address the many faces of poverty in America:
 Raising awareness of the critical county role in breaking the cycle of poverty
 Advocating for federal policies that support county efforts to expand opportunity
for all
 Providing tools to increase counties’ capacity to combat poverty as we build healthy, vibrant, safe counties
across the country
MAC’s MICountyMatters campaign and website also provides useful data points and materials that county leaders
can use with civic groups and others to explain the central role counties play in public life.

D.A.R.E. THANKS SPAGHETTI
SPONSORS
Thanks to all the sponsors, donors,
attendees, and volunteers who helped
make the 2018 D.A.R.E. Spaghetti Dinner
a huge success. The board served spaghetti
(bottom right) and DARE Deputy
Brandan Hodges sold raffle tickets (left).
The Midland County D.A.R.E.program is
fortunate to have a generous and
supportive community, working together
to make a difference for our youth.
Congratulations to Oil City Salvage,
winner of the first annual D.A.R.E.
Spaghetti Dinner 50/50 Raffle (top right).
The winnings were presented by Midland
County Prosecuting Attorney J. Dee
Brooks.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

April 2018

UPDATE

(clockwise from top left)

• Work on the Probate level required steel support additions in several areas. Craftsmen took care of difficult issues
while making structural improvements that will support courthouse activities for years to come.
• Mechanical rooms are being painted as installation is almost complete.
• Contractors make progress on exterior finishes by enclosing and heating their workspace.
• Floor and wall tile awaits installation.
• Architects from Midland-based Archiverde have created a new hearing room nearly four times larger than previous
quarters. This expansion will allow greater security and decorum for all parties.
• Heated water will flow through these devices as it heats slabs for safety during snow events.

Main St. access is nearly a reality!
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