DID YOU KNOW?

August 2017 Newsletter
COUNTY PROPERTIES SUSTAIN DAMAGE IN JUNE FLOOD

The next Household Hazardous
Materials Drop-off is Aug. 15.
Call the Health Dept. or check online
for more information. Appointments
required: 989-832-6681.
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As a result of the June flood, the Midland County Fairgrounds sustained
$105,018 in damage to its grounds and roads. Of that total, the 4H cafeteria
sustained $60,000 in damages, forcing it to remain closed for the upcoming
Midland County Fair, slated for August 13-19.
Other damage includes:
• Parks and Recreation - $17,444 in damages throughout various parks; all roads
and footpaths are damaged in Pine Haven, and it remains closed until trails can
be repaired
• Health Department - $5,850 in damages to a 2008 Ford Fusion, totaled due to
water damage in a flooded parking lot
• Law Enforcement Center - $15,892 for sewage backup in the basement;
building damage will be covered by insurance carried by the Joint Building
Authority
• FEMA Labor - $14,475 through June 30; labor costs for damage assessment
data entry

IMPORTANT DATES
August – National Water Quality
Month; MSU Extension Peach Month
Aug. 10 – Property Tax Auction, 6:00
p.m.
Aug.13-19 Midland County Fair
Aug. 20 – Run Michigan Cheap Series
race
Aug 29 – National Dog Day

FACILITIES STAFF SAVES COURTHOUSE FROM FLOOD
DAMAGE
During the flood, water slowly made its way across the parking lot behind the
Midland County Courthouse and up to the historic building, which is undergoing
a $7.8 million renovation project. Fortunately, County Facilities Director Kevin
Beeson and his staff erected a StoneCrete berm, which saved the County a
significant amount of money.
Working around the clock, Beeson's staff constructed the 5-foot berm at the cost
of $5,333 to protect the courthouse and construction project. The June 22 and 23
flooding eventually rose to a height of 2 feet on the berm.
"Kevin's team did an awesome job working literally 24/7 to make sure that any
water getting close to the building was being pumped away from the building.
The cost of the berm was certainly worth it. The sandbagging would have taken a
lot more time and probably a lot more money," said County
Administrator/Controller Bridgette Gransden at an Executive Committee
meeting.
Also very appreciative of the effort was the judicial staff, which appeared at
Tuesday's meeting and presented Beeson's staff with a letter of appreciation.

Dog License
online lookup is now
available in Midland County

MORE DATES
Sept. – National Preparedness Month;
Food Safety Month – MSU Extension
Sept. 4 – Labor Day (Offices closed)
Sept. 9-10 Sanford Founder’s Day
Sept. 10 – Parkapalooza, Sanford
Lake Park, 1:00-9:00 pm.
Sept. 10-16 National Assisted Living
Week
Sept. 18 – National Constitution Day
Sept. 21 – World Alzheimer’s Day
Sept. 22 - Fall begins

"Without the efforts
of Kevin and his
team, the courthouse
would surely have
suffered significant
flood damage which
would not only have
resulted in lengthy
interruption of
courthouse functions
but also tremendous
additional expense to the County and taxpayers of Midland," read County
Probate Judge Dorene S. Allen from the letter.
Chris Cantrell, IT/GIS
Director, Scott Noesen,
Midland County
Commissioner, Bridgette
Gransden,
Administrator/Controller,
and Mike Krecek, Director
of Public Health, accept
Midland County’s 2017
NACo Achievement
Award for its
Environmental Health
Mobile Well & Septic Data
Collection Project.

IT’S OFFICIAL –
PARKAPALOOZA’S A
TEENAGER

readers of Review magazine.

