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I. Introduction 

 

Midland County has developed a Recreation Plan to serve as a guideline to improve recreation 

facilities and develop new recreational opportunities.  To that end, this document forms the basis 

to guide policy for implementation of improvements and new initiatives that will meet the 

recreational goals and interests of the Midland County community.   The plan was guided by the 

Midland County Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

Before any recreation plan is adopted and enacted, it is first important to understand what the 

needs of the residents are, what recreational opportunities already exist, and what sort of projects 

are relevant for residents based on age, ability, population, density, and the availability of 

recreational opportunities in neighboring communities.  This plan has carefully considered input 

and suggestions via active communication from County residents, County officials, and other 

community stakeholders.  This input is a critical component to this plan, and, together, the voices 

of Midland County have united to develop a recreation plan to enhance the quality of life for 

everyone. 

 

The foundation for the development of the Midland County Recreation Plan was based on the 

following goals: 

• Involve the community in the process to develop a five-year Recreation Plan, 

• Identify and map existing Midland County recreational facilities, 
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• Build common ground among Midland County stakeholders in addressing the future 

recreational needs and priorities of the County, 

• Enable Midland County to be eligible for financial assistance based upon the Recreation 

Plan, 

• Facilitate interagency collaboration in establishing recreation goals, objectives, and 

actions, and 

• Continue to support and implement improvements for barrier-free, Universal Access to 

County parks. 

 

Broadly speaking, Midland County officials intend to use this plan to guide their work on all future 

recreational and parks projects within the County.  It is also a strategic document that articulates 

specific goals to various agencies and organizations that fund local recreational and parks 

improvement projects.  Specifically, this plan is developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans published by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  A five-year, DNR-approved Recreation Plan is 

necessary for Midland County to pursue DNR-administered grants.  This Recreation Plan is 

written for a single county, Midland County.  It covers all aspects of recreation within the 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
Midland County Recreation Plan: 2009-2013 7 

Four major roads carry traffic across Midland County and to major destinations within the county.  

US-10 enters the east side of the county near Midland and heads to the northwestern corner of 

the county heading toward Clare.  M-20 bisects the county, beginning on the eastern side at 

Midland and heading west to Mount Pleasant in Isabella County.  M-18 and M-30 each head 

northward off of M-10 carrying traffic to Gladwin, Beaverton, the Edenville area and other points 

northward.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