Born on the sandy shores of Sanford
Lake, Parkapalooza will celebrate its
13-year anniversary on Sunday,
September 10. As always, the festival
will feature live local bands throughout
the day, playing from a stage centered
on the swim beach at Sanford Lake
Park. The show, produced by The
Dstreet Music Foundation in
conjunction with Midland County
Parks, has become a fan favorite and
recently won its second consecutive
Best Outdoor Festival award from the

“It is always a challenge to keep a long standing festival fun and fresh,” says Dstreet President Ed Kerns. “We
constantly try to introduce new features to keep things interesting. New last year was a beach volleyball tournament
which we will build on in 2017. There will also be a box village for the kids, make and take crafts, and of course, the
sand sculpting contest.”
“We work very hard to maintain a family atmosphere,
and our band lineup always reflects that,” Kerns says.
“The bands represent some of the very best talent from
a variety of genres, including Rock, Country, Jazz and
Americana. They all recognize the difference between
performing in a club on Saturday night and a park on
Sunday afternoon. It won’t exactly be easy listening, but
it will be respectful to audiences of all ages.”
In addition to being a great end-of-the-summer party,
Parkapalooza is the major fundraiser for Dstreet Music.
The profits from Palooza pay for Dstreet’s scholarship
program and for BandWagon, a musical instrument
lending library.
“We’re always looking for good companies to help financially support the festival. It is the generosity of our
sponsors and our bands that helps make Parkapalooza possible,” Kerns adds.

“I approached the then-president of Dstreet 13 years ago with the
concept for Parkapalooza because I thought it would be good for
the park. In retrospect, I think it has been. This was before all the
improvements were made to the property. It was a nice facility but
under-utilized. Ironically, I now lead Dstreet and so Parkapalooza
is still my 'baby.” - Ed Kerns, retired Parks Manager

Ask an Addict
Straight Talk from Midland County Drug Court Graduates
“I just wanted to belong,” says Terri Stackpoole of her days in
junior high school when she first started using drugs.
But choosing drugs to fit in caused great stress on her family and
further isolated her from them. She spent time in institutions like
jails, hospitals, rehabs, detox’s and eventually, she faced a possible twenty-year sentence in prison. Her children
became distant; her ex-husbands the same and she retreated inward.
Drug Court provided the initial stepping stone for Terri to get treatment, to get education on her disease, and to get
therapy in and out of treatment. Drug Court provided a much-needed structured accountability that she desperately
needed. Drug Court reminded her what it was like to set a goal and reach it, and they provided resources so she
could get housing, food, clothing, transportation, and much more.
Terri’s eager to share her life as a lesson for others. “I struggled in and out of addiction for 20 years because I didn’t
deal with past traumas in my life. Today I’m in long-term recovery: accountable, honest, trust worthy, and hardworking. I’ve done a complete 180. I am in college studying to get a degree in leadership in ministry and a certified
recovery coach. I volunteer whenever possible, and I’m working on building up my own business. I’m also building
relationships back up with my family, and I have and still do sponsor several people in recovery. I am grateful and
proud that I can lead by example today. Recovery is possible.”
For more information on Midland County’s 42nd Circuit Court program, Drug Court, visit their webpage. Do you
have a question about Drug Court or how to get help from someone who's been there? Ask an Addict by
emailing Jalene Vickey at jvickey@co.midland.mi.us.

SUMMER FUN LINGERS IN MIDLAND
COUNTY PARKS
Fishing Events:
Top Bass Tournament Trail – Aug. 26-27
Mid State Bass Busters – Sept. 24
Running Events:
Run Michigan Cheap Series events on the rail trail –
Aug. 20, Oct. 29
Family Fun:
Parkapalooza-September 10

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.

DOG LICENSES IN MIDLAND COUNTY – GET THE FACTS
You’re driving down the road or out on your morning run when you come across a lost dog. What now?
In Midland County, you can quickly and easily look up a dog’s license information online from the Midland County
Treasurer’s homepage. The lookup feature is one of many internet services available to County residents. Visit the
Treasurer’s homepage and select Dog Licensing from the left navigation area.

Learn about dog licenses…
According to the Dog Law, PA 339 of 1919, the County Treasurer
is responsible for the sale of dog licenses.
Dogs must be vaccinated against rabies and licensed with the
County at the age of 4 months or within 30 days of moving into
the county.
Dog licenses are sold at all veterinarian clinics in Midland County,
the County Treasurer’s Office, and the Humane Society.
A one- or three-year license can be purchased depending on the
rabies vaccination expiration date. This date also determines when
the license must be renewed.

Back to top

WEST NILE VIRUS FOUND IN WILD BIRDS
Protect Yourself from Mosquitoes
West Nile Virus (WNV) is on the rise in Midland County ̶
17 crows have tested positive for the virus so far this season.
Mosquito Control (MCMC) is working to prevent the disease
by:
 treating catch basins that harbor the mosquito species
that transmit WNV
 fogging trucks have been adjusted to allow for faster
application speed and more frequent turnaround
West Nile Virus has been in Michigan since 2002 and is
detected in Midland County most years. The virus occurs in a cycle that involves mosquito species that feed on birds.
Humans, horses, and other non-typical hosts can become infected when bitten by a mosquito that has picked up the virus
from an infected bird. No human cases of WNV have been reported in the state so far this year. The peak risk period for
human exposure to WNV is late summer, so take steps to reduce mosquito exposure as the summer season continues.
Reduce your own risk of getting West Nile Virus:
 Discard/empty water from places where mosquitoes lay eggs: flower pots, clogged rain gutters, pool covers, etc.
 Use an insect repellent containing DEET, IR3535 or picaridin, according to the manufacturer’s directions
 Be aware of peak mosquito hours - the hours of dusk to dawn
 Wear long-sleeves, long pants, and socks when outdoors
 Keep vegetation trimmed down around the home and make sure that doors and windows have screens
If you note a blue jay or crow that has died recently, please report it to Mosquito Control at 989-832-8677. Read more
about WNV in Michigan. (Photo by Doug Allen, Midland County Mosquito Control)

Volunteer Andrea VanWert loads tires in the back of a
trailer at the July 29th Mosquito Control tire drive. Tires
discarded in the landscape attract and breed mosquitoes.
Mosquito Control partners with Midland Recyclers to
offer a recycling option to residents with scrap tires.
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Pinecrest Farm's Annual
Community
Pig Roast
Wednesday August 9
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Pinecrest Farms
The Public’s Invited!
Enjoy great food and live music by the Sunshine String Band as we celebrate another great summer at
Pinecrest. New for this year is Town's End Clydesdales, providing carriage rides around the property. Pinecrest is
located at 413 N. Homer Road in Midland.
RSVP's are not required but encouraged. Call or email Joe with the number in your party at 989-832-6634 or email
jblewett@co.midland.mi.us.

It’s Almost Here! Midland County Fair August 13 – 19, 2017 Check us out online.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

July 2017
(clockwise from top left)
• Iron workers begin the front
entrance frame assembly
• Work on the front of the historic
courthouse nears completion
• Steel framing continues on-site
• The new stair tower takes shape
• New steel for the front entrance
• Interior ductwork is nearly
completed
• (inset) A bathroom gets modern
subway tile

UPDATE

In the Community
NEXTEER AND MSU OFFER NEW
PROGRAM IN MIDLAND
Nexteer Automotive, a global leader in intuitive
motion control, has signed a memorandum of
understanding with Michigan State University
(MSU) to offer a master of science degree in
electrical engineering program in Midland
beginning in September. The partnership is aimed
at increasing the availability of advanced
graduate-level engineering education in the Great
Lakes Bay Region.
“In support of our local communities, we seek
qualified talent in close proximity to our global locations,” said Robin Milavec, senior executive director of current
product engineering, Nexteer Automotive. “There’s a continuing need in the Great Lakes Bay Region, including at
our Global Technical Center in Saginaw, for individuals fluent in advanced electrical engineering. We believe the
availability of a local graduate program backed by MSU will be a great draw for the region.”
The electrical engineering program will focus on building graduate students’ competencies in the growing field of
automotive electronics, particularly in the areas of vehicle safety, advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS) and
autonomous driving technologies. The program and its curriculum were developed in conjunction with MSU’s
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering within the College of Engineering.
With two degree tracks available, the plan replicates MSU’s standard electrical and computer engineering master’s
program, requiring 30 credit hours for completion. MSU will offer five graduate courses per year to meet these
requirements. As a partner, Nexteer will provide program content recommendations and encourage eligible
employees to take part in the educational program.
Read more about the program and how to apply.

From the desk of Jenifier Boyer, Emergency Management Coordinator…
Recovery from the flood will be months long. The Long-term Recovery group understands that within a few
months, cold and winter will be arriving so we are working hard to line up resources to help those with the most
need.
We are still requesting that residents that have needs related to flooding call 211. This agency is collecting all
information for the group to identify what is needed and find resources to meet the need.
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